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TAGS: MOPS, PINR, TH, LA
SUBJECT:
ON THAI/LAO BORDER.
1o INTERYIEW SETTING:

ON 22 JUUNZ 1984, THE CBwW TLAM CHILZF,
INTERPRETER VISITED KAISR! VI_LLAGE IN BUNGKAN
YILES EAST CF

SISTRICT AN NOXNGKAIPROVTLLIZ (.8

SUNGKAN MUNICIPALITY), CUORDINATES

SITED)Y oF 411367 (ATTACK SiTE).

TEAM WAS INVESTIGATING AN ALLEGED 3 MAY

PHYSICIAN

THE TEAM WAS
ACCOMPANIED 5Y THE DEZPUTY COMMANDER OF THE
JOORN KILITARY HOSPITAL, LT7C SAKCHAL ATIPHOEZ M.
AND TWQ UDORN MILITARY INTE_LIGENCE -OFFICERS.

ATTACK IN THE SOUTHWESTERN PART OF THE YILLAGE.

THE INVESTIGATION WAS UNDER THE OIRECTION OF
THAT MILITARY MEOICAL OFFICER WITH THE TEAM SEZRVING
THE TEAM'S LENGTHY QUESTIONNAIRE

AS OBSERVERS.

AND PHYSICAL EXAMINATION WERE NOT CONSIDERED
PHYSICIAN,

NECESSARY BY THE TEAM OR THE THAI

2. INTERVIEWEES:

oF

MR 4) - HEAOMAN 0F ViuiASE
MR Y/0 MALE :
¥R - 30 Y/0 FZMALE

bt - 15 Y/0 FEMALE

¥R 40 Y/Q MALZ

MR . 40 Y/0 FZIMALE
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3. ™R. :;srArs THAT HE
RAIN™ E;1CH LASTED FIVE MINUTES.

WAS
HZ

- 72 Y/0 MA

03 2612061

HIT 8Y ~yYe._Cw
STATEZO HE SAwW A

FIXED WING AIRPLANE ACROSS THE MZIKONG RIVER IN

OURING THE ALLEGED ATTACK.

DIRECTION. HR.L

5-6 PM AND THERE WAS ii INFORMATION ON WIND
A

THE ATTACK. THE HEAD
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YELLOW RAIN INVESTIGATION IN THAI VYILLAGE

AND

0.
THE

1984 CBwW

THE

ot

CAOS

THE RAIN CCCURRED AROUND

STATED THAT NO ONE DIED FROM
N DENIED ANY USE OF
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S OR CHEMICALS ON CRCPS. A RECENT MALARIA

(NSECTICIOC

SJRVEY REVEALED NO MALARIA IN THE VILLAGE. THE

YELLOW SPOTS LASTED TWO WEEKS AND WERE NOT SEEN
TH

DURING THEZ TEAM'S YISIT. THE VILLAGERS STATED THAT
BEZS HAD sEEN SEzN IN THE AREA BUT NO ONE NOTED BEES
JURING THZ ATTACK. THEY XKNEwW OF BEES IN THE
NEIGHBORING HILLS IN THAILAND, BUT HAD NO KNOWLEODGE
REGARDING THE PRESENCE OF BEES IN THE NEARBY
MOUNTAINS ACROSS THE RIVER IN LAOS. WHEN A PAPER
PANEL OF THE BEE FECES (COLLECTED BY THE TEAM DURING
A BEE FECES SHOWER IN MID MAY 1984) WAS SHOWN TO THE
VILLAGERS, THEY ALL STATED THAT IT LOOKED EXACTLY
LIKE THE YELLOW RAIN THAT HAD HIT THE VILLAGE.

4. MEDICAL CBSERVATIONS:

FIVE OUT OF EIGHT OF THE ALLEGED VICTIMS DENIED .
SPECIFIC EXPOSURE TO THE ~YELLOW RAIN" BUT COMPLAINED
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PRURITIC RASH WITHIN DAYS OF
THE “ATTACK™ INVOLVING THE LOWER TRUNK, PERINEUM AND

UPPER EXTREMITIES.
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SUBJECT: YELLOW RAIN INVESTIGATION IN THAI VILLAGE

ax

THE FL15 SYNPTOMATIC YICTIMS WITHOUT HISTORY OF
EXPOSURE wiri(_

, HAD A, PRIOR HISTORY OF
SIMILAR SK{N PROBLEMS. [_ “WAS ALSO JAUNDICED
AND, IN AODDITION, GAYE A HISTORY UF BEING JAUNDICED
BEFORE THE ATTACK. ©

THE PRURITIC RASK PERSISTING IN ALL THE ViCTIMS WAS
08SIRYID BY THI TEAX'S PHYSICIAN TO BE DISCRETE,
PUNCTATZ, EXCORIATED LESIONS OF 2-4 MX IN DIAMETER
WiTH MiN:UAL ERYTHENA. SOME BURROMING WAS NOTED . IN
THE INTEIDIGITAL SPACES OF THE HANDS ANO ALONG THE
FLEXOR ASPECT OF THE WRISTS. THE LESIONS WERE
PRIMARILY SEEN PERIUMBILICAL AND CONCENTRATED AROUND
THZ PRESSURE POINTS OF CLOTHING., A FEW OF THE -
VICTINS ALSC,HAD OCCASIONAL PUSTULES, PAPULES, AND
SMALL VESIiCLES PRESENT. THE GENERAL SKIN HYGIENE OF
THE VILLAGERS WAS NOTED TO BE POOR DESPITE ADEQUATE
ACCESS 7O WATER.
THE OTHER THREZ VICTINS CLAIMING EXPOSURE DURING THE
ATTACK TG THE YELLOW_RAIN WERE MR[. .

_ JCOMPLAINED ONLY OF A ~JOCK ITCH"

SINCE THE ATTACK. | OENIED ANY SYMPTOMS
FOLLOWING ZXPOSURE.AND H&? NOT COMPLAINTS AT THE TIME
GF THE INTZRVIEW. THE VILLAGE HEAOMAN, STATED

HE BECAME DIZZY AND HAD A HEADACHE FOR FIYE MINUTES
LeMITEd GFFICIAL USE
LiMITe0 OFFICIAL USE
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IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING EXPOSURE. Hc WAS THE ONLY
VILLAGER WITH THIS SYMPTOM COMPLEX, HOWEVER, AT THE
TIME OF INTERYVIEW HE ONLY COMPLAINED OF THE PRURITIC
RAS HE PHYSICAL FINDINGS FOR, -

'inRE SIMILAR TO THE FINDINGS‘Y— THE FIVE ALREADY
DESCRIBED.

ﬁf WAS BROUGHT IN BY HER FATHER FOR
"EXAMINATION. HE STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER DEVELOPED ‘A
SEVERE CRIPPLING DISEASE TWO WEEKS AFTER THE ALLEGED

IN ADDIjjON. A YOUNG GIRL, WHO WAS THE DAUGHTER OF MR

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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ATTACK REQUIRING HOSPITALIZATION. THE PHYSICIANS AT
TAZ HOSPITAL DIlAGMOSZD HER CASE AS ~“ENCEZPHALITIS®,
ALTHOUGH SHE HAD BEEN HZALTHY BEFORE AND AFTER THE
ATTACK UNTIL THE ONSET OF THE DISEASE, THE FATHER WAS
CONVYIMCED THAT THE ATTACK WAS THE CAUSE OF HER
DISEASE. AT THZ TIME OF OQuUR VIS!T, THE GIRL HAD A
MODERATE NEJROLOGICAL RESIDUAL FINDINGS NEZGATING THE
OBTAINING OF A HISTORY FROM THIS YOUNG GIRL. THE
GIRL HAD NO RASH AND THE EXPOSURE HISTORY REMAINS

UNCERTAIN. .

5. KAISRI VILLAGZ KAS A SMALL THAI BORDER PATROL
POLICE OFFICZ. ONE NCO INVESTIGATED THE INCIDENT AND
A SAMPLE OF THE YELLOW SPOT WAS TRANSMITTEQD TO BPP
HEADQUARTERS (M BANGKOX., THE MNCO WAS INTERYIEWED AT
THE COMPANY HEADQUARTERS NEAR BUNG KAN MUNICIPALITY.
HE INFORMED THE TEAM MEMBERS AND OR., SAKCHA! THAT
ANOTHER YELLOW RAIN INCIDENT OCCURRED ON JUNE 6 NEAR
THE SITE OF THE FIRST AND ALSO IN A RICE FIELD AWAY
FROM THE VILLAGE. THE VILLAGERS DID NOT MENTION THIS
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SUBJECT: "YELLOW RAIN INVESTIGATION IN THAI VYILLAGE

SECOND I[MCIDENT. THE NCO, LIKE THE VYILLAGERS,
[DENTIFIZO THE BEE EXCREMENT ON A PAPER PANEL AS
LOOKING EXACTLY LIKE THE SPOTS IN QUESTIONS BUT,"
UNLIXE THE YILLAGERS, RESISTED ANY ALTERNATE
HYPOTHES{S OF A NATURAL CAUSE. THE COMPANY COMMANDER
AND DEZPUTY ALSO FAYORED A WARFARE HYPOTHESIS EVEN
THOUSR> THEY HAD NG REZPORTS OF AIRCRAFT IN THE -AREA AT
THIZ Ti¥ZI GF EITHER INCIDENT NOR ANY EXPLANATION OF A
DELIVERY METHOO.

6. OR. SAXCHAI'S GROTHER 1S COLUMNIST KAEWSAN ATIPHOE
O0F INFLUZNTIAL MATICHON AND SIAM RATH NEWSPAPERS.

DR. SAKTHAL STATED THAT HE WOULD INFORM HIS BROTHER
OF THE KAISRI INYESTIGATION WHICH SHOULD RESULT IN A
THAL LANGUAGE ARTICLE. OR. SAKCHA[ APPEARED TO BE
CONCERNED THAT CBW ALLEGATIONS WERE CAUSING
UNNECESSARY ANXIETY AMONG THAI VILLAGERS.

7. CONBMENT:

{:ZT [S THZ CPINION OF BOTH PHYSICIANS THAT THESE
ALLEGEZD VICTIMS WEREZ SUFFERING FROM A SCABIES
OUTBREAK WHICH CCINCIDED WITH THE OBSERYATION OF THE
"YELLGW SPQTS™ [N THE VILLAGE. THE POOR GENERAL
HYGIENE OF THE YILLAGERS AND THE CLASSIC CLINICAL
SIGNS ARZ CONSISTZNT WITH SCABIES ALONE AS THE-CAUSE

\\_ .
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE _Egigfﬁ
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FOR THEIR SYMPTOMS.  THE YOUNG GIRL'S NEUROLOGICAL .

DISEASE WAS FELT BY THE PHYSICIANS TO BE UNRELATED TO PR

THE ALLEGEID ATTACK AND POSSIBLY iS SECONDARY TO

JAPANESE B ENCEPHALITIS VIRUS WHICH IS ENDEMIC IN THE

ARZA.  IN CONCLUSION, THERE S NO MEOTCAL ECVIDENCE TO *

SUGGEST THAT THE VILLAGERS WERE SUFFERING CLINICAL |
© SIGNS OR SYMPTOMS OF ANY CHEMICAL OR BlOLOGICAL. |

WARFARE ATTACK. ‘

THE KAISRI VILLAGERS WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY WERE

VICTINS OF AN AERIAL CHEMICAL ATTACK FROM LPDR

TERRITORY. THEY APPEARED VERY SINCERE AND WERE

LINITED OFFICIAL USE
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EMPHATIC N DESCRIBING THE HEALTH PROBLEMS CAUSED BY
YELLOW RAIN. NEVERTHELESS, THE EVIDENCE RESULTING
FROM THE INVESTIGATION LEADS US 7O BELIEYE THAT THE
VILLAGERS CONFUSED A TEMPORAL CORRELATION OF THEIR
HEALTH PROBLEMS AND THE NATURAL APPEARANCE OF YELLOW
SPOTS WITH A CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIP. THIS
CONFUSION OF TEMPORAL CORRELATION WITH CAUSATION
APPEARS NATURAL AS THE YILLAGERS HAYE NEITHER THE
EDUCATION NOR THE SCIENTIFIC MEANS TO ESTABLISH
CAUSALITY AND THUS IT IS LOGICAL TO ASSUME THEIR
SINCERITY BUT NOT THE CORRECTNESS OF THEIR

CONCLUSIONS. DEAN
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