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SUBJECT: B8C TVY "HORIZON™ ROCUMENTARY: “=BIl0LOGY AT WAR--
THE MNYSTERY OF YELLON RAIN."

SUMMARY: THIS 60-MINUTE DOCUMENTARY, BROADCAST
PRIME-TIME, MAY 15, AND WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY JEREHY
TAYLOR, EXAMINED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT'S CLAIM THAT THE
SOVIET UNION AND ITS ALLIES HAVE USED A CHEMICAL ‘
WEAPON--"YELLOW RAIN"--IN S.E. ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN, AND
CONTENDED THAT THE U.S. INTERPRETATION QF AVAILABLE
EVIDENCE WAS UNSOUND. A RIGOROUS, IF NOT METHODICAL
EXERCISE IN “DETECTIVE WORK,~” THE PROGRAM DID NOQOT ATTEMPT
TC REACH ANY CONCLUSION OTHER THAN SUGGESTING THAT, IF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS TREATIES HAD SEEN VIOLATED, “YE_LOW RAIN®
WAS UNLIKELY .TO BE THE CAUSE, AND THAT THE "SEE-EXCREMENT®
THEQRY WENT FURTHEST TO EXPLAIN YELLOW RAIN'S "MYSTERY.-
END SUMMARY.

. AMONG THAGCSE INTERVIEWED, MOST NOTABLE WERE CONGRESSMAN
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CHISTEIR NMIRCIHA, JNIVEARS I?y)or.ﬂxp’ésorﬂ. 0u>iHOS_ .
RESZARCH THI <.S. SOVEANMENT'S ALLEZATIONS wERZ SAID
JARSE.Y TO DIPEND. HOWEVER, THCSE wWHO SCUGHKT TO REIFUTE

TAZ <c.S. GCVIRNMENT'S CASE WERE GIVEN MOST PLAY: PRCF.
MATHEZ W MISZL_SCN, HARVARD:; AND SRANT EVANS, SOCIAL
ANTHROPCL.CSIST AND AUTHOR OF "THEZ YELLOW RAINMAKEZIRS.™ AS
wZ.L AS INTERVIEWING THESE PROMINENT FIGURES, THZ PROGRAM
RE_IEZEC HAZAVIL_IY ON LOCATION FOOTAGE I[N NORTHERN THAILAND
AND _AQS, FEATJRING CONVERSATIONS WITH HMONG TRISESPEOQPLE.

3. THE PROGRAM POINTED TO THE PAYSICAL EVIDZNCE OF
MYCOTOXINS IN YELLOW RAIN SAMPLES (WHICHK, ACCORDING TC
HORIZON, U.S. OFFICIALS HAD THOUGSHT TO CONSTITUTE THE
“SMOKING GUN™ OF HARD-AND-FAST PROOF), AND ALLEGED THAT
SOME SCIENTISTS HAD CLAIMED THAT THIS EVIDENCE WS
INCONCLUSIVE., PROF. MESELSON ARGUED THAT YELLOW RAIN WAS
A NATURAL PHENOMENON, CAUSED BY FLIGHTS OF DEFECATING
SEES. HOWEVER, THE LINK BETWEEN BEE-EXCREMENT AND THE
REPORTED CASES OF DZIATH AND SICKNESS THROUGH EXPQSURE TO
YELLOW RAIN, WHICH JIM LEACH GAVE EXAMPLES OF, WAS NOT
ADEQUATELY EXPLAINED, THOUGH THE HYPOTHESIS THAT

EE-EXCREMENT MIGHT SOMETIMES LAND ON FUN3I, ON WHICH
MYCOTOXINS OCCUR, AND THAT FUNGI OFTEN rOdND [TS WAY [NTO
THE DIET OF NATIVES, WAS CITED.

4. MJCH OF THE DOCUMENTARY FOLLOWED GRANT EVANS' TRAVELS
IN LAOS. HE SJUPPORTED MESELSON'S THEORIES, BUT WENT
FJURTHER IN ATTEMPTING TO EXPLAIN REFUGEES' STQRIES OF
CHEMICAL ATTACK IN TERMS OF A "MYTH™ [.E. THE RESPONSE OF
AN ORAL SOCIETY TO YEARS OF EXPOSURE TO 20TH CENTURY WAR,
IN wHlICH AIR-RAIDS AND "BEE-DEFECATION™ HAD SECOME LINKED
IN THE MINDS QF LAOTIANS. IN THIS ATTEMPT HE WAS
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S¢PPORTED 8Y TwO QUAKERS, JACQUI CHAGNON AND RC3ER RUMPF,
w0 HAAD _IVID IN LACS AND RETURNED TO [NVESTIGATE YELLOW
RAIN. [N FOCJUSING ON THESE 1DEAS, THE PROGRAM REL_IED CON A
SE.ZCTIVE HISTORY OF U.S. INVOLVEMENT IN THE REGION,
PCINTING PARTICULARLY TO A J.S. PROGRAM [N 1973, wWAICH
#CRIZON CLAIMED WAS AIMED AT DESTROYINS THEI NARCOTICS
TRACE IN S.Z. ASIA 8Y SPRAYING THE _ACTIAN CPlJM CRCP wiTH
AERS51CICE. THZ PRCIRAM CCONSIDZREID THIS A "SKI_ETCN IN THE
AMIRICAN CLCSIT™ wAllrA AAD CCONTRISUTED TC THE YZ_.Cw RAIN
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5. CONC.SIONE 5 3N JAESWORSS OF THY DAILZ TXLESRAPH FOR
THE SJCCEIIDING DAY “TRE UCNGEIR'THIS PAIRSTHRKING
DCCJUMENTARY ®ENT ON THE FARTHER IT MOVED FROM ANSWERS TC
THZ QUESTIONS IT RAISED.™ CONCENTRATING ALMCST WAOLLY CN
_ACS AND THI EIXPERIENCES OF TAE WMONG TRIBESPEOPLE,
SCRIICN I3NORED THE ISSUE OF CHEMICAL WARFARE IN
AF3HANISTAN. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE NON-POLEMICAL APPRCACA TO
MOST OF THE ISSUES IT RAISED, THE PROGRAM WAS PRIMARILY
CONCERNED WITH COMPARATIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE
EVIDENCE. A CASSETTE OF THIS PROGRAM IS SEING POUCHED TC
§/TV.-ARNOLD
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