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In April-May 1979, in the area of the military town Sverdlovsk-19, an outbreak of anthrax 
occurred, which resulted in the illness of several hundred people and the deaths of 64 
individuals. 
 
A government investigative commission was formed in relation to this event. 
Based on the conclusion of this Commission, it is believed that the outbreak of anthrax 
occurred due to the consumption of infected meat and is not related to the activities of 
the bioweapon unit 47051 of the Ministry of Defense in Sverdlovsk-19, which produces 
combat bacterial preparations. 
 
At the same time, in a classified note sent by the Minister of Health of the USSR, B.V. 
Petrovsky, to the Deputy Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR, V.I. Potapov, and the Head of the KGB of the USSR, Y.V. Andropov, dated June 
5, 1979, it is stated that the carriers of the anthrax pathogen were released from the roof 
of a building, causing a cloud of infected spores to spread over the residential area. 
 
Information about the presence of anthrax pathogen carriers inside residential buildings 
and on external surfaces suggests that, besides the possible natural source of infection, 
there could have been another way the infection spread, not linked to natural carriers 
(which is uncommon with natural outbreaks of the disease). 
 
In favor of this conclusion is the fact of the absence of mass diseases of anthrax in 
livestock (which would be expected if the source were consumption of infected meat). 
Moreover, there were no registered cases of diseases in animals that consumed the 
meat of animals infected with anthrax. 
 
It is also important to note that, according to information from the KGB of the USSR, all 
documents related to the mentioned outbreak of anthrax - investigative acts, autopsy 
results, analysis of environmental samples, etc. - were destroyed by a decision of the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR on December 4, 1990, No. I244-167 "On work on 
special issues." 
 
Another noteworthy fact is the removal from criminal prosecution of all cases of deaths 
in this epidemic by the Military Prosecutor's Office of the USSR, which happens only in 
cases related to the Ministry of Defense. 
 
All the above facts, taken together, serve as incontrovertible evidence that the official 
version of what happened is not the truth - the anthrax outbreak was caused by the 
activities of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR. 
 
Note: When compiling this note, the following materials were used: documents from the 
Military Procuracy of the USSR, presented by General-Prosecutor, Lieutenant General 
I.M. Lebedev, as well as testimonies obtained from the Deputy Chairman of the 
Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, A.A. 
Gromyko, and others. 
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