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SUBJECT: YELLOW R A I N  I N Y r ' S T I C A T l O N  I N  7 H A I  V I L L P S L  
ON THA I / L  A0 BOJDER.  -. 
,1. I N T E i l V i E u  S E T T I N ; :  

ON 2 2  J J N E  19aL1, T 2 E  C B u  T E P H  CH;EF ,  P e Y S I C : A h  PHI7 
I K T E R P 3 E T E R  Y ! S ! T E D  L,:: I S R !  ~ 1 , L P S E  I N  S2N;KAS .. . 
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AN3 T u O  u30.2N M I L  I T A R Y  iNTE,L I S E N C E  ' O F F I C E R S ,  7 d E  
T E A M  WAS I N V E S T I G A T i N G  AN A L i E G E i l  3 H A Y  1 9 8 4  C B d  
A T T A C K  I N  T ? E  SOUTHtdESTERN P A R T  OF T H E  V I L L A G E .  
7 , : E  i N V E S T ; ; A T i O N  WAS U N O E i I  T H E  D I R E C T I O N  OF Tr!E 
T 2 A i  M i i i T A 2 Y  M E D I C A L  O F F I C E 2  M I T H  T H E  T E A H  S E R V I h ;  
A S  0 3 S E 8 V E R S .  T H E  T E A M ' S  L E N G T H Y  B U E S T I O N N A I R E  
E N D  P H Y S I C A L  E X A n I N A T I O N  WERE NOT C O N S I D E R E D  
K E C E S S A R Y  B Y  T d E  TEAM OR THE THA:  P H Y S I C I A N .  
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; S S E i T i C ; D Z S  0 3  C F E ~ ~ C A L S  OK CSZ?S. A 2ECENT HALARIA 
S J R V E Y  ,?EYEALE2 NO MALARIA IN Tr!i  VILLAGE. TgE 
YELLOPJ S P O T S  LASTED TWO UEEKS AND d E R E  NOT SEEN 
D J R I N G  THE TEPH'S VISIT. TEE YiiiAGERS STATED THAT 
2EES e A D  S E E N  SEEN IN THE AREA 9 U T  NO ONE NOTED BEES 
3 J R I K ;  THE ATTACK. THEY K N E M  OF BEES IN THE 
? I ~ ~ S H S O R ; N &  H I L L S  IN THAILAND, BUT HAD NO KNO.ULEOGE 
R E G A R D I N G  T H E  PRESENCE OF BEES iN THE NEARBY I 

n 0 U N T A ; H S  ACROSS THE RIVER IN LAOS. M H E N  A PAPER 
P A N E L  OF THE BEE F E C E S  (COLLECTED BY T H E  TEAM DURING i 
A B E E  FECES SHOWER I N  nra MA! 1 9 8 4 )  MAS SHOUN TO THE - , 
ViLiAYE,?S, T H E Y  ALL STATED THAT IT iOOKEO EXACTLY 
L I K E  id;  YELLOM RAIN THAT HAD HIT THE VILLAGE. 

4. MEDICAL OBSERVATIONS: 

F i V E  O U T  OF EIGHT OF THE ALLEGED YICTIMS DENIED 
S P E C I F I C  EXPOSURE T O  THE "YELLOU RAIN" BUT COMPLAINED 
OF T H E  DEVEiOPHENT OF A PRURITiC RASH MSTHIN D A Y S  OF 
T H E  "ATTACK" INVOLVING THE LOWER TRUNK, PERINEUH AND 
U P P E R  EXTREHITIES. 
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E O  ;2555: NA 
T A S S :  nOPS, ? I S R ,  TH, L A  
SU3JECT:  YELLOM R A I N  INVESTIGATION I N  T H A I  V I L L A G E  

T&A? r ' ; ; / P  S?I.'.DT3:!X TIC Y I C T / # 5  UITHOUT HISTORY OF 
E X P O S U R L  ~ : S E  -. - 

A H A D  &,PRIOR H I S T O R Y  OF 
S i H i L A R  S K i N  PROBLEHS. L - MAS ALSO J A U N D I C E 0  
AND, ih'  A J D I T i O , Y ,  GAVE A  H ISTORY UF B E I N G  J A U N D I C E D  . - 

B E F O R E  THE A T T A C K :  c 
-. -- --- 

TSE ? . ? - , ? i T ; C  RXSE ? E R S I S T i M G  I N  A L L  THE Y i C T i H S  MAS 
O S S L , ? Y i G  8Y ,>:, T E A 3 ' S  P H Y S I C I A N  TO S E  D I S C 3 E T E .  
PUr rCTATE,  EXCC,?;ATL'D L E S I O N S  OF 2 - 4  /I8 i N  O I A H E T E R  
M i - H  ?:!a;,'<AL ESYTKEEA.  SOHE 8URROki:NG XAS NOTED I N  
THE ; > , T Z , 7 3 i G i T f l i  SPACES OF THE HhNDS AND ALONG THE 
F L E X i I R  ASPECT OF THE H R I S T S *  THE L E S I a N S  MERE 
P R I H A 3 ; i Y  SEE,Y P E R I U H B I L I C A L  AND CONCENTRATED AROUND 
T ~ Z  ?,?ESSL2E P O I N T S  OF C L O T H I N S .  A FELI OF T d E  
V I C T I n S  ALSC ,4YA3 OCCASIONAL PUSTULES, PAPULES,  AND 
S M A L L  V E S i C L E S  PRESENT. THE GENERAL S K I N  H Y G I E N E  OF 
T H E  V i L L A G E R S  WAS NOTED TO BE POOR D E S P I T E  ADEQUATE 
ACCESS 9a LiATE3.  
" ' C  OTHZ?  THREE V i C T I 3 S  C L A i 3 I N G  EXPCSU3.E 3UR:NG THE 
A T T A C K  T t  THE YELLOW S A I N  MERE H R L  

- J c G x ? L A i U O  OHLY OF A 'JOCK I T C H '  
S I N C E  7 % :  ATTACK.  OEMIED ANY SYHPTOHS 
. r O L i O X i > i G  ZX?OSURE AND HA N ? C O H ? L A I N T S  AT THE T I H E  
CF ;HE ; X T Z R Y ~ E U . ~ -  +THE V I L L A G E  H i A O f i A H ,  STATED 
HE 8 E C A N E  i l i i Z Y  AKD HAD A  HEADACHE FOR F I V E  H I N U T E S  
L:3;TE3 G F F : C ; A i  J S i  
L i H I T i 3  O F F I C i A L  USE 
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IH IYED iATEL : '  FOLLOWING EXPOSURE. H i  WAS THE .ONLY 
V I L L A G E R  M I T h  T H I S  SYHPTOH CO3PLEx ,  HOUEVER, AT THE 
T I Y E  OF ; .UTERYiEW HE ONLY COHPLAINED OF Ti& PRUJITIC 

T H E  ?EYS:CAL F;ND;NSS FOR, 
4 A s j ~ E R E  S I M i L A R  TO THE F I N D I N G S  5 THE F I V E  ALREADY - 

U E ~ L R ~ B E ~ .  

i N  A D D I T  ON, A YOUNG G I R L ,  WHO MAS THE DAUGHTER OF HR 
I.$ldAS BROUGHT I N  BY HER FATHER FOR 

C X A M I N A  i O N .  HE STATED THAT H I S  DAUGHTER DEVELOPED A  
SEVERE C R I P P L I N G  D I S E A S E  TWO MEEKS AFTER THE ALLEGED 
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AIYACX , ? E 2 d i R ; N $  dOSi'ii'ALiZFTION. TdE PHYSICIANS A T  
T d L  3GSPLTAL CIXGIYOSED H E A  CASE AS 'ENCEPAALITIS'. 
A L T H O U G H  SHE :!A3 B E E X  HEALTHY S E F O R E  AN2 AFTER THE 
ATTACK UNTiL T H E  ONSET OF THE DISEASE, THE FATHER UPS 
C O N Y i N C E D  T E A T  T H E  ATTACK WAS THE CAJSE OF HER 
DISEASE. AT.THZ TInE OF 023 VIS!T, THE ZIRL HAD A 
H O D E R A T E  NEJROLOSICf1.L RESiDUAL FINDINGS NEGATING T H E  
O B T A I N I N G  OF A HISTORY FROH THIS YOUNG GIRL. T H E  
G I R L  H A D  NO R A S H  AND T H E  EXPOSURE HISTORY REHAINS 
UNCERTAIN. a'- 

- 
5. K k I S X i  Y ~ L L A G E  H A S  A SYPLL THAI BO2DER PATROi 
P O L I C E  OFFICE. ONE NCO INVESTIGATED THE iNCIDENT AND 
A S A H P L E  OF T E E  YELLOM SPOT MAS TRABSHITTEO TO BPP 
H E A D P U A R Y E R S  :N BAHSKOX. THE HCO MAS INTERVIEWED AT 
T H E  C0,'iPANY HEADQUARTERS NEAR BUNG KAN MUNICIPALITY. 
H E  INFORMED THE TEA H  UEIIBERS AND O R ,  SPKCHAI T H A T  
ANOTHER YELLOW R A I N  INCIDENT OCCURRED ON JUNE 6 NEAR 
TEE S i T E  OF T H E  FIRST AND ALSO IN A RICE FIELD AMAY 
F R O H  THE VILLAGE. THE ViLLAGERS DID NOT HENTION THIS 
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E O  1 2 3 5 6 :  NA 
TAGS: H O P S c  PINR* THc LA 
S U B J E C T :  Y E L L O W  R A I N  I N Y E S T I C A T I O N  I N  T H A I  Y I L L A G l  

SECOI!J I H C I D r ' N T *  T H f  M C O ,  L I K E  THE Y I L L P S E R S ,  
IDENTiFIED T H E  BEE EXCREHEHT ON A PAPER PANEL AS 
L O O X I X G  EXACTLY L I K E  T H E  SPOTS IN QUESTIONS BUT*' 
UNL l X E  THE VILLAGERS, RE'SISTED ANY ALTERNATE 
H Y P O T H E S I S  OF A NATURAL CAUSE. T H E  COHPANY COHHANDER 
AND ClEPiJTY ALSO FAVORED A WARFARE HYPOTHESISd EVEN - r t ;Cu;e: .7f iEY dAS ,\iG i iEPOiZTS OF AiRCRAFT i N  TrfE .PREP AT 
T E E  Ti?, C S  EiTttER INCIDENT NOR ANY ET'?LPNATION OF A 
D E L I V E R Y  HETHOD. 

6. G3. SAXCHAI'S ZROTHER i S  COLUHNIST KAEWSAN ATIPHOE 
OF IXFLJZ>iT I A i .  HAT1 CHON AHD SIAH RATH NEMSPAPERS. 
DR.  S h X C H A i  S T A T E 3  THAT HE WOULD INFORH H I S  BROTHER 
OF T H E  KAISRI INVESTiGATION LdHICH SHOULD RESULT IN A 
THAI L A N G U A G E  ARTICLE. DR. SAKCHAI APPEARED TO BE 
C G N C E R X E D  T H A T  CBW ALLEGATIONS UERE CAUSING 
U N N E C E S S A R Y  ANXIETY AHONG THAI VILLAGERS, 

- 7 .  COnnENT: 

G T  15 THE CPiNiON O i  BOTH PHYSICIANS Tt!AT THESE 
AiLEGED ViCTIHS M E S T  SUFFERING FROH A SCA3IES 
OUTBREAK tdyICH CCiSCiDED WiTH THE OBSERVATION OF THE 
" Y E L L G M  S P O T S -  ;N T H E  VILLAGE. THE POOR GENERAL 
H Y G i E N E  O F  T E E  YIiLAGERS AND THE CLASSIC CLINICAL 
S I G N S  ARE C0NS;STENT WITH SCABIES ALONE AS T H C - C A U S E  
iIH:TED OFFICIAL USE 
L i M i T E D  OFFICIAL U S E  
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F O i ?  TFEIR SY,klPTCnS. - T H E  YOUNG GIRL'S NEUROLOGICAL 
DISEASE M A S  F E L T  B Y  T H E  PHYSICIANS T O  BE UNRELATED TO 
THE ALLEGZD ATTACK AEi'D POSSIGLY iS SECOHOARY TO 
J A ? A N E S E  B ENCEPHALiTIS, VIRUS WHICH IS ENDEMIC .IN THE 
A .  ;& CONCiLISiONo THESE i S  NO H E X C A L  E U i C E N C E  T O  
SUGGEST T H A T  T H E  VILLAGERS WERE SUFFERING CLINICAL 
S l G N S  03 S Y 3 P T O H S  OF ANY CHEHICAL OR B I O i O G l C A L ~  
WARFARE ATTACK. 
T H E  K F i S R I  VILLA" T;a S WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY MERE 
VICTIflS OF AN AERIAL CHEHZCAL ATTACK FROH LPDR 
TERRlTOaY. THEY APPEARED VERY SINCERE AND MERE 
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E Y ? d A T i i  ; K  DESCFiiZlNG ;HE H i A L i r !  P R G B i E t l S  CAUSED B Y  
Y E L L O W  2A;N. NEYERTHELESS, TdE EVIDENCE RESULTING 
F R O H  T H E  INVESTIGATION LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT T H E  
V I L L A G E R S  CONFUSEa A TEHPORPL CORRELATION OF THEIR 
H E A L T H  P R O B L E H S  A N 0  T H E  NATURAL APPEARANCE OF Y E L L O M  
S P O T S  W I T H  A CAUSE AND EFFECT RELATIONSHIP, T H I S  
C O N F U S i O N  OF TEHPORAL CORRELATiON WITH CAUSATION 
APPEARS NATdRAL AS THE VILLAGERS HAVE NEITHER T H E  
E D U C A T I O N  NOR T H E  SCIENTIFIC HEANS TO ESTABLISH 
CAUSALITY AND T H U S  IT IS LOGICAL TO ASSUME THEIR 
S I N C E R I T Y  BUT NOT T H E  CORRECTNESS OF THEIR 
CONCLUSIONS. DEAN 
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