Departinent of Slaie cva o

\ “

ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁi\hﬁﬂuﬂwaw

(Foz34>
N

e e - o ,
SUMCLARSIFLED o
® 3 [ 1] iy [} 1 ) Ty ’ 1l il LY ¥ v
L ] L ] J il 0 XS] ] Ial I i ¥ ) ) N
S0 i s RN DBLGESER011 S
L N . . l o l oy ) EERYES) Y ()

PAGE 01 CANBER 10051 0! OF 02 14061912
ACTION EA-12

UNCLASSIFIED

iINFO 0CT-00 COPY-0! ADS-00 [NR-10 EUR-172 CIAE-00 DODE-00

(0-15 NSAE-00 L-03 PM-08 PA-02 0ES-09  ACDA-12
SP-02 PRS-01 /087 W
------------------ 152455 1418507 /4N

R 14060172 CCT 83

FM AHEMBASSY CANGERRA
TO SECSTATE WASHOC 3427 DEPAHEMENTOFSTi;§z£:S?CﬂWR cy/lé&f/
DATE/133,

INFO ANEMBASSY BANGKOK
RHEMOASSY YIENTIANE ) RELEAST, () DECLASEI
AHEMERSST OTTANA ( )BXCISE  ( )DECLASIIFY in PALT
USHISS.ON LSUN NEW YORK ( )DENY ( ) Non-regpengive 1nko.
WSTA WASHUC 3185 FOI, EO or PA exemptions

T3 autherity tor
UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 CANBERRA 10Q@BGLASSTFY as 2 JADR
’ ( ) DOWNGRADE T8to( )Sor( )C, OADR

.G, 12756 N/A
TSG8T PARM, AS, VN
SUBJECT: NEWS ARTICLE ON YELLOW RAIN

i FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED [N QCTOUER 1¢Z [ISSUE OF
"THE AGSTRALIAN™ AND [§ BYLINEQ PETER SAMULL IN
WASHINGTON. Wi HOULD APPRECIATE WHATEVER
INFORMATION/COMMENTS DEPARTMENT CAN OFFER ON DETAILS OF
ARTICLE.

2. BEGIN TEXT:

VIEYT DEFECTOR GIVES DETAILS OF 'YELLOW RAIN' WAREFARE

FROM PETER SAMUEL IN WASHINGTON

WESTERN INTELLIGENCE SERVICES HAVE RECEIVED DETAILED
NFORMATION ON SOVIET "YELLOW RAIN" AND OTHER CHEMICAL
KAREFARE ACTIVITIES (M SOUTH-EAST ASIA FROM-AN ARTICLERY
COMMANDER ¥MO SURRENDERED TO KAMPUCHEAN GUERILLAS EARLIER
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THE VIETNAHESE'ER@WP »0n°ﬁﬁutﬁ FUR LWLU.C%) o REFARE,
NGUYEN QUAN, [5 ONT OF THKE KOSYT [HMPORTANT COMNUNISET
MILITARY OFFICERS TO COME UNDER JMESTERN CONTROL AMND HAS
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF [NTENSE INTERROGATION SINCE HIS
SURRENDER.

DETAILS OF HIS STATEMENTS CAME FROM MR. MI
RESEARCHER AT THE GEORGETOWMN CENTRE FOR STF
INTERNATIONAL STUODIES IN WASHINGTON.

AT
GIC AND

"WE BEGAN RECEIYING CHEMICAL WEAPONS FROM THE SOVIET
UNION AS EARLY AS 1970", SAID QUAN.

THEY INCLUDED ARTILLERY SHELLS, AIR-LAUNCHED CCHTAINERS,
SMALL PORTABLE PUMPS FOR SPRAYING AND, AS TIML PASSED,
"MORE AND MORE OF THIS STUFF ARRIVED",

GUAN SAID ME SAW AN OFFICIAL PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIEZTNAH
REPORT [W EITHER 1977 QR 1978 WHICH STATED OQM: THIRJI OF
THE ARTILLERY SHELLS SUPPLIED BY THE SOVIET UNION WERE
SPECIAL"™ - THE TERM USED TO DESCRIBE CHEMICAL AND
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE.

THE SOVIET - SUPPLIEC CHEMICAL WARFARE MATERIALS WERE
USUALLY MARKED "H".

2 G W
"THE AiIR FORCE USES 1HF HOST POTENT. H=1, ¥HIZH DESTROVYS
ALL FORMS OF ANKIMAL AND VEGETABLE LIFE. IN THE ARTILLERY
WE USED A SOMEWHMAT LESS POTENT VARIETY, H-2, FIRED IN
155, 130 AND 105MM SHELLS".
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"FOR THE MORTARS HWE HAD H-3 WHICH IS ALSC PROOUCED ik
CCNTAIKERS OF 25KG, WHICH ARE CARRIED Ox THE SHOULOERS OF
THE TROOPS FGR USE &Y PORTABLE PUMPS. THESE ARE OPERATED
BY SPECIAL UNITS WiTH MASKS AND UNIFORMS DESIGNED
ESPECIALLY FOR THiS HORK".

"FINALLY, THERE ARE CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES [N POKDER FORM,
I[N SMALL 250GM SACKS WHICH ARE USED TO POISON WELLS,
FOUNTAINS AND WATER MAINS™, SAID QUAN.

ASKED HOW HE KHtM SALLS IH?? KaRERLiF v T NAS TRAINED
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IN CHEMICAL WRRFRRE, LVKE MANY "GF MY COULEAGUES, IN THE
SCHOGL AT SON TAY. IN VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY SCHOOLS ONE
FIFTH OF THE TIME IS DEVOTED TO TRAINING FOR CHEMICAL

WARFARE".

QUAN SAID HE WAS TRAINED BY OLDER OFFICERS k{0 HAD
ATTENDED =SPECIAL COURSES I[N THE SOVIET UNION". HE
REMEMBERED ONE "VERY I[MPRESSIVE" TRAINING FILM TITLED THE
TRUTH OF THE SINO-SOVIET BORDER, ®HICH DESCRIBED THE
EFFECTIVE USE OF CHEMICALS BY SOVIET FQRCES AGAINST THE
CHINESE IN 1963-4, ON THE USSURI RIVER.
QUAN SAID: “THERE WERE SYSTEMATIC ATTACKS WIiTs CHEMICAL
HEAPONS [N LAQS AND KAMPUCHEA. BETHWEEN THE ENO OF 1917
AND 1978 IN LAOS, H-1 WAS USED IN THE IONE WHERZ GENERAL
VAN PAO COMMANDED A FAIRLY SUCCESSFUL RESISTANCE.

ALMOST 100SQ@ KM OF JUNGLE WERE DESTROYED AND POISQNED
AFTER THE FAILURE OF THE YIETNAMESE SECOND DIVISION. ANU
THE PATHET LAG TO PUT DOWN THE GUERILLAS".

QUAN NAMED DEPOSITS OF STOCKS OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS AS
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SUGJECT: NEWS ARTICLE ON YELLOW RAIN

JEING "FAMOUS™ AT LOKG BINH AND DANANG IN VIETHAM. [N
XAMPUCHEA HE SAID THERE WERE DEPOSITS AT KAMPOQHG CHAM,
SIEM RIEP, SBAY RIEP AND JATTAMBANG THAT HE KNEW OF,
ALTHOUGH THERE WERE PROBABLY OTHERS.

THE ARTILLERY OFFICER PRODUCED A WARITTEN STATEMEXNT IN
4HiCH HE SAIDY “ALL OF THE POISONOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES
ARE YERY DANGEROUS TO PEOQPLE. THEY CAN CRUELLY DESTROY
ANTMAL, HUMAN AND VEGETABLE LIFE. EACH TYPE HMAS
CIFFERENT EFFECTS. WHEN THE CHEMICAL ARTILLERY SHKELLS
ZXPLODE CLOSE-BY ONE CAN CLEARLY SEE A DARK YELLOW

CLouD. IT IS VERY LIGHT, LIGHTER THAN AIR AND THEREFQRE
JISAPPEARS RAPIOLY. IT SHELLS LIKE FRESHLY CUT RAW
GARLIC i U KT

THE NRITTEN TESTIMONY CLAIMS 35 TO 40 PER CENT OF THE
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SOMEWI{AT EMBARRASSING TGO THE AMERICANS IS5 THE STATEMKENT
BY QUAN THAT SOME OF THE CHEMICALS USED BY THE VIETNAMESE
ARMY WERE MARKED "CI", LEFT BEHIND AFTER THEIR |
W{THORAKAL. END TEXT. LYNE ;
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