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SUBJECT: SYEOISH PRESS REPORT ON POSSIBLE NERVE GAS USE 
I N  KAHPUCHEA 

1: THE FOLLOWING STORY APPEARED I N  THE SWEDISH O A I L Y  
'SVENSKA DAGBLADET" OF FEBRUARY 1 0 .  I T  ACCOMPANIES AN 
A F P  REPORT C I T I N G  T Y A I  REPORTS OF P O S S I B L E  NERVE GAS USE 
A G A I N S T  THE KHMER ROUGE BY THE V IETNAMESE*  

2.  B E G I N T E X T  

S O L D I E R S  WALKED I N T O  I N V I S I B L E  WALL 

FREELANCE J O U R N A L l S T  STAFFAN OAHLLOF, YHO I N  TWO A R T I C L E S  
HAS D E S C R I B E D  THE S I T U A T I O N  AMONG THE KYHER ROUGE I N  
WESTERN KAMPUCHEA, HAS ALSO R E C E I V E D  I N F O R H A T I O N  WHICH 
M I G H T  I N D I C A T E  THAT THE V IETNAHESE USE NERVE GAS I N  THE 
WAR A G A I N S T  THE G U E R R I L L A S *  

- -  "AROUND V I E T N A M ' S  Y 7 9 T H  ARMY HEADQUARTERS I N  S I E M  
REAP OUR S O L D I E R S  HAVE ENCOJNTEREO AN ' I N V I S I B L E  WALL, '"  
SAYS THE P H Y S I C I A N  THIOUNN THIOEUN, WHO ALSO I S  M I N I S T E R  
OF H E A L T H  IN THE RESISTANCE M O V E M E N T ' S  COAL IT ION 
U N C L A S S I F l E D  
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UNCLASS IF I E D  

- -  "THOSE WHO ENTERED THE AREA F E L L  DOWN DEAD I N  A  
F E Y  M I N U T E S *  AFTER V I O L E N T  CONVULSIONS,  THEY HAD NOT 
N O T I C E D  ANY USE OF ARMS BY THE V IETNAMESE, "  - 
I F  THE S T O R I E S  ARE CORRECT I T  COULD I N D I C A T E  THE USE OF 
NERVE GASES L I K E  S A R I N  AND SOMAN* SOLUBLE I N  J E L L Y *  
THESE R E M A I N  ON THE GROUND AND V E G E T A T I O N  A LONG T I M E  
AFTER S P R E A D I N G  AND ARE A C T I V A T E D  ONLY AFTER TOUCH* 

CONSIDERING V I E T N A M ' S  L O W  L E V E L  OF D E V E L O P M E N T  IT IS N O T  
VERY L I K E L Y  THAT V I E T N A M  COULD PRODUCE NERVE GASES OR 
OTHER C Y E M I C A L  WAR PRODUCTS, S I N C E  THE S O V I E T  UNION I S  
R E S P O N S f e L E  FOR ALHOST A L L  D E L I V E R I E S  OF MAR M A T E R I E L  TO 
V I E T N A M  I T  I S  NOT UNREASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT THE 
SUBSTANCE USED COULO BE THE S O V I E T  MADE GAS S O M A N / V R - 5 5 ,  

EVER S I N C E  THE I N V A S I O N  OF KAMPUCHEA I N  1 9 7 9  S O L D I E R S  
FROM T H E  R E S I S T A N C E  MOVEMENT HAVE REPORTED THAT THEY HAVE 
B E E N  EXPOSED TO "YELLOW R A I N "  SPREAO V I A  A R T I L L E R Y  SHELLS 
AND ROCKET LAUNCHERS, THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN EXPOSE0 HAVE 
S U F F E R E D  FROM V I O L E N T  V O M I T I N G *  D I F F I C U L T I E S  I N  
B R E A T H I N G ,  AND P  B U R N I N G  S E N S A T I O N  THROUGHOUT THE BODY, 
I N  S E V E R E  CASES THERE I S  B L E E D I N G  FROM A L L  APERTURES* 

THE t i O R T A L I T Y  RATE HAS BEEN H I G H  AS A RESULT OF B L E E D I N G  
TO D E A T H  OR S U F F O C A T I O N  BECAUSE OF B L O O D - F I L L E D  LUNGS, 
T Y E  SYMPTOMS HAVE L E D  H E D I C A L  AND M I L I T A R Y  EXPERTS TO 
S U S P E C T  TRICHOTHECENE,  S Y N T H E T I C A L L Y  PRODUCED FUNGOUS 
P O I S O N ,  A M E R I C A N  A N A L Y S I S  OF BODY T I S S U E S  FROM ALLEGED 
V I C T l t l S  H A V E  ALSO SHOWN BREAK-DOWN PRODUCTS OF 
T R I C H O T H E C E N E ,  
U N C L A S S I F I E D  
U N C L A S S I F I E D  
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- -  " E V E N  I F  WE HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO PROVE THE 
PRESENCE OF TRICHCTHECENE THE A T T E N T I O N  OF THE WESTERN 
WORLD H A S  MADE THE V IETNAMESE HORE R E S T R A I N E D , '  SAYS 
T H I O U N N  T H I O E U N .  "NOW FEWER S O L D I E R S  D I E  FROM GAS ON THE 
B A T T L E F I E L D  AND WE HAVE NOT HAD ANY 'YELLOW RAIN' CLOSE 
TO THE T H A I  BORDER," 
END T E X T .  
FORSBERG 


