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Dear D r .  Meselson: 

A s  you w i l l  s e e  from t h e  a t tached mater ia ls ,  t h e  Salk I n s t i t u t e  
from its conception has been concerned with t h e  broad human and 
s o c i a l  implicat ions o f  advancements i n  biology, I n  order t o  be 
e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  must add t o  t h e  high q u a l i t y  
of its s c i e n t i f i c  s t a f f  and its modern labora tory  ia La  Jokla very 
s p e c i a l  and innovative l i n k s  wi th  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and individuals  
who share  t h e  ob jec t ive  of helping t o  lead and shape s c i e n t i f i c  events 
r a t h e r  than passively watching them unfold. To t h i s  end, w e  wish 
t o  i n v i t e  you t o  a preparatory meeting which xe hope w i l l  lead t o  
t h e  eventual  establishment on t h e  East  Coast of a gsoup of  exper ts  
and l eaders  which we a r e  f o r  t h e  moment, designating as "Salk Eastw. 
I n  t ime,  we hope t o  e s t a b l i s h  o t h e r  groups of a r e l a t e d  character  
i n  o the r  a reas ,  including Europe aod Asia. 

Salk East w i l l  be a nucleus of  t e n  o r  twelve b io log i s t s ,  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  and community l eaders  who w i l l  meet r egu la r ly  t o  advise 
t h e  Salk I n s t i t u t e  on i t s  new programs, t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  
execution, and t o  draw i n  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of o the r  individuals  on 
t h e  East  Coast and elsewhere a s  t h e  occasion warrants. For your f u r t h e r  
information, I have enclosed mater ia ls  which descr ibe  t h e  present and 
projected a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  Salk I n s t i t u t e ,  i ts  programs r e l a t i n g  biology 
and soc ie ty ,  and i t s  hopes f o r  Salk East,  

Your ass i s t ance  i n  t h e  f u r t h e r  planning of  t h i s  e f f o r t  would be of 
great  value t o  us,  and we wish t o  i n v i t e  you t o  an i n i t i a l  planning 
sess ion i n  New York i n  e a r l y  April.  The i n t e n t  of t h e  session,  which 
w i l l  be informal and unstructured,  is t o  fami l i a r i ze  you with our new 
programs as well  as our t e n t a t i v e  opera t ional  plans f o r  Salk East  and 
t o  e l i c i t  your reac t ions  and advice. This i n i t i a l  group w i l l  resemble 
t h e  s i z e  and cal'ibre of  t h e  intended nucleus group f o r  Salk East. 
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We hope t h a t  t h e  meeting can be held i n  e a r l y  Apri l ;  we w i l l  be 
i n  touch with you by phone t o  make t h e  d e t a i l e d  arrangements. Of 
course, you will be reimbursed f o r  any expenses you incur  i n  a t tending 
t h e  session. 

We hope you can attend.  

Sincerely yaps, 

JES :ww 
Enclosures 

d$seph E, SLater 
President  


