December 23, 1969

Dr. Martin Kaplan

‘World Health Organization
1211, Geneva 27
Switzerland

Dear Martin,

You probably know of the amazing eighty to three vote in the planary
seesion of the General Assembly last week. The three nations wvoting
against the Swedish and neutral nation resolution were Portugal,

Australia and the United States. There were approximatdly thirty-five
abstentions but many of the abstainers disagreed only with the procedure,
not with the substance of the resolution.

The 2,4,5~T manuscript has still not been accepted by Science Magazine,
There are romors that Dow Chemicad thinks that its 2,4,5-T may be
relatively free of a particular impurity alleged to be present at much higher
conceniration in the bionetics sample. Dow Chemical is said to be
conducting animal tests to see if it is possibly the impurity rather than
2,4,5-T itself that causes the effects.

Ilmless something solid appears in the scientific literature, I see no
reason to alter the careful present wording of the WHO report regarding
214;5—'1'.

With best wishes, for the New Year and love to all,

As ever,

MM:ls
Encl,






