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SURJECT: BBC DOCUNENTARY ON CBW USE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

1. CCONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.)

REF: 83 STATE 298449

2. MR. JEREMY TAYLOR, PRODUCER OF THE BBC TELEVISION
SCIENCE SERIES "HORIZON" HAS CONTACTED THE EMBASSY
CONCERNING A DOCUMENTARY FILM HE IS DOING ON THE
“CHEMICAL WARFARE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE U.S.
GOVERNMENT WITH RESPECT TO ALLEGED INCIDENTS I[N LAGS AND
CAMBODIA.” MR. TAYLOR ARRIVED IN BANGKOK JANUARY 16,
PRECEDED BY A LETTER DATED DECEMBER 21 WHICH WAS

RECEIVED JANUARY 13,

3. ACCORDING TO MR, TAYLOR, HE WISHES TO MEET THE )
EMBASSY'S JOINT CBW UNIT FOR A "RESEARCH BRIEFING" HE '
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IN THE FIELD WHICH HE COULD APPROPRIATELY FIiLM, THAT THE
EMBASSY COOPERATE.

4, MR, TAYLOR'S LETTER REFERS TO ASS[STANCE EARLIER
RECEIVED FROM THE STATE AND DEFENSE DEPARTMENTS,
SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED ARE FILMING OF COLONEL JIM
LEONARD IN PM, DOCTOR SHARON WATSON, FORT DETRICK, AND
DOCTOR EMORY SARVER AT EDGEWOOD ARSENAL, AND A TELEPHONE
INTERVIEW OF COLONEL C. DENNISON LANE,

5. GIVEN THE RANGE OF CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON WITH WHOM
MR. TAYLOR HAS APPARENTLY SPOKEN, AND QUR PAST POLICY OF
COOPERATION WITH THE PRESS, WE BELIEVYE J7 wOULD BE
AWKWARD AND POSSIBLY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE NOT TO SEE MR,
TAYLOR., UNLESS THE DEPARTMENT INSTRUCTS OTHERWISE, WE
PLAN TO GIVE MR, TAYLOR A BACKGROUND BRIEFING ON THE
FORMATION OF THE CBW UNIT, ITS COMPOSITION, AND
OBJECTIVES. THIS WwOULD BE BASED ON APPROVED GUIJDANCE
(REFTEL)., (NOTE: MR, TAYLOR IS ANXIQUSLY AWAITING A
RESPONSE, THUS, ANY INSTRUCTIONS SHOULD BE SENT BY
IMMEDIATE PRECEDENCE TELEGRAM.) WE wWOULD, OF COURSE,
DECLINE TO SPECULATE ON MATTERS OUTSIDE THE IMMEDIATE
PURVIEW OF THE UNIT, SUCH AS ANALYSIS RESULTS.

6. AS FOR THE GQUESTION OF FILMING THE JOINT CBW UNIT'S
ARCTIVITIES, WE INTEND TO DECLINE ANY REQUEST FOR FILMING
BECAUSE OF OUR WISH TO MAINTAIN A LOW PROFILE, AND THE
POSSIBILITY THAT A FILM SEQUENCE COULD BE
MISINTERPRETED, OR USED TO MAKE A POINT WHICH wOULD
PRESENT PROBLEMS. IF THE DEPARTMENT WISHES US TO PERMIT
FILMING OF THE UNIT'S FIELD WORK, IT WiLL BE NECESSARY
TO OBTAIN CLEARANCE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOR
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THE PARTICIPATION OF THE MILITARY MEMBERS OF THE TEAM,
(THE UNIT'S FSO CHIEF IS CURRENTLY ON HOME LEAVE AND
TRAINING IN THE U.5.)

7. BACKGROUND ON THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED TO THE 8B8C
TEAM IN WASHINGTON AND ANY UPDATING OF EARLIER PRESS
GUIDANCE WHICH DEPARTMENT BELIEVES USEFUL WOULD ALSO BE
HELPFUL TO US. DEAN
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