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16, 3cuth Eaton ?lace, 

29tb Vay, 1969. 

Dear FeselsrlD , 

~hank you for YOlr letter. I agree with 

you tbat an early question in the Fouse would 

probably provoke Fred I\'[ulley to make a foolish 

ans"vver. I will ~ry to write him a letter in 

the next few days. I very muce. en joyed our 

talk. 

With kindest regards, 

y~/ !Cr'.?, 
( ~ 1Ye.e-L .. (~ 

2.S. I hope you will read the Air chapter which 

begins on page in my book t1Mhe Arms Race IF. 

v. Meselson, Esq., 
Biological Laboratories, 
"'''arvard University. 
Cambridge, 1\.rTass. 02138, 
TT.8 .. A. 
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From: The Rt. Fon. Phi lip N De I-Baker, M. P. 

16, Sou+·h ~aton Place, 

LondoD. s.w. 1. 

9tr April, 1970. 

Dear Matthew, 

I have to trank yO'll very warmly for sending r18 a CODY 

of t.r-e Fearings on Chemical and Biologd;;cal iMarfare held by the 

Rouse of Representatives Forei&p Affairs Gom~ittee last 

November and December. I 'have found this a mine of most 

valuHble information 0 I was puzzled by a statement made 

on page 251 by Lemos, speaking for the Nixon administration, 

tr.at the cror dest.ruction in Vietnam has been less than 

1% of the total Sout.h Vietnam's food production. Eow can this 

be true if, as Professor Galston said at the Congressional 

Conf'eI'ence in Washington in February, 50,000 tons of herlDiBide 

and defoliant have been used? 

I am hoping very much tra t you will soon be over here 

again. In them meantime, I send you and Sarah my warm. 

regards, l,l</d)c ~-~/ 
r~s .9'0Y2/ 

Professor Matthew Meselson, 
58, Washington Avenue, 
Cambridge, ~Jas s. 02140 t 
U.S.A. 

~i:-:, Ned ~ 
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The.·.·iRt..i··;Hon;;· ::Philip·,No.et-:Baker .• ' 
16:South <Eaton Place 
LOndon* 8.. vV' .1 
England'(;;:c:,;':; 

, Sarah:ana:;I'wereveI-Y;concerl'led ,to ,Jearn last week . 
~tyou .had been.and:m~Y.,stin.Dejnlh~~ho;sPltaL;Wit:q 
ai:sedollsfracture. :But,a .~copy 'of your letter to 

........0'Jane Sbarp~ved yesWday .~.assure.~tliM 

.. .':'",': 

i.: . ;th~l(~;l$ •. saDle ,:rieYl;.:;v;el:tidle.:t().b~ingth~"ma:tt~.: .to .. t-he 

.,"j:'.':'.:.;.:.,.,."~p_e.~ei~ .. ~.S.ri. .io~.Guen,· •.• s .. :.:~.1 .•.. :: ... 'o·:ar:r.n~0.:.e·it·.O.;~,._~~ ... ,.th.~~~~~f~ 
" ~.&.' "V'£ .:' ~JJ. ,'''' ,; -', ',~ , . :,,:,\tt:\.': ~,·.:·.;:,:·~;·f:.t·:·::,,· 

. >'.. .'" .:;', ~j<";j~Li"'{;;:""'" 
. ··_'Whe:n::'You'!il'Er:'s,chedlJ.leano~sy:6u-.W:tth.{)ut,~·:mu~hlncon-, 

'venience'tbdo SQ., Iwouldgteati¥appre'Citaie-reC~j;Ving 
,copies ·of th~ letters you have recelvet! ::frOmva.riolls 
gpvernment;sexPlaloingthe reasons for their abstention 
at-theGeneral Assembly in December 1969~ I have 
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heard I 'for ,example, that the Danes say they would 
prefer a broad interpretation of L~e Geneva Protocol. 
Authoritative information-"onthispoint 'Would be most 
usefull 

Sarah sends her fond regards and we both hopethcff: 
you are up and about again by now. There isa 
chance we maybe-able .tovisit England in September 
and if so w:oUld!hopetofinci you there. 

~:;.~::."~,~~:\~~r:I;.'::is 
.. :',_:::l~~.::~'~':;: 
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My dear Matthew, 

16, SOUTH EATON PLACE, 

LONDON S.W.l 

27th May, 1971. 

Thank you very much for your letter of May 24th and for the 

enclosures. Zoe is enchanting. I think she is just reaching the 

peak of human perfection - 9 to 18 months. In my experience, most 

human beings start to deteriorate in greater or lesser degree, 

morally, intellectually and physically, after 18 months. So I 

hope your Professorial duties will allow you a lot of time with 

her during the academic year 1971-72. 

Please give my best love to Sarah and ask her whether she has 

put Zoe down for Newnham for the year 1988. 

'.4 . '{~d2 Yours ever, itYz ~ OA/I .' 2J -- ',/ 

P.S. My secretary assures me that you don't need to put Zoe down. 

All she has to do is to have her father and mother's brains and she 

will float into Ne\mham on her o'l;m merits when the time comes. 

Professor Matthew Meselson. 
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The Rt. Hon. Philip Noel-Baker 
16 South Eaton Place 
London, S.W.I, England 

Dear Philip: 

May 24, 1971 

It would appear from the minutes of the May 6 meeting of the International 
Continuing Committee on CBW that you are fully up and about again. I hope 
this letter finds you completely restored. 

I think that the forces within the United States government on the two sides of 
the CS question are now just about evenly balanced. It might just help to tip 
the scales if a few of the nations that abstained from 90ting on the December 
1969 UNGA resolution were now to state their preference for a broad interpreta­
tion of the Geneva Protocol. In this connection I wonder if you would be 
willing to let me have photocopies of the letter of inquiry sent to the UN 
delegates and of the responses? Not knowing in whose hands the material 
now rests, l(am sending a similar request to Margaret Curwen. 

I enclose a copy of an editorial from the Christian ~cience Monitor, as you 
know one of our less than radical daily newspapers. I barely resisted the 
temptation with the admonition that, after alL chemicals are bad medicine. 
Sarah and r send you our love and Zoe (who is now seven months) sends the 
enclosed pin-up. 

With warmest regards. 

MM:mcm 
Enclosures 

As ever, 
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My dear Matthew, 

· 16, SOUTH EATON PLACE, 

LONDON S.W.1 

27th May, 1971. 

I hope MrS. Curwen will be able to send you copies o:f our 

letter o:f enquiry to UN delegates about OS Gas and of some, at 

least, of their answers. As I remember (but perhaps I am wrong) 

their answers were really of no value at all - written by junior 

clerks in the permanent UN delegations without re:ference home and 

only repeating the invalid "reasons" which led their delegates to 

vote in the General Assembly as they did. Our letter was therefore 

not a very valuable exercise; but possibly our letter itself may be 

of some minimal use to you. It would indeed be good i:f you could 

swing the US Government to give up its unhappy stand. 

Your efforls·as consultant to the AODA and in the Senate, and 

yo~ admirable article in the Christian Science Monitor (an honest 

if not always right-minded journal) should help President Nixon to 

take the right decision. You havj9 already won a big victory in 

the fact that General Abr~pms has called of:f the use of herbicides 

and defoliants in Vietnam. Your last paragraph shows the vast 

importance, not only of getting rid of existing stocks of 

biological weapons, but o:f htd:t1ng all. BW research. 
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- 2 -

If this can be done as a partial measure by the Treaty which 

Britain propose~ and Russia and the US seem now to favour, of 

course, I should warmly applaud. If it hapvens, I think it will 

in part be due to the instinctive fear of the Gen.e:uals that :sW 

in practice might decimate their own forces as well as the enemy's. 

I am really much more afraid of the use in war of nerve gases. I 

do not believe the stocksl"of these will be abolished unless there 

is a treaty of general disarmament. I try here to use both the 

fact that large stocks of nerve gas exist,and that biol~gica1 

weapons were developed to the point where they could be used~to 

demonstrate the total barbarism of our present day militarists. 

I think it now vastly important that umilitarism" should be made a 

dirty word and that all who have supported the development of 

armaments since 1945 should be recognised as the enemies of the 

human race. 

In this regard, McGeorge Bundy has a lot of ground to make up. 

I am glad he gave good evidence to the Senate but I do not forget 

that he was the adviser (so Adlai ste£enson told me) who persuaded 

Kennedy to do the :Bay of Pigs, who advised Johnson to expand the 

Vietnam Warm 1965, and who urged the increase of the US military 

budget in 1961, '62 and '63, which smashed the hopes of a 

disarmament agreement then and which drove Khrushchev from power 

in 1964. 

If McGeorge Bundy would now give $10 million of the Ford 

Foundation's resouroes for a world campaign for general disarmament 
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- 3, -

($50 million would be still better) he would not only be ~u1~illing 

the purposes, which Henry Ford had in mind when he set up the 

Foundation, but he would do something to placate St. Peter when he 

arrives at the Pearly Gates. Can you persuade him? 

Yours ever, 

. r--.. L .r --> f?01" \ 1"\4/3 
y v . 

Pro~essor Matthew Meselson, 
Harvard University, 
~he Biological Laboratories, 
16 Divinity Avenue, 
Cambridge, 
Eassachusetts-02138. 
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