
1 

e 

'n Department o f  State 
* *  0 . .  * 

a 1 )  , ,  , * * *  * * )  * )  
LJ , * * a *  * * * B  , , ::: : . *  * * @  , 

* *  * * *  , I  L- ' " , ;** :: I , ,  , )  , I '  , , 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ) II 0 I , 

AN: 08V0253-0972 
LIHITEO OFFICIAL USE I 
PAGE 01 STATE 113087 1 ORIGIN E M - 0 0  

INFO OCT-00 COPYoOl nos-00 f l@-)O EUR-00 SS-00 
DOOE-00 44-01 C I AE-00 

10-15 NSCE-00 NSAE-00 SSO-00 HA-08 
I L-03 pH-10 PA-01 OHB-01 INRE-00 SIG-03 USIE-00 

SP-02 SNP-01 PRS-01 I057 R 

DRAFTED BY EAPI VLK : TABREESE 
WPROVEO BY EAP: JHONJO 
EAPIVLK: HLBRECKON 
EAPITB: WENOERSON (SUBS) 
EAPIP: WLENOERKING 
HAIHR: OROBERTS (SUBS) 
PA: HAYOOEN - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ ~ ~ - -  001120 1809362 I 2 1  
0 P l 8 m q l Z  APR li)q 
F(V ~mrdr€  kulw 
r0 AMWMW W t I W  INEOIAt'' 
MEHBASSY KUALA LUHPUR IHHEOIATE 
AHEHBASSY JAKARTA IHHEDIATE - 

RELEASE ( ) OZCLASRIFY AHEHBASSY HANILA IHHEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY SINGAPORE IHHEDIATE ( ) DECLASG [W i n  PA]:T' 
AHEHBASSY TOKYO IHHEOIATE ( )DENY ( ) non-respcilsive '"10. 
AHEHBASSY CANBERRA IHHEDIATE FOI, ~0 or PA exemptions 

- 
AHEHBASSY WELLINGTON IHHEDIATE ~3 auiho~iiy LO: 

AHEHBASSY BEIJING IHHEDIATE -- i OLSURJ 
( ) CLASSIFY as 

AHEHBASSY BONN IMHEOIATE 
( ~JOWNGWE TS to ( ) S 0' ( ) C* 

AHEHBASSY PARIS IHHEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY LONDON IHHEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY THE HAGUE IHHEOIATE 
AHEHBASSY BRUSSELS IHHEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY LUXEHBOURG IHHEOIATE 
AHEHBASSY ROHE IHHEDIATE 
AHEHBASSY DUBLIN IHHEDI ATE 
AHEHBASSY STOCKHOLH IHHEO A E d I AHEHBASSY COPENHAGEN IHHE I TE 
AHEHBASSY BELGRADE IHHEOIATE 
LIHITEO OFFICIAL USE 
LIHITEO OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 113087 

AHEHBASSY OTTAWA IHHEOIATE 



INFO AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RANGOON PRIORITY 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 
CINCPAC HONOLULU H I  0000 

L IMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 113087 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD] BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEC 

E - 0 ,  12356: N I P  
TAGS: MOPS, SOPN, VN, CB, TH 
SU8JECT: U, S, STATE'ENT ON YIETNAHESE ATTACKS AL ONG 
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REF: BANGKOK 19847 

1 .  (U) DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN READ THE FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT AT THE NOON BRIEFING APRIL 17: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE UNITED STATES CONDEMNS I N  THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE 
TERMS RECENT VIETNAMESE MILITARY ACTION AGAINST 
SETTLEMENTS NEAR THE THAI-KAMPUCHEAN BORDER CONTAINING 
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF CIVILIANSe THESE PEOPLE HAVE 
SOUGHT REFUGE THERE FROM VIETNAM'S CONTINUING 
OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA -- AN OCCUPATION WHICH VIOLATES 
THE UNITE0 NATIONS CHARTER AND DEFIES REPEATEO UeNe 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOL UT IONS 9 

WHILE DETAILS OF THE ATTACKS ARE NOT CLEAR, VIETNAMESE 
L IM ITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FORCES ATTACKED AND APPARENTLY OVERRAN THREE SEPARATE 
C I V I L I A N  ENCAMPMENTS ON APRILIS, THELAST OAYOFTHE 
KHMER NEW YEN? CELEBRATION. ANOTHER LARGE CAMP HAS 

BEEN SHELLED AND MANY OF I T S  RESIDENTS EVACUATE0 AS A 
PRECAUTION, ALTOGETHER, MORE THAN 75,000 KHMER 
C I V I L I A N S  HAVE BEEN FORCED TO FLEE THESE LATEST 
ATTACKS, HOST OF THEM TO THAILANO. 

WE APPLAUD THE EFFORTS OF THE ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT, 



THE UNITED NATIONS BORDER RELIEF OPERATION (UNBRO), AND 
PRIVhTE VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS I N  ASSISTING THOSE 
C I V I L I A N S  WHO HAVE FLED INTO THAILAND, WE WILL 
CONTINUE OUR SUPPORT FOR THEIR EFFORTS, 

1 SUCH VIETNAMESE ATTACKS ALONG THE THAI BORDER HIGHLIGHT 
THE THREAT TO THAILAND' S SECURITY POSED BY V I ETNAM' S 
OCCUPATION OF KAMPUCHEA* I N  A SIMILAR ATTACK LAST 
MONTH VIETNAMESE FORCES ENTERED THAI TERRITORY* WHERE 
THEY WERE ENGAGED BY THAI FORCES DEFENDING THEIR 
COUNTRY'S SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, THE 
UNITED STATES JOINS THE ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT I N  URGING 
VIETNAM TO RESPECT THAILAND'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, 
WE STAND BY OUR COMIIITMENTS TO THAILAND'S SECURITY. 

WE CALL ON VIETNAM, AS SO MANY OF THE WORLD'S NATIONS 
HAVE DONE, TO WITHDRAW I T S  MILITARY FORCES FROM 
KPHPUCHEA AND TO PERMIT THAT COUNTRY TO CHOOSE I T S  OWN 
GOVERNMENT AN0 - -  FINALLY - -  L I V E  I N  PEACE. 

END TEXT, 

2 ,  ACTION ADDRESSEES (EXCEPT BELGRADE) SHOULD BRING 
T H I S  STATEMENT TO THE ATTENTION OF HOST GOVERNMENTS. 

3,  FOR BONN AND BELGRADE: POST SHOULD PROVIDE A COPY 
L I M I T E D  OFFICIAL USE 
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OF T H I S  STPTEMENT TO THE PARTY OF THAI PRIHE MINISTER 
PREH I F  POSSIBLE. PLEASE ADVISE. 

. THE FOLLOWING FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS WERE ASKED (NOTE - T H I S  I S  AN UNOFFICIAL RECORDl ANY CORRECTION WILL 
FOLLOW): 

Q: WILL THIS AFFECT THE U,S,-THAI SECURITY 
RELATIONSHIP, PERHAPS SPEEDING DELIVERY OF MILITARY 
ITEMS? 

h I DO NOT KNOW OF ANYTHING I N  HAND, AND I 0 0  NOT 
KNOW OF ANY SPECIAL THAI REQUESTS, BUT SHOULD SUCH A 
REQUEST COME* WE WOULD, AS WE HAVE SAID BEFORE' TREAT 
I T  WITH WARMTH AND COMPASSION, 

Q: 0 0  YOU EXPECT THIS STATEMENT TO HPVE A NESATIVE 
L IH ITEO OFFICIAL USE 



IMPACT ON YOUR POW/NIA EFFORTS? 

A: EXPECT I T  TO HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT? DON'T SEE 
THAT THE TWO ARE RELAT", 

C: I S  THE U,S, DOING ANYTHING I N  ADDITICN TO I T S  USUAL 
TO HELP REFUGEES FLOODING INTO THAILAND? 

A I ' L L  CHECK ON THAT 

h .  THE FOLLOWING BACK-UP GUIDANCE WAS PROVIDED THE 
SPOKESMAN (BUT NOT USED): 

Q: HAVE VIETNAMESE FORCES VIOI.ATED THAI i'ERRITORY I N  
THESE LATEST ATTACKS? 
L I M I T E D  O F F I C I A L  USE 
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A: - -  THAILAND HAS NOT SO FAR REPORTED VIETNAMESE 
INCURSIONS DURING THESE LATEST ATTACKS, BUT LAST MONTH 
VIETNAMESE FORCES D I D  CROSS INTO THAILAND AND CLASH 
WITH THAI  TROOPS, I N  THESE LATEST INCIDENTS, AN 
UNARMED THAI  RECONNAISANCE AIRCRAFT WPS SHOT DOWN OVER 
T H A I  TERRITORY AND A HELICOPTER DAMAGED, APPARENTLY BY 
VIETNAMESE FORCES, WE UNDERSTAND THPT THE ROYAL THAI 
GOVERNMENT WILL PROTEST THESE ACTIONS TO THE U.N. 
SECRETARY GENERAL. 

Q: WHICH CAMPS ARE INVOLVED AND WHICH RESISTANCE 
FACTIONS CONTROL THEM? CPN YOU UPDATE THE FIGHTING? 

A :  - -  THE KPNLF'S CAMP AT SOKH SAN AND ITS 
HEADQUARTERS AT AMPIL (BAN SANGAE) WERE BOTH ATTACKED 
AS WAS THE KHMER ROUGE CAMP AT BAN CHARAT. SOKH SAN 
AND BAN CHARAT WERE REPORTEDLY OVERRUN BY VIETNAMESE 
FORCES, DETAILS ARE SKETCHY AT THIS POINT, BUT WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT FIGHTING CONTINUES AT PMPIL BETWEEN 
RESISTANCE FORCES AND THE VIETNAMESE. A PART OF THE 
C I V I L I A N  CAMP HAS BEEN DESTROYED. 

- -  THE FUNCINPEC (SIHANOUK) CAMP AT TA TUM HAS BEEN 
SHEI.LED AND AT LEAST PART OF I T S  C I V I L I A N  POPULATION 
EVACUATED, THERE I S  NO REPORTED GROUND FIGHTING BUT 



VIETNAMESE FORCES ARE MASSED NEAR THE CAMP WITH 
ARTILLERY AND ARMOR. 

Q: HOW MANY C I V I L I A N S  ARE INVOLVED? HAVE THEY ALL 
BEEN EVACUATED TO THAI  TERRITORY? 

A: - -  WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 8,000 C I V I L I A N S  FROM SOKH 
SAN AND 2-39000 FROM BAN CHARAT HAVE BEEN EVACUATED TO 

S I T E S  I N S I D E  THAI  TERRITORY, HOST OF THE 38,000 
L I M I T E D  O F F I C I A L  USE 
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C I V I L I A N S  AT AMPIL (BAN SANGAE) ARE JUST INSIDE THAI  
TERRITORY AMAITING TRANSPORTATION TO A PREVIOUSLY 
PREPARED EVACUATION S I T E .  OTHERS APPARENTLY FLED TO 
NEARBY CAMPS WHILE SOME WERE LAST REPORTED S T I L L  I N  THE 
CAMP. AT LEAST PART OF TA TUM'S 30,000 RESIDENTS HAVE 
BEEN EVACUATED TO A PREPARED S I T E  IN THAILAND, 

- -  WE ARE PLEASED THAT THE RTG UNBRO, AND THE 
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES HAVE BEEN A ~ L E  TO WORK CLOSELY 
TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT C I V I L I A N S  UNDER ATTACK OR 
THREAT OF ATTACK ARE QUICKLY HOVE0 TO SAFER AREAS, 

Q: WERE THERE ANY C I V I L I A N  CASUALTIES? 

A: - -  OUR INFORMATION I S  INCOHPLETE, BUT WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THERE WERE C I V I L I A N  CASUALTIES, 

Q: 010 THE VIETNAMESE USE CHEMICAL WEAPONS I N  THEIR 
ATTACKS? 

A: - -  THERE HAVE BEEN UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS BEING USED. MEMBERS OF THE U.S. EHBASSY'S 
CHEMICAL WEAPONS INVESTIGATION TEAM WILL BE LOOKING 
I N T  0 THESE REPORTS. SHULTZ 
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