
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE O F  THE CHIEF O F  STAFF 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310 

13 May 1969 

Dear Professor  Messelson: 

Thank you f o r  sending along a copy of  your review on my book. I heard 
t h a t  t h e r e  was one but  had n o t  had a chance t o  take a look a t  it. 

I th ink  t h a t  most of the po in t s  which you made i n  t he  review were 
very  we l l  taken. I am no t  a t  a l l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  I would suggest  t he  use 
of  poss ib l e  l e t h a l  agents  i n  enemy base camps today. What I was 
th inking  of was pe r s i s t ency  r a t h e r  than  l e t h a l i t y  --  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
mustard. I w a s  n o t  p rec i se  i n  t h i s  and you were c e r t a i n l y  j u s t i f i e d  
i n  presuming VX. Fur ther ,  I assumed, bu t  did no t  s t a t e ,  f a i r  warning 
t o  the  enemy t h a t  measures had been taken t o  deny access  t o  base camp 
a r e a s .  Put i n t o  these  terms, I am n o t  a t  a l l  s u r e  t h a t  the  e s c a l a t o r y  
r i s k  of  enemy r e t a l i a t i o n  i s  a s  you s t a t e .  My e r r o r ,  however, was no t  
s t a t i n g  what I meant wi th  s u f f i c i e n t  p rec i s ion .  

I was f a sc ina t ed  by your obvious sent iment  t h a t  I had loaded my 
a n a l y s i s  t o  inf luence  a g a i n s t  US r a t i f i c a t i o n  of the  Geneva Protocol .  
I can a s s u r e  you t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  intended.  I n  looking back quickly 
through the  va r ious  passages,  I r e a l l y  am no t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  the  b i a s  i s  
p re sen t .  On page 106, l i n e  10, I f i n d  my use of  the  q u a l i f i e r  "co ld ly  
r a t i o n a l . "  This ,  I be l i eve ,  i s  a poor choice of  words on my p a r t  i n  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no l ack  of  pro gas propaganda ev ident  i n  Congress. 

The l a s t  thought t h a t  I would o f f e r  i s  a c e r t a i n  no te  of disappointment 
t h a t  one of  t he  elements of  the  record which a t t r a c t e d  me p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d id  no t  seem t o  s t r i k e  you. That i s ,  the  t e r r i b l e  problems of  cross-  
c u l t u r a l  communication when a t tempt ing  t o  d e t e r  a c t i o n .  The case i n  
the  book was, o f  course,  Japan which never r e a l l y  seemed t o  be 
communicating on de ter rence  w i t h  the  o t h e r  major powers. It seemed 
t o  me t h a t  Japan pursued a wholly i r r a t i o n a l  po l icy ,  bu t ,  mine i s  no t  
a Japanese pe r spec t ive .  That,  o f  course,  i s  t he  problem. 

Thank you a g a i n  f o r  your thought fu lness  i n  sending me your review. I 
w i l l  be depa r t ing  f o r  Vietnam ve ry  s h o r t l y ,  t he re fo re ,  w i l l  n o t  be a b l e  
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t o  take  you up on your very  kind o f f e r .  I can a s su re  you, however, 
t h a t  I w i l l  be looking f o r  Hearings on r a t i f i c a t i o n  of  the Gas 
Pro tocol  wi th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of i n t e r e s t .  

S i  d re ly ,  d 

.d 

Lieutenant  Colonel,  Armor 

Professor  M. Messelson 
The Bio logica l  Labora tor ies  
Harvard Univers i ty  
16 Div in i ty  Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
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