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I cio not know ,Ilhe';::her 'you have met Professor iIlatthew r.-leselson 

of Hz,rvard. At the instigatioll of one OI' two peuple in 'i:.he executive 

of t.ile pr~v.t9l\1,l a,9m~nirt:r':J,tiQn, h~ sei;, out to j)~cQme an expert in the 

C.B.W f,ieJ.d ;mel nOlS'WQrkrd har~ to mal~e t.he U.S. conscious bf'the need 

to r<lUl'y the ID25 Geneva convfntion ill'\d to outlaw this cluss of . 

we;;;.pon. He still has a direct lead to the White House, and was a 

mcm:Jer of the expert committee set up recently at the request of the 

U.S. /\,['iIT'j to look into the business of disposing of unwanted nerve 

gas 'I','C!apons in Colorado.. lie was also the liaison man on a correspond­

ir.g co=ittee set up sirrr..rlta:neously' by the State Department. 

r"eselson came to see me last week, just before I went on leave, 

to u;-ge me to use wf)at influer';ce I have to see that it becomes 

decl,,;-,~d U.K. policy to prohibit the use of hara~sing gases in warfare. 

As I understand' it, Ollr present -position is that this is a matter 

to be settled not by the United Nations, but by the sio~atories of 

the 1925 Convention. On the other hand. the U.K. Government in the 

1930s took a firm stand in ;tin'e with what Meselson is now advocating. 

and he is finn in the view, that were we to take a lead here now, we 

should have a considerable effect on U. S. policy. ;Ve could do this 

withGut in any way inhibiting support which we are seelcing for our 

Tren:cy cr: Biological Weapons. 

;"(;5,;lson showed me figures wilien clearly indicated t.;1f,-t. there 

hr.s b;::cn a vast incl'ease i.1'1 t~e production, deployment, and use of a 

growi.:Jg variety of CS weapons in Vietnam. The use is essentially fo;" 

the ::::.ttle-field and at considerable ranges. Milital'ily, of course, 
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the:-e is little value in these weapons against an opponent equipped 
\ 

with i:::;'S!;:s. With equally matched opponents; harassing agents impart. 

no m . .ilit~!"y advantsge at all. 

\ ., 
1.Ieselson's pOint, witf-ii wliich I agree, is that our overl"idir.g interest' 

,in t':.e am field is to stop furthe,r proliferation and to bring about: a'1 

effective b<m. So far as warfare goes, the latter would include 

harassing agents, which in th~ cir.cumstances of hostilities are a 

potc;;tial step, on the ladder ~f escalation. With the disengagem~nt 

from VietnalTl, there is a real' chance of' persuading the U. S. along t:1ese 

lines. 

I understand that ~leselson spolce to Hope~ones in Geneva. Ough'tn't 

we to restate our 1930 pOSition ~bout so-called non-lethal agents c:'uri;:],; 

the ccurse of the debate in which you are now engaged? 
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