July 9, 1982, Department of Sociology

La Trobe University

Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083.

Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address
Latrobe Melbourne

Dear Professor Meselson,

please find enclosed a book manuscript which sets
out to critically analyse the allegations of chemical warfare in Southeast
Asia today. It is something I have been researching for a couple of years
alongside a more general book on the Indochina region since 1975, I would
be interested in any critical comments you may have on it.

Beside the fact that I know you are concerned with
the issue I was hoping that, if you thought the book good enough, you
could help me try to find a publisher for it in the United States. I am
sure that you are a very busy man, but I gather from the New Scientist
that you are acting in some advisory capacity to an American group which
is opposed to CBW re-armament, If you are too busy to assist possibly you
could see if they could somehow act as agents for me in America to help
find a publisher.

/ I am sure that you will agree that the issue is a
matter of urgency and it would be good to get it published as soon as
possible.

Could I ask you to advige me whether I should draw the
attention of the UN investigating team to the work that I have done?
They would be interested to look at it wouldn't they?

I have also sent a copy to your colleague, JP Robinson
in England,

I hope to hear from you soon,
Yours Sincerely,

oM RS,

Grant Evans,
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July 9, 1982, Department of Sociology

La Trobe University

Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083,

Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address
Latrobe Melbourne

Dear Professor Meselson,

please find enclosed a book manuscript which sets
out to critically analyse the allegations of chemical warfare in Southeast
Asia today, It is something I have been researching for a couple of years
alongside a more general book on the Indochina region since 1975. I would
be interested in any critical comments you may have on it.

Beside the fact that I know you are concerned with
the issue I was hoping that, if you thought the book good enough, you
could help me try to find a publisher for it in the United States. T am
sure that you are a very busy man, but I gather from the New Scientist
that you are acting in some advisory capacity to an American group which
is opposed to CBW re-armament. If you are too busy Lu assist possibly you
could see if they could somehow act as agents for me in America to help
find a publisher.

/ I am sure that you will agree that the issue is a
matter of urgency and it would be good to get it published as soon as
possible.

Could I ask you to advige me whether I should draw the
attention of the UN investigating team to the work that I have done?
They would be interested to look at it wouldn't they?

I have also sent a copy to your colleague, JP Robinson
in England.

I hope to hear from you soon.
Yours Sincerely,

QMEJW :
Grant Evans.
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Australia 3083.
Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address
Latrobe Melbourne
Telex No. (AA) 33143
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Y%

L)

August 22, 1982.

Dear Professor lMeselson,

many thanks for taking the time and
care to comment in detail on my manuscript on 'yellow rain'. Using it
along with a number of other responses from friends and colkagues
I should be able to turn a rough first draft into a much more
focussed and precise piece of work. I am beginning work on
a re-draft now.

Arthur Wang's comments are very depressing
as I expected the topicalness of the subject of yellow rain
to be a selling point. I would appreciate it if he could give
me further advice on publishing.possibilities in the US. I
will try to get it published as an academic monograph before
I consider a magazine format.

I hope to be returning to Laos #n mid-
September with ~a television team from the Australian Broadcasting
Commission to advise them on the making of a documentary on
yellow rain. One of the things we hope to do is to interview
refugees in the Thai camps who claim to have been gassed in
the last month for e.g. and then cross into Laos and go to the
places of the alleged attacks and interview people there., Ve
also hope to visit the area around Phu Bia and other places
regularly named as the sites of attacks. Let's hope the Lao
government doesn't suddenly get cold feet.

You ask about the Thai evaluation. As
far as I can tell the Thais are divided,which was brought out
at a panel discussion of the Science Society of Thailand in
March this year. Cetainly some elements of Thai intelligence
believe it is happening and have given selected journalists
a look at their ey _jdence. The Australian journalist who
bought the 'mycptoxin rocket' for e.g. was shown what Thai
intelligence had but he was sworn to secrecy about it. Not
very useful. lNMaybe I will get closer to it this next trip.

Thanks for the Cullen contact. I shall send you the re-draft

when its done. yours sincerely D////
/f—\MEJM)\



Department of Sociology
La Trobe University

To: Prof. M.S. Meselson. ﬁﬂr;&gﬁ?ag'zfst?m

October 5/82

Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address

Dear Professor Meselson, KRt

please find enlclosed the re-write of the book on
Yellow Rain. It has been substantially re-organised and re-written in some
places, and it has been toned down considerably ==~ which most often meant
substituting proper argument for political rhetoric. I am much happier with
it, and unless something dramatic happens I am considering it a final draft
which may only need minor alterations.

The manuseript is now typed into a DEC system 10 computer
and a magnetic tape of it could be provided for any potential publishers,
thereby considerably cutting their costs if they can plug it into a compatible
system.

The Lao Government has granted visas for me to go there
with a TV team from the ABC. One of the key members of the team is sick which has
delayed our departure until the end of this month. Interestingly the Thais are
being difficult about us visiting the camps there. I expect to be away all
November but I'll have someone here picking up the mail if there are any
urgent messages,

Naturally I would be interested in your opinion of the
re-write, and thanks again for your help.

Yours Sineerely,

Grant Evans.



Department of Sociology La Trobe University

e Bundoora Victoria
35 Australia 3083.

%,/ Telephone (03)4783122
August 28 ’ 1983. . ?%“;g,:\ Telegraphic address
&w; Latrobe Melbourne

Dear Prof. Meselson,

please find enclosed a
copy of the speech given by the Australian
Government Minister for Defence Support, Brian
Howe, when he launched my yellow rain book
two days ago. I thought you may be interested
in top level opinion on this here in Australia
and I have been informed that the book has
been well received in all the relevant sections
of the Australian Government.

I shall be in America in
October and would welcome a chance to meet with
you, Recently I met with H,B., Schiefer of
Canada who was in Melbourne in his professional
capacity. We had an amiable, if inconclusive
exchange of views over a few glasses of gin.
I hope we could do the same,

best wishes,
"l —:rcau._*—-aiﬁ'—'&q_ﬁ%.

Grant Evans,




Evans

DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

7 Divinity Avenue
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138

September 13, 1983

Mr. Grant Evans
Department of Sociology
LaTrobe University
Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083

Dear Mr. Evans:

Thank you for your letter of August 28 and the
statement of Brian Howe. I look forward very much to
meeting you here. Please let me know the dates when
you will be in Boston once your schedule is determined.

I plan to be here throughout the month of October.

Sincerely,

s Wit

Matthew Meselson
Professor of Biochemistry

MM/db
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La Trobe University
Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083.

. AgZig - Telephone (03) 4783122
September 29, 1983 M/ Telegraphic address

M“-ﬁ.}*{y:f’fv Latrobe Melbourne

Department of Sociology

Dear Professor Meselson,

thank you for your
letter of September 13, I shall let you know
my movements in the US as soon as I hear,

Please find enclosed three documenbs”
which recently came into my possession: tTWwO
by the rather bizarre Dr Townsend and one
by one of his assistants. I thought you may
find the comments on bees interesting.

L"'Le gards, =
¢ _{(‘MJ“_ _.A.ﬂ.«'--}“

Grant EBEvans.,



January 13, 1984.

Department of Sociology

La Trobe University

Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083.

Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address
Nt Latrobe Melbourne
Dear lMathew,

many thanks for your hospitality while I was in
Boston. Overall I think the trip went well, though I must
confess that I was relieved to get to Europe.

I visited Laos on my way home to try to help set up
a visit there by Jeremy Taylor of the BBC., You may be interested
in a little story I picked up while I was there which bears
on yellow rain. It was at a speech given by the President,
Souphannouvong, of all places. A young Lao who was at the
function and works for the Foreign Ministry approached me and
asked if I was the author of the book on yellow rain. Naturally
I sald yes. He then treated me to the following story. He had
returned to Laos from the Soviet Union,where he had been studying
for four years (languages, politics, etc), in January last
year. V/hen he returned he heard over foreign radio all these
stories about yellow rain. Well, in early llarch (as far as
I could ascertain) he was on the outskirts of Vientiane when
he sudéenly found himself covered in this yellow 'dust', He
quickly brushed}aff as he feared it may be the poisonous
yellow rain he had heard about. He wanted to know if I thought
it was. I told him not to worry as I thought it was probably
bee shit., He seemed prepared to accept the word of an 'expert'.
The interesting thing about the story, besides the timing, is
that it was told by an educated Lao who works fairly high up
in the Foreign Ministry! God knows how many stories like this
are circulating on the grapevine...

Find enclosed what I found to be an extremely intersting

article on the Korean Germ Warfare allegations. I'm sure.you'll
find it interesting as well if-you haven't already seen it.

best wishes,

//-___:-l-‘:‘-a-*.-/_-‘ c e Pl smd  THasm i -



wepdi uneliLul Sutioiogy La Trobe University

Bundoora Victoria
Australia 3083.
Telephone (03) 478 3122
Telegraphic address
Latrobe Melbourne
Telex No. (AA) 33143

26 September 1985

Dear Matt, OCT 03 ]985*
Lovely to hear fro%?uand to receive the Scientific American piece. I
read it with great interest and enjoyment. You people have done a great job.

Enclosed is a piece from the Age -- the main daily here in Melbourne --
which plunders the article by Kucewicz from the WSJ. The writer, M. ﬁarnard, is
one of Australia's most consefvative columnists, and not influential Tike Kuecewicz.
In fact your opinions have had a good run hera. Nicholas Wade's article from the
NYT was run some weeks back. However, if you have time, I would be interested
in some clarification of the statement from you which they both quote concerning
the "bee theory" not being "attractive any more". It's being taken as a statement
that you are repudiating the theory. I'm interested because I'm still regularly approached

by media to comment on these things, so some clarification would be very helpful to
me.

To Jerry Daniels: Early this year I met up with Major Alec Longhurst from
Australiam Military Intelligence who is working on secondment with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. He is a very nice guy. Well, Alec was working in Thailand
at the same time Jerry Daniels was there and they both worked together on and discussed
matters relating to yellow rain. Initially Alec too believed the allegations,
with some reservations, and it was only after he returned to Australia, read my
book, talked to other people in the defence establishment here, that he began to have
serious doubts. These doubts were hardened by the poor performance of the US team
which came here to brief the Australian Government on yellow rain some two years ago.
Alec is an expert on artillery, and with respect to the allegations from Kampuchea
sees the various descriptions given as matching a very skillful use of artllery
and smoke shells, as much as anything else. Anyway, Alec has kept in touch with
Daniels, whom he likes and trusts, (Daniels is now based in Hong Kong he tells me)
and says that Daniels no Tonger believes the yellow rain allegations, and it appears he_
was ignored and treated quite badly when he returned to Washington because he
expressed doubts about the charges,

That's about all I know. However I'm sure you could contact Alec for more
information. He is very approachable and pleasant. If you wanted to write to him
simply address mail to the Indochina Desk, Department of Foreign Affairs, Canberra,
A.C.T., Australia. Or, phone 61 25I2. At home:48 9249, Meanwhile, I shall send a
copy of your SA article to him and tell him that you may get in touch.

Julian told me in a letter earlier this year that he had heard while in



Washington that I had beer put up to writing my book by the Australian Government.
What is the attitude to it there now? Is it considered amats ~ish, left wing
eye-wash, or simply ignored?

Give my regards to Jeanne.

best wishes,
::'”“‘:}tjﬁur‘.

Grant Evans



THE AGE, Tuesday 24 September 1985 -

‘Orange — and other lemons

HAVE just finished read-
I ing the report of the Royal

Commission on the Use
and Effects of Chemical Agents
on Australian Personnel in
Vietnam. I hope many others
do so.

Volume 8, ‘Conclusions, Recom-
mendations and Epilogue’, de-
serves nomination for Book of the
Year. Not merely because of Mr
Justice Evatt's finding that chemi-
cal agents used in Vietnam cannot
be linked to ill-health among Viet-
nam veterans, birth defects among
their families, cancer, post-trau-
matic stress disorder or mortality,
but because of-the detailed and
dispassionate manner in which the
epilogue, in 46 pages, traces how
the Agent Orange myth took hold
~— first in the US, then among al-
lied countries — through a bizarre
mix of politicking scientists, North
Vietnamese propaganda and an
overly receptive media.

BARNARD '

First, however, an essential note
on the veterans. No man or woman
can make a greater sacrifice than
to bear arms for their country or a
common cause, and as such they
and their families deserve every
special consideration  in
rehabilitation.

Indeed, the commission's rec-
ommendations point that way, and
it is to be hoped that the Govern-
ment in its final deliberations will
opt in all cases to take one step
beyond that which may be deemed
cautiously generous.

But that having been said, it is
imertan( to note the broader im-
pactm the commission's findings,
which is one of highlighting histori-

Aunction: Saturday, 5th October at 11 am.

Brighton Beach

“LAS PADAS™
A MAGNTFICENT DOUBLE STOREY MODERN BRICK RESIDENCE, SITUATED
WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE TO BRIGHTON BEACH. FEATURES A SUPERB
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cal aberration and hysteria. Or as
the commission puts it in survey-
ing a whole range of professional
ecological doomsters of the Ra-
chel Carson, Paul Ehrlich and Bar-
ry Commoner ilk:

An understanding of the Agent
Orange phenomena is impossible
without an insight into an era. It is
far from unique: it was fashion-
able: it came during a score of
years which produced a glamori-
sation of politicised scientists
practising pseudo-science. This
glamorisation occurred because
the media mtide lions of those who

-spread the gospel of chemical

doom.

It is also important that the Go-
vernment eventually spells out its
own understanding in detail.
Through Senator Gletzelt it has, of
course, already accepted the
thrust of the commission’s find-
ings: “On the basis of the scientific,
medical, statistical and other evi-
dence relied upon by the commis-
sion, the Government accepts that
the case for a link between Agent
Orange and health problems
among Vietnam veterans has not
been established.”

But Senator Gietzelt said also
that the Government was not to be

taken as endorsing “the particular
terms in which the commission's
central finding is expressed”, or as
necessarily endorsing all its specif-
ic findings.

Fair enough, but if after all due
diligence the Government fails to
find any convincing rebuttal of the
commission's detailed puncturing
of the Agent Orange myth, it
should admit so forthrightly, for it
is the historical process by which
the various breeds of doomsters
operate that is the key issue today.

By way of slight (but not irrele-
vant) digression it is interesting to
note that a scientist named by the
commission as being an early driv-
ing force behind the US campaign
against Ageat Orange is Harvard
biochemist Matthew Meseison.

It is the same Professor Mesel-
son who in more recent years has
been doing his best to pronounce
the US administration wrong yet
again, this time in the case of the
deadly “Yellow Rain" attacks
which have killed or disabled
countless guerillas and civilians
where Soviet-backed Vietnamese
forces have been operating in
Indochina.

The US Government, with some
backing from international invest}-
gators, has maintained throughout
that Yeilow Rain, with its potent

r

trichothecene mycotoxins, is a So
vietsupplied blochemical ageni
that has been used in Laos, Cambo-

‘dia — and also Afghanistan —

violation of the 1572 Biological
Weapons Convention,

Professor Meselson, on the
other hand, has insisted that Yel-
low Rain is a natural phenomenon,
propounding a theory that the
deadly toxin is a natural contami-
nant of excrement dropped by
Asian honey bees in flight. Indeed,
only last month, in the 'Scientific
American’, Meselson and four col-
leagues attempted to cement the
“bee faeces" theory (‘The Age’,
13/8) — no doubt to the comfort of
the handful of Australian ieft-wing
academics who have enthusiasti-
cally latched on to the same line,

Yet according to the ‘Wall Street
Journal' (6/9) Meselson now ad-
mits his long-running much-publi-
cised bee theory Is “not very
attractive any more".

And more, the WSJ says, Mesel-
son further admits that samples of
bee droppings he and another aca-
demic took in Thailand last year,
when an overflight of bees gener-
ously obliged with seagull-like
abandon, have all proved negative
on testing in British and Canadian
laboratories to which Meselson
sent them.

According to the journal, Mesel-
son explained in an interview that
these tests were not mentioned in
the ‘Scientific American’ article
because there was not room to in-
clude them, and “lots™ of data had
to be left out. Hmmm . ..

“Mr Meselson said that he now
generally accepts the work of Ca-
nadian toxicologist Bruno Schiefer
that trichothecene mycotoxins do
not occur naturally in South-East
Asla — at least not to any signifi-
cant extent that may cause a
health problem,” the WSJ reports.

Hmmm . .. agaln. This leaves
many toxin-tortured bodies, not to
mention the accounts of scores of
refugees, still to be explained by
the Meselson school.

But as anyone who studles the
Australian commission’s Agent
Orange chronicle will discover, it
is nigh impossible to prove or dis-
prove anything when people who
should know better allow personal
bias or political conviction to stand
in the way of contrary scientific or
other substantial evidence. Or
who, conversely, allow their con-
victions to run ahead of their own
supporting evidence



