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I. SUMMARY: A SENIOR SCIENTIST WORKING ON THE 
FRINGES OF THE BIOLOGICAL 1/EAPOHS INDUSTRY CLAIHS THAT 
THESE LABS ARE 'EASY' TO CONVERT TO CIVIL IAN USE. THE 
SPECIALISTS AHO FACILITIES CAN BE USED FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION OF VACCINES AHO MEDICINES. 
THESE RESOURCES COULD ALSO BE USED TO PUSH THE 
FRONTIERS OF KN0\11.EOGE IN CANCER TREATIIENT. END 
SUHNARY. 

2. OH.& APRIL~ ET WITH YURIY YEZEPCHUK, A 
LABORATORY EAO AT MOSCOW'S GANALEY INSTITUTE OF 
EP I DEH I OL OGY AHO NI CROB I OL OGY. YEZEPCHUK HAS SPENT 
HIS CAREER OH THE PERIPHERY OF CLASSIFIED LABORATORIES 
AND RESEARCH ASSOCIATED WITH THE SOVIET DEFENSE 
ESTABL ISHHENT, INCLUDING DUTY AT CHEL YABINSK-48 MfERE 
HE WITNESSED THE 1957 NUCLEAR-WASTE EXPLOSION! ANO AT 
A SECRET BIOLOGICAL 1/EAPONS LAB IN ZAGORSK. ------ -·•--.---

3. YEZEPCHUK SAID THAT HE ·PREFERS WORKING IN THE 
CIVILIAN SECTOR. HE CASTIGATED THE SOVIET mm FOR 
LABELLING SECRET BOTH FUHOAHEHTAL AND APPLIED RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE DEVELOPHENT OF BIOLOGICAL 
'AEAPONS. THE GAMALEY l~STlTUTE, HE SAID, HAS ONE 
SPECIAL DIVISION ~UHBER Sl DEVOTED TO BIOLOGICAL 
WARF ARE. HE NOTED THAT WORK CONT I HUES I H TH IS 
DIVISION BY DINT OF ESTABLISHED CONTRACTS WITH THE 
DEFENSE NIHISTRY ANO 'INERTIA.' THE CIVILIAN PART OF 
THE I HST I TUTE, HOIIEVER, IS I H 'CATASTROPHIC' 
COHO IT I ON. l ACK I NG NATER I Al S AHO FUNDS TO SUBS CR I BE 
TO ~STERN JOURNALS, THE WORK OF YEZEPCHUK' S LAB HAS 
VIRTUALLY STOPPED. HE SAID THAT, DURING A RECENT 
VISIT TO THE U:S., HE SPENT All OF HIS FREE TINE IN 
LIBRARIES TRYING TO CATCH UP ON THE LITERATURE IN HIS 
FIELD. • 

4. YEZEPCHUK CHARACTERIZED THE BIOLOGICAL ~APONS 
CONPLEX AS 'THE EASIEST CASE FOR CONVERSION,' CONPAREO 
WITH THE INDUSTRIES PRODUCING CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR 
~AP OHS. ~OTE: IF IT IS EASY FOR THESE LABS TO 
CONVERT TO CIVILIAN PRODUCTION, IT HAY BE EQUALLY EASY 
TO REVERT TO NILITARY ACTIVITIES. ENO NOTE.J HE 
IDENTIFIED THREE DIRECTIONS FOR CONVERSION: 
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--VACCINES. LABS THAT CURREHTLY DEVELOP TOXIC 
BACTERIA COULD EASILY RETOOL TO DEVELOP TOXOIOS FOR 
USE AS VACCIHES. 

--MEDICINES. THE BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS LABS COULD ALSO 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF TOXINS HELPFUL IN 
BATTLING DISEASE, PARTICULARLY TUHORS; 

OPPORTUNITY FOR RUSSIA TO RELIEVE ITS DESPERATE 
SHORTAGES OF VACCINES AHO BASIC MEDICINES, HOT TO 
MENTION SOPHISTICATED HIGH-TECH TREATMENTS. THE 

<ttt, 

CURRENT ASYHHETRY Bmm FUNDING FOR MILITARY AHO 
CIVILIAN BIOLOGY SUGGESTS, HOIIE\1£R, THAT SUCH A 
CONVERSION IS LIKELY TO FACE RESISTANCE BY MANY 
LABORATORIES. ~TOH OUTL INEO POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR YEZEPCHUK ANO HIS COLLEAGUES TO RECEIVE SUPPORT 

ll 
FRON THEKl~m~m~SCJ.Ele.E AHO TECHNOLOGY CENTER; 
YEZEPCHU THAT HE WILL, JOINTLY WITH HIS 
COLLEAGUES IN THE U.S., PREPARE A-PROPOSAL FOR EARLY 
CONSIDERATION. ENO COHHEHT. ~ 
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