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Dear:M:att, 

We were all pleased to hear" the' ",!hi te House de'cisions 

weaponry:' ,,'I say I1we lT because'there' certainly was 8; general :ripple 

interest around the lab accompanied by widespread recognition 

effortc:Thereis·no question concerning the value of yoUr actions 

regardless of how indirectly their final effects are felt or 

Perhaps you have already heard from Dave Denhardt that he has done 

control on the nicking of ¢X RF I with pancreatic DNase" The bias in '.,' 

preference for first breakeee of the minus strand is at least 

of three greater with my endo as compared with the pancreatic enzyme. 

Dave is presently doing sorrie more experiments to verify the difference. 
'i\.t~"-, h t' . t"h ' We ~ we nave enoug data to warrant a shor paper comparJ..ng He '. 

actions of the two endos on the RF I; I ~, however, like to refer 

to information con!tined in the proposed paper I sent you, so I wonder 

whether you have had the opportunity to look a,t it. Do you think all 

the material should be in one paper? 
'a. ~ ,: 

I am aqt-ually continuing :to look for the gene' responsible for the 

endo activi.ty and have:'tried various :quickie complementation tests 

nothing has been p~oductive so far: A preliminaxy experiment with 

crude extracts':i.ndicates that in suvh an extract made 

covering both ,cistrons;~ there is endonuclefLse' present inthe,uS"'u.al 

amounts. 

Aside.,from':this, I am ,also (in collabo~atiori vr.ith Jon King) looking 

forendo activity in isolated phage heads and, separately,tryir1~·to, " 

make a..ddi tion-deletion mutants of tR1:rA;'" At the back of mind, supported" 
. . ..:-

by Sydney's enthusiasm, is a plan to learn some,tissue culture methods' 

and to compile a list of usuable enzymes having RE± isozymes: usable in 

the sense of screen :Lng wild populations for hets and not having to make 

certain markers in tissue cul~lre.(over)' 
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Send~r's name: and address: 
,0 

S; Altman 
. .-. d 

LABORATORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
;...-//­

// 

UNIVERSITY ·POSTGRADUATE MEDICAL SCHOOL, . 
'J/ 

~- 1 

j'. ~ 
!:JILL. ROAD, CAMBRIDGE ,; 

,;.. .. 
'-; 

h 
,~J C", ;. 

l . 
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IF IT- DOES. IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 
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