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Dear Bernie: 

May 11, uno 

I am sorry for the delay m writ~g ;aboui 1Jf1Y fAqutry into 
some o! the possibiUties for a meeting of tbe Pu.pa.sh Biological 
Warfare Committee. 

The origb:lal suggestion that was trusmitted to me by 
Dr. Kaplan was for a meeting at Ft. Detr;tck ea!'ly !n September. I 
inquired into this possibility an~ !t is clear that such a meeting eannot 
be pla!med for beeaUcse ~ tbe transition in mana~mat of t-t inst.al .. 
lation that is ~oateaplated this year. There simply is no <me whe ean 
take responsibility tor saeh a m.eettn:g or can make eommitme:ats for 
us• of Detdek fa.eilities at tbi.s ti.m.e. 

l came up with tbe s11ggestion thlll;t a meeting might be held 
at the Fogarty Internati~l Center et tbe NaU.onal klstit$tes of R-1th 
tn Betheadflt with a poatdbility of arr~g:tng a session at Ft. Detrick 
( wbicll is enly 4$ :minutes away) at ttie last moment. I have atscussed 
this th0-r()\lgb11 with Dr. Milo D. Leavittwho directs th~ Center. All 
of its faeUities are eammitted for Septe·mber ~ Dr. Leavitt himset.f 
will be in Ja,pan d'V'i:ng the early part of September. That pos.sibUit.Y 
bas been eliminated. 

I will. be in Japan also durmg the fi:rst half of September and 
it !s p:rooable that Matt Messelsoa will be ill Vietllam at that time. Matt 
does not .feel that he ean take any furtbeF responsi}Jility for arranging a 
meeting wh.ieb he will 11-0t attend and I have the same view. 

I have only two suggestiG:ns left -- either we s~d give up 
the idea of $ ~eating ~f the BW committee or someon.e shQU!d be found 
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wbo can tl!lke ns)oitsibility. for planning th• meeting. I ean only 
suggest 'that Alex Riel): mlgh.t be p&?"suaded. I bav~ not. seen bim 
or spokel1.I. to him about the ~atter but am s~ing hinl a copy of 
this letter. 
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