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E.O. 1 2 3 5 6  N I P  
SUBJECT: BBC T V  " H O R I Z O N "  QOCUIIENTARY: "BIOLOGY A T  Y A R - -  
THE PIYSTERY OF Y E L L O W  R A I N .  " 

SUHHARY: T H I S  6 0 - M I N U T E  DOCUMENTARY* BROADCAST 
P R I M E - T I H E ,  H A Y  15, AND URITTEN AND PRODUCED B Y  J E R E M Y  
T A Y L O R ,  E X A M I N E D  T H E  U.S. GOVERNNENT'S CLAIH T H A T  T H E  
S O V I E T  U N I O N  AND ITS ALLIES t-lAVE USED A CHEYICAL 
WEAPON--"YELLOW R A I N a - - I N  S.E. ASIA AND AFGHANISTAN, AND 
C O N T E N D E D  T H A T  T Y E  2.S. INTERPRETATION OF AVAILABLE 
E V I D E N C E  WAS UNSOUND. A RIGOROUS, IF NOT METHODICAL 
E X E R C I S E  IN 'DETECTIVE UORK," T H E  PROGRAM DIO NOT ATTEHPT 
T O  R E A C H  ANY CONCLUSION OTHER THAN SUGGESTING TdAT, IF 
C d E H I C P L  UEAPONS T R E A T I E S  EAD SEEN VIOLATED, " Y E k i O W  RAIN' 
U P S  2NLIKELY.TO BE T H E  CAUSE, AND THAT Tt!E 'SEE-EXCREMENT' 
T d E O R Y  J E N T  F d R T d E S T  T O  EXPLAIN Y E L L O W  RAIN'S "MYSTERY." 
E N D  SUHHPRY. 
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C , j E S T E . G  P IilCC,jA, d.V I YEAS:I'TY OF) H IN$~~:scT;P,, , OC I~$O[S:, , ; ,  
F i E S E A a C ~  Tt!E L.S. ;ovEA~H!N)T*'$ P : L ~ S P ~ ~ O N S  d E R E  S A I D  
,F3;E,Y T C  3E?ENC. r!OtdEVER, Tr!CSE Wr!O SOd;r!T TO R E F d T E  
T,!E L.S. ;CVE3XHENT9S CASE dE3E GIVEh MOST ?,AY: ?aCf. 
YATr!En YES:-SCN, r!ARVA2D; AND GRANT EVANS, SOC IA, 
ANTr!RO?C-CSIST AND AdTr!OR OF "TI-!E YELLOW RAINHAKERS." AS 
W E - -  A S  INTERVIEWINS T d E S E  PRCHINENT FIZJRES, T H E  ?2OS2AH 
FiE-IE2 .+EAVI,IY ON LOCATION FOOTAGE IN NORTHE2N T e A I - A N D  
E N 3  L A O S ,  F E A T J R I N S  CONVE2SATIONS dITH dMONG TRISES?EO?LE. 

3. Tr!E ?ROYRAH P O I N T E D  T O  T?E Pi-!YSICAL EVIDENCE OF 
F Y C O T O X I N S  IN YELLOM RAIN SAH?iES (WHICH, ACCORDINS T C  
i?ORIZON, J.S. OFFICIALS HAD TeOUGHT TO CONSTITUTE Tr!E 
'SHOKINS SZN" OF H A R D - A N D - F A S T  PROOF), AND A L L E G E D  T H A T  
S O M E  S C I E N T I S T S  H A D  CLAIMED T H A T  THIS EVIDENCE dtS 
INCONCLUSIVE. PROF. MESELSON ARGUED THAT Y E L L O M  R A I N  M A S  
A N A T U R A L  PHENOMENON, CAUSED 9 Y  FLIGHTS OF D E F E C A T I N S  
SEES. HOYEVER, T H E  LINK SETWEEN SEE-EXCREMENT AND T H E  
R E P O R T E D  C A S E S  OF D E A T H  AND SICKNESS THROZSH E X P O S U R E  T O  
Y E i L O U  R A I N ,  WHICH J I M  L E A C H  SAVE EXAMPLES OF, UPS NOT 
A D E C U A T E L Y  EXPLAINED, T H O U G H  T H E  HYPOTHESIS T d A T  
S E E - E X C R E M E N T  MIGHT SOHETIMES iAND ON FUN,SI, ON WHICH 
H Y C O T O X I N S  OCCUR, AND T H A T  FUNGI OFTEN FOUND ITS WAY INTO 
T d E  D I E T  OF NATIVES, UPS CITED. 

. H J C H  OF T H E  DOCZMENTARY FOLiOYED ;RANT E V A N S '  T R A V E L S  
I N  LAOS. A E  SJPPORTED HESELSON'S THEORIES, ~ W T  ~ E N T  
F J R T H E R  IN A T T E M P T I U S  T O  EXPLAIN REFiJSFLS' S T O R I E S  OF 
C d E P I C A i  ATTACK IN T E R H S  OF A "HYTi-!" I.€. THE R E S P O N S E  OF 
AN O R A L  S O C I E T Y  T O  YEARS OF EXPOSURE TO 2OTH C E N T d R Y  MAR, 
IN MeICr! A I R - R A I D S  AN0 "BEE-DEFECATION" HAD S E C O M E  L I N K E D  
IN T H E  H I N D S  OF LAOTIANS. IN THIS ATTEMPT dE dAS 
~ N C L A S S I F I E D  
d N C L A S S I F I E 0  

?AGE 03 LONDON 11771 2409342 

Sd?PORTED 9Y T M O  ZJAKERS, JPCZUI CdAUNON AND 2 C S E R  RLJY?F, 
*t!O r!AD - 1 V E D  IN ,ACS AND RETZRNED TO INVESTIGATE Y E L L O d  
R A N  IN F O C J S I N G  ON T.4ESE IDEAS, T,!E PaOGRAP R E L I E D  CN A 
S E - E C T I V E  r!ISTORY OF 2.S. INVOLVEYENT IN T e E  2 E G I O N ,  
? C i N T I N G  PPRTICI?,A~LY T O  A J.S. PRCGRAP IN 1 9 7 3 ,  d+ICr! 
d C 3 I Z O K  C,AIYE3 dAS AIHED AT ilEST3OYIN; T.+E KA2COTI;S 
T A E 2 E  IN S.E. ASiA 9 Y  S?RPYIN; Tr!E ,POTIAN C?I,!,Y CaC? dIT5 
+EiiS:CI2E. T.+E P R C G R A Y  CCNSI2EREil T.!IS A "SSE-ETCS IN T.!E 
A Y E 3 I C A N  C-CSET' n&IC,+ r!Aa CCST2IS2TEZ TC 7.4: YE,,Cn 3 A t S  
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