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Dr Matthew Meselson, 
Professor of Biology 
Harvard University 
16 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge,Mass 02138 

±lear Dr Meselson, 

Stocl<...holm,March 31,1970 

Thanlr yC'2ti. very much for your ~ncouraging letter of 
march 1601 do share your view that the opening up of Detrick and other 
facilities would be wellcome and so~md a step indeed.Th~re is ~ danger, 
however, that such a move at the same time may serve to "disarm" those 
concerned critics who wants more:that is a ban on all gases and herbi­
cides in warfare in the future.If the administration does not include 
these noW workable weapons systems,the conclusion is that they ban the 
use of unreliable weapons while continuing to use the efficient ones and 
eventually development of new weapons for future use.As you say, the ban 
on these weapons is just as wellcome1as the research and development of 
biological weapons is insane in all respects,including the military point. 
art view.l-1.1so,if the US Government does not include the ban to gas and the 
herbicides,picloram and cacodylic 8.cid currently in use in Vietnam,I can 
not see lNhat the gain would be for the vietnamese pe ople Q"t the status 
of the present administration in the eyes of world opinion. 

At the international conference on Vietnam held here in Stockholm 
I had the opportunity to discuss the matte¥ briefly with professor J.3. 
Neilands of Berkeley and professor W Davidon who represented American 
l!'riends Service Comr'1i ttee at the meeting. They both holj. the vievi, as do 
most serious observers in the :E'ield I understand" that 'these Wegpo:n8 
Should be banned.I was further informed,that the agent responsible for 
malforme:i offsprings in mice and rats was the dimer dioxan~,present as 
an impurity in the 2.,4,5-T preparation that the Bionetics Labs tested. 
Still, there IS an inc:c'ease of malformed children born in South Vietnam 
today in the defoliated zones.This may be caused by stress,starvation, 
disease and other factors associated with the war.Our knowledge is too 
limited,however,to make any definite statements about this at the time 
being.I am sure you agree on this pOintoFurther,the use of crop-~fixX~HR~1 
destructionS amount to no less than the use of starvs.tion as a weapon. ! 

I am sure y';u are familiar with the writings of professor Mayer on the ,i 

issue,and I need not comment on that further • 
. 4,s you know the definition on CBW in the report to the Uni ted Ii 

Nations last year is far from satisfactory as far as these weapons are 
concerned. The definition on biological vvarfare says that the agents shall I: 
Hdepend for their effects on their ability to multiply in the person, I' 

animal or plant attacked.liThis leaves quite a lot of things out.At the 
time being,there may not be a major danger that insects and insect pests 
shall be used.'l'his is no guarantee 'for the future,however.Also,the defi­
nition on chemical weapons says "direct,t toxic ef:-:'ects .AnY,mad general i 

could tWist allllost anything so as not to be considered 8.S hdirectH effect. 
l\nd worse:they 11 do it if they find it necessary,I'm 8,fraic:L.Lhis may 
well strike back at future generations,and I think it must be our respon­
sibili ty now, to secure some Hcode of conduct H in this area.,8.S obviously 
the political opportunity is better than ever before and most of the 
weapons systems have not been sufficiently developed as yet. 

Then,how to go abot it? \IUhere can pressure be applied to give de­
sired efrects? 

Neilands told me there was gOi~g to be a meeting on the question 
at thei;'edera tions 1>11::11:"al meeting in ~'itlantic City ill. April. I hope the 
point I have mentioned shall be discussed at the time.In the meantime~I 
shall contact the swedish disaI'rc:lament delegation and try to spea],c to our 
representatives in the UN,so as to forward these points. 
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Now,I apologize for the length of my letters,but as you vnder­

stand I am extremely concerned about these matters and at the same time 
I find the time ripe for major changes in the area.I do have some re­
quests,and I hope you will have the tiffie and opportu.nity to ponder on 
them. 

Do you have any possibility to forward the pOints I have mentioned, 
at the meeting in Atlantic City,and further,continue to work on people . 
in ~ashington and other places? 

Do you have the time to inform me about h011'i things develo:e? 
Do you have any suggestions about 1Jirh2"t we can do here in Svreden, 

which might contribute to a solution in the matter; 

During the month to follow I shall be occupied in v'lri thing for 
different newspapers and magaZines here in ~\;veden.lf there is any re­
cent development in the field,would you please let me knowY 

I iJV8.nt you to knoiJv, that we really appreciate the work you ll8.ve 
performed so far to put some sanity into the heads of mad military and 
other planners wi thin the field of CBV'/. 

Vii th be st wishe s 

I am Sincere_1_:;Y:~ Yours 2" 1 

~ 
L/J _ c;~,,-' I£(j'~ ,,' . .• . . . . eo oX-

~ven A.Ekberg U 
Brvnnsga tan 28 
III 38 Stockholm 
Sweden ' 




