
The scientists i ~ h o  I?ave petitioned the President 1 
to uncierta!.:e a study of over-all Governmext policy 
regnrdi~lg cilemicai an2 bacteriological wa~fare  
have made a soun'd su,cgestion. It  would be a i good idea to have a colllmissioil or committee go ! 
over tile complicated issues involved and ri?ak~ 
national .policy recomn~endations. 

I I i ' i s  too bad that the scientists' petitlon not 
.only aslied for a study . k t ,  at  the same time i 
and in the same doci?ment, set forth sonle of , 

I 

the Sndings at  v;hich the study ought to arrive. . : 
n? . .lnat seenls to be prej~zdicing the inquiry in ad- . 
vance. But the tactical error does not diminish : . 

. . from the wisdom of the study. 
The Uxited States has had a policy againse 

I 
the emp!&j~nlent of s ~ ~ c l l  tveapoils on our ini$ia- 
tive. .But in the meantime, e:.:pexditures for re- 

i 
search in tile field have multiplied, nlany times. 

. . 
I 

And i'ne tactical use of defoliants, crop poisons 
and tear gas in Sozi,tIl Vietnam has cloucled the 

. issue and confused thhd,policy. . - - . 
. . , . .  Issues iilvolved in.  the - use of these .weapons - . 

i 
. . transcei~d tne considerations that co~ii-'ront. iocal ;. 1 

commanders. ' Judgments as to natiozal policy 
cannot be ieft to the exigencies of field si&ati?ns. 
i t  is frequently necesssry to forego the employ- . 

I 
merit of means that would be locally efiective if 
their use, snbsoquei~.,i!y, by an enemy, night in- 

. . 
volve t i e  loss of American lives. I t  seems ce;- - 

. . > .  

tail1 that it wodd not be to our advantage, i n ,  i 
the long run, to break the restraints that now 

I 
linlit the use of these fearful clevices. 111 of the 
dreadful possibilities need to' bz exanlined coolly 
2nd carefully by competeat oficizls. .?robabiy - .  
the historic positioil of the United States wo12d . , - ::, 
be supported by t i e  study. In that case, a restate- -. . 

ment of American policy would help prevent the . . 
. .  . , world-wide proliferation of the :use of'".these . . 

. .  . .- - . . .  . . . . , 
2 ,  . im.*lements.' ' ; . ' - - -" ' . , . . . . . . . . .  .. . .., . 
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