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1. ENTIRE TEXT CLASSIFIED CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL USED.

2., FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE ON TEAM APPROVED BY
DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND DEFENSE TO BE USED AT EMBASSY'S
DISCRETION:

THE USG HAS APPROVED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A TEAM AT THE
U.S. EMBASSY IN BANGKOK TO AUGMENT EFFORTS TO [NVESTIGATE
THE USE OF CHEMICAL/TOXIN WEAPONS [N SOUTHEAST ASIA. THE
TEAM WILL BE HEADED BY A FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER WITH AN
EXTENSIVE BACKGROUND IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. IT WILL ALSO
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WELL AS IN ANALYSIS OF AND PROTECTION AGAINST THESE
WEAPONS.

evcoee

THE TEAM'S MISSION WwILL BE TO MONITOR AND MAKE AN INITIAL
TECHNICAL EVALUATION OF REPORTS OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE.-
IT WILLALSO CONDUCT [NTERVIEWS AND EVALUATE CLAIMS OF
ALLEGED VICTIMS OF CHEMICAL/TO N ATTACKS.

FOLLOWING ARE DRAFT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS,

Q: DOES THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THIS TEAM REFLECT
INCREASED USE OF CHEMICAL/TOXIN WEAPONS BY
SOVIET-BACKED FORCES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA?

A: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE TEAM IS INTENDED TO PUT
GREATER RESOURCES INTO THE OVERALL EFFORT TO EVALUATE
CHEMICAL/TOXIN WEAPONS USE. ONE OF THE TASKS OF THE
TEAM WILL BE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE INCIDENCE IS
INCREASING OR NOT, [T REFLECTS THE GREAT CONCERN WITH
- WHICH THE USG VIEWS THE USE OF THESE WEAPONS AND THE
PLIGHT QF VICTIMS, '

Q:  WHY HAS [T TAKEN SO LONG FOR THE USG TO SET UP A~ ..

TEAM DEDJCATED TO THIS EFFORT?

At IN THE PAST THE USG HAS BEEN ABLE TO RELY ON THE
EFFORTS OF SEVERAL OFFICERS FROM QUR EMBASSY WHO
PERFORMED MUCH OF THIS WORK [N ADDITION TO THEIR OTHER
DUTIES. [N ORDER TO ENSURE CONTINUITY TO QUR EFFORT,
WE ARE SETTING UP A MORE SYSTEMATIC ORGANIZATIONAL
FRAMEWORK AND ASSIGNING PERSONS WITH GREATER TECHNICAL
EXPERTISE TO EVALUATE THE REPORTS AND EVIDENCE WE
CONFIDENTIAL e

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 03 STATE 298449

RECEIVE.

G: WILL THE TEARM ASSIST THE THA! [N THE DEVELOPMENT OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS?

A: NO.
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GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND.
IF ASKED
Q: HOW LARGE WILL THE TEAM BE?
SERVICE OFFICER AND TWo NILITARY GFFICERST THEY WILL

HAVE ONE OR TWO ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS TO AID THE
WORK OF THE OFFICE.,

@3 WILL THE TEAM WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH THAI
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES? )

A: THE TEAM WILL OFFER [TS ASSISTANCE IN APPROPR‘RTE
CIRCUMSTANCES TO THE THAI GOVERNMENT. ~ SHULTZ
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