Depariment of State

Vdewww

X R »

CONFIDENTIAL

20

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 01 BANGKO 38113 01 OF " 0
ACTION PM-08 ' \/@ K /

INFO OCT-00 - COPY-01 ADS-00  INF

10-15 NEA-06  NSCE-00 NSAE-00
--------- peeve~---353251 1610392 /
P 1606182 JUL 83

FN AMEMBASSY BANGKOK |
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6527 |
INFO AMENBASSY VIENTIANE | - N
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI’ ‘

AMEMBASSY LONDON
AMENBASSY OTTANA
AMCONSUL UDORN
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA
AMEMBASSY BEIJING
AMCONSUL HONG KONG
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK P :
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW (3 Doriemat S Ta e rem . 1o o
CORAARADCOM EDGEWOOD ARS MD PTG 20 B Ry i
DIRUSAMIIA FT DETRICK

CIA WASHOC

DIA WASHINGTON DC//

CDR/FSTC CHARLOTTESVILLE

CONF I ODENTT AL SECTION 01 OF 05 BANGKOK 38113

CORRETCTETD COPY (PARA FIVE)
CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: MOPS, LA
SUBJECT: ALLEGED CONTINUING C8W USE IN LAOS

REF: (A) DIA 141916 JUL 83 (NOTAL), (B) BANGKOK 3I5095(NOT
- (C) STATE 118987 (NOTAL) :

~ CONTIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
PAGE 02 GANGKO, 38113 01 OF 05 16103512
1. cc - ENTIRE FeaTp, 3 ' L iE P b
CONFIDENTIAL



y
] )
i
)
)

Ceoww
G ww

0 b
29 i RERES ]

CONFIDENTIAL

2. SUMMARY, THIS MESSAGE DETAILS INTERVIEWS WITH TEN
HMONG WHO RECENTLY ARRIVED IN THAILANO FROM LAGS. THEY
REPORT EIGHTEEN ATTACKS WITH LETHAL CHEMICAL AGENTS I[N
LAOS DURING 1983 AT SEVEN OIFFERENT LOCATIONS. THEY ALSO
REPORT DEATHS OF AT LEAST SIXTY-SEVEN HMONG. HOWEVER,
THE INTERVIEWS SUGGEST THAT FEWER HMONG ARE DYING NOW THAN
IN THE PAST. THIS MAY BE PARTLY DUE TO THE GREATER
EXPERIENCE OF THE HMONG [N DEALING WITH YELLOW RAIN.
IT IS ALSO POSSIBLY DUE TO THE EXOOUS OF HMONG FROM (CBw
TARGET AREAS AND/OR USE OF DIFFERENT CHEMICALS OR
MIXTURES OF CHEMICALS, HOWEVER, WE ARE UNABLE TOQ VERIFY
THE LATTER TWO HYPOTHESES. END SUMMARY.
3. THIS MESSAGE 'IS BASED ON INTERVIEWS CONCERNING CBw
USE IN LAOS DURING 1983 AND PREVIOQUSLY CONDUCTED BY
OR. AMOS TOWNSEND [N BUNG KAM, THAILAND JULY 1-5 1983,
DR. TOWNSEND INTERYIEWED HMONG WHO HAD RECENTLY ARRIVED
AFTER CROSSING INTO THAILAND FROM LAOS. IN GENERAL, DR.
TOWNSEND OBSERVED THAT RECENT HMONG REFUGEES APPEARED TO
- BE IN YERY POOR PHYSICAL CONDITION WITH WIDESPREAD MAL-
NUTRITION. HE THOUGHT THE GROUP HE SAW [N BUNG KAM WAS
AS BAD OFF AS ANY GROUP HE HAD SEEN SINCE COMING TO

THAILAND IN 1979, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE KHMER 7
ARRIYING I[N THE FALL OF 1979. (Qélzzﬂ>
R | A 4
q'

MALE, AGE 28, SAID HE IS FROM THE VILLAGE OF BAN

PHA THE C(YIC. UG 3005) ABOUT THREE KILOMETERS FROM

BAN THAVIANG. HE REPORTED CW ATTACKS ON THE VILLAGE

ON APRIL 2, 1983 AND SOMETIME [N JANUARY OF THIS

YEAR. THE APRIL ATTACK WAS BY AN AN-2 AIRCRAFT,

WHICH HE SAID MADE A SINGLE PASS AT ABOUT 1500
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FEET. EIGHTEEN PEOPLE OF A VILLAGE WHOSE POPULATION
IS TWENTY-NINE FAMILIES BECAME [LL. FOURTEEN OF THE
EIGHTEEN DIED. SYMPTOMS BEGAN TO OCCUR MORE THAN
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AFTER THE ATTACK. THE MATERIAL
WAS INITIALLY BRIGHT YELLOW AND MOIST, WITH SPOT
SIZES ESTIMATED FROM 3MM TO 12MM [N DIAMETER. THE
AREA COVERED WAS GREATER THAN ONE KILOMETER IN
LENGTH, THE WIDTH UNKNOWN. SYMPTOMS [NCLUDED A

HIGH MALARIA-LIKE FEVER STARTING TWO/FOUR DAYS

AFTER THE WTTACKS *NAUSER, ~¥OMLTING ,wlTH BLOOD,
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CONFIDENTIAL
SORE THROAT, HEADACHE, AND HEZARING PROBLEMS, 3UT

NO VISUAL PROBLENMS. .
i 7. - , ji.é(?
S.E:j. SAID THE JANUARY ATTACK ON THE VYILLASEZ By /

OF BAN PHA "THE WAS FROM A HELICOPTER AT AN ALTITUOZ
OF ABGUT 1000 FEET ABOVE THE VILLAGE. COMPGSITION
AND APPEARANCE OF THE CHEMICAL AND SYMPTOMS WERSE
IDENTICAL TG THE APRIL ATTACK. HE SALO THAT IN
JANUARY, ELEVEN VILLAGERS DIED. THE SOURCE
ESTIMATED THAT A THIRD OF THE VILLAGE wAS MAOE [i.
Y THE ATTACK. A SECOND SOURCE FOR THESE ATTACKS, 7
- T MALE, 20, RECALLED SEEING MANY ANIMALS
b=gi1e, INCLUDING PGS, COWS, BUFFALOES, HQRSES,
00GS AND GOATS. FEWER ANIMALS DIED IN APRIL THAN
IN JANUARY. BOTH SOURCES RECALLED MIN[MAL PLANT
DAMAGE. VYANG CHENG DESCRIBED THE MATERIAL AS ~YELLOW LIXE

POLLEN."
oA _.4,

. T

MALE, 27, SAID THAT HE IS FROM THE VILLAGE OF 74
NHA TUANG (VIC. UG 1723). HE CLAIMED THE VYILLAGE

WAS HIT FOUR TIMES QURING 1982-83, MOST RECENTLY ON

THE MORNING OF MAY 15 BY A FOUR-ENGINED PROPELLER-

ORIVEN AIRCRAFT FLYING AT HIGH ALTITUDE. HE SAID

THAT VILLAGERS COULO NGT SEE THE MATERIAL AS [T
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NCSZ5_£2DS8, TZIARS, ANOREZX]A, THE SENSATION OF BEING
ORuNK, ZYE PAIN, HEADACHE, ARTHRALGIA, MYARLGIA,
VISURL AND HEARING PROBLEMS. THOSEZ whQ DIED
rAD SEVERE HEADACHE, BLOODY COuGH AND CHOKING.
«A1CKENS, PIGS AND DOGS DIED. POPPIES, VEGETABLES
ANC TAPIOCA SEEMED TO ROT IN THE GROUND, BUT
BAMBOC APPEARED TO BE UNAFFECLTED. THE AREA [CON-
TAMINATED wAS ONE/TWO SQUARE KILOMETERS. HE

SAID THERE WERE ALSO FIVE DEATHS I[N THE FIRST
RTTACK (RPRIL 1982), BUT THE VILLAGERS TREATED
TAEMSE_VES wITH OPIUM AFTER EACH ATTACK AND THERE
WERE FEWER DEATHS .(SIC) AND SHORTER ILLNESSES.
TrlS SOURCE SAID THAN WAEN YILLAGEIRS COMPLAINED

TO _PDR OFFICIALS [N 1982 THEY WERE TOLD, ~IT'S

JUST BEE FECES.” (SID) .
I - (LD

MA_Z, 23, SAID THAT HE COMES FROM THE VILLAGE OF POU
_OUANG WHICH IS ARBOUT A THREE-AOUR wALK FROM BAN
PHAA THE. THIS SOURCE CLAIMS TO HAVE EXPERIENCED
TWwO CHEMICAL ATTACKS, THE LATEST IN JANUARY 1983

IN POU LOUANG AND ON THE wAY TO BAN PHA THE. IN
THIS INCIDENT HE NEITHER SAW NOR HEARD AN AIRCRAFT,
BUT OBSERVED YELLOW SPOTS ON THE LEAVES AND ROCKS.
SYMPTOMS WERE FEVER, HEADACHE, BLURRED VISION,
DIARRHEA, CHEST PAIN, AND COUGH (WITH BLOOD FOR

A DAY AND A MALF). HE RECOVERED IN ARBOUT EIGHTEEN
DAYS. HE DID NOT REPORT ANY DEATHS. -

Y . g A V) -
&. l: — Zﬁg)
1S FROM KEO MA NA (VIC. UF 2797), A

MALE, 40,
CONFIDENTIAL
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VIL_.AGE OF ABOUT FIFTY FAMILIES. AS THE VILLAGE
_IZS A_ONG THE ARIR ROUTE FROM VIENTIANE TO HANOQI,
ARIRCRAFT ARE SEEN DAILY AND HE DID NOT OBSERVE

A SPECIFIC ARIRCRAFT DROPPING CHEMICALS. THE SOURCE DES-
CRIBED INCIDENTS ON MAY 15, MARCH 8, AND

JANUARY 1983, ON MAY 15, HE NOTICED YELLOw

SPOTS ON LERVES, ROCKS, THE GROUND, AND SKIN IN
A CONCENTRATIDN OF ABOUT THREE/FOUR SPOTS PER

UARE METER. THE WEATHER WAS CLEZAR AFTEIR A RAIN

s.oam-uqfﬂ- L IRAT BREE, zg. P“EHVILLAu. IS ON A

-Cw w:buTo¢ AwONﬁz-Aﬂsgﬂ M NS:- THE SI1ZE OF
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“THE-"SPOTS WAS 2-~11"NM, AVERAGING LESS THAN 6 MM,

- “THE: ‘SOURCE "WAS " INSTDE-AT THE TIME AND THUS AVOIDED

HOST"OF THE SYMPTOMS. - HE-SAID THAT BECAUSE THE
VILLAGERSVHAVE EXPERTENCE' MITH THESE ATTACKS (SOURCE
CLATNS' HE- 'KNOWS 'OF “TEN/INCIDENTS FROM 1981-83

AND SEYERAL PRIOR T0 ‘1981), THEY PROMPTLY WASHED

- THENSELYVES -WITH WATER AND ASHES ‘AND TOOK OPIUM.

THE SOURCE BELTEVES-THIS ACTION PREVENTED SYMPTOMS
FROM ARISING DURING-THE FIRST THREE DAYS, AFTER
WHICH COUGHING WITH AND- WITHOUT BLOOD, NOSE BLEEDS
AND RED EYES OCCURRED. LATER SYMPTOMS INCLUDED
BLURRED VISION,” HEARING  PROBLEMS, CHEST PAIN, BLOOCDY
VOMITING, ITCHING RASH, ANOREXIA AND FEVER. SIX
PERSONS OIED ‘IN THIS ATTACK, ACCORDING TO THE
SOURCE, WHILE ONE OIED IN THE MARCH 1983 INCIDENT
AND THREE ‘IN THE 'JANUARY ‘1983 ATTACK ON THE VILLAGE.
HE DESCRIBED THE SYMPTOMS AS GENERALLY SIMILAR

IN ALL THREE ‘1983 INCIDENTS,

9. THE SQURCE BELIEYVES THAT VICTIMS DIE IN ABOUT
TWO DAYS WITHOUT ORIUM TREATMENT, AND GENERALLY.
SURYIVE IF ABLE TO 0BTAIN OPJUM WITHIN THE FIRST
THREE DAYS. SOME ANIMALS DIED, INCLUDING CHICKXENS
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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR

" TAGS: MOPS, LA
SUBJECT: ALLEGED CONTINUING C3W USE IN LAOS

AND PIGS. TAPIOCA ROOTS APPEARED TO ROT. IN
RESPONSE TO QUESTIONING, HE SAID HIS IMPRESSION
IS THAT BEE FECES SPOTS ARE USUALLY SMALLER THAN
YELLOW RAIN SPOTS AND TENDED TO STICK TO LEAVES
CONFIDENTIAL
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FOR A LONGER PERLOD JAFTER RAIN;STQR#S.. .THLS,SOURCE
DOES NOT RECALL SEELNG JYELLOW'BAIN PAIDA Td 31978,

* 2232 .®
22 ® 3839 3 206 o2
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NOR JLLNESSES SIMILAR TO THESE SYMPTOMS PRIOCR TO
THAT TIME. HE FEELS THAT THERE WAS GREATER LETHALITY,
MORE ILLNESS AND BLOODY YOMITING AND DJARRHEA, RS

WNELL AS TREMBLING FIVE, YEARS AGO THAN AT PRESENT. ' /
‘0 . A ."‘V

MALE, 44, SAID THAT HE [S FROM MEUNG TA (VIC. UG 0356).
- HE CLAIMED THAT ON MAY 2, 1983, A FOUR-ENGINED AIR-
CRAFT CIRCLED THE VILLAGE AT AN ALTITUDE PERHAPS
ABOYE 9,000 FEET ON A SUNNY DAY WITH FEW CLOQUDS,
TRAJLING A SMALL WHITE CLOUD., THE CLOUD APPEARED
SIMILAR TO THOSE HE HAD SEEN WHEN HELICOPTERS
SPRAYED INSECTICIDE IN LAOS PRIOR TO (975, THERE
WAS A MILD WINO BLOWING THROUGH THE VYILLAGE WHICH
IS LOCATED IN A VALLEY AMONG AND MOUNTAINS.

THE YELLOW RAIN ARRIVED IN 30-40 MINUTES, ACCORDING
TO THE SOURCE. THE SPOTS WERE 3-10 MM [N DIAMETER
AND WET ON [MPACT, BUT DRIED OQUT [N ABOUT FIVE
MINUTES. ' THE SOURCE THOUGHT THE AREA COVERED

WAS ABOUT THREE BY FOUR KILOMETERS WITH A

DENSITY OF UP TO THIRTY SPOTS PER SQUARE METER.

{1. THE SOURCE REPORTED SYMPTOMS OF BLURRED VISION,

YELLOW NASAL DISCHARGE, SORE THROAT, HEADACHE, CHEST

PAIN, DRY THROAT, VOMITING WITHOUT BLOOD, MUSCLE |
WEAKNESS WITH PAIN IN THE JOINTS AND ANOREXIA. THE N
SOURCE REBORTED §IX ILL, WITH ONE DEATH: HOWEVER, 44%%!2?)
HIS WIFE, {38, DIFFERED WITH HIM, SAYING | DA
THAT FOUR CHILDREN, AGED 2, 5, 8, AND 12, DIED

WITH SYMPTOMS OF HIGH FEVER, COUGH, YOMITING WITH

BLOOD, AND OIARRHEA WITH BLOOD. SHE ESTIMATED THAT

CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL
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FIFTY PER CENT OF THE VILLAGE WAS ILL. IN ADDITION TO
CHICKENS, PIGS, GOATS, AND DOGS, ONE OF FIVE COWS

IN THE VILLAGE, THREE OF ONE HUNDRED HORSES, ANO

TwO WILD BIRDS DIED. PIGS EXHIBITED SYMPTOMS OF
VOMITING AND DIARRHEA PLUS VERTIGO AND POOR
COORDINATION. THE SKIN OF CHICXENS TURNED RED

AT FIRST, GRADUALLY DARKENING UNTIL DEATH. SOME
PLANTS ACTED AS THOUGH "HOT WATER HAD BEEN PQURED

ON THEM." TAPIOQévgyP PAPAYA WERE MOST AFFECTED. .
12.] : g.ﬁLso,qu@Risaé AN AFTAGK IND ({gé)(éé)
CONFIDENTIAL =% "=
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SUBJECT: ALLEGED CONTINUING CBUW USE IN LAOS

NALE, 40, IS FRON THE YILLAGE OF PHA TE (VIC. UG 3307)
ABOUT A THWO-AND-A-HALF HOUR WALK NORTHEAST OF

BAN THAVIANG. (NOTE: PHA TE MAY BE IDENTICAL

TO 5AN PHA THE DESCRIBED ABOVE)., HE NOTICED YELLOW
CONFIDENTIAL
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SPOTS 1-10 sHM IN .DIAMETER® ABOUT ;1500 -IN.THE AFTERNOON
OF MAY 5,; {983.] HE DIT NOT SEL AN RIRCAAFT THAT
CONFTDENTIAL’
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DAY, BUT A MIG FLEw OVER THE PREVYIQuS DAY.

ACCORDING TO SOQURCE, THE FIRST SYMPTOMS APPZARED

FIYE TO TWELYE HOURS AFTER THE MATZRIAL WAS SZZIN,
THENTY-FIVE PER CENT OF THE VYILLAGE OF SEVENTY

FAMILIES BECAME [LL. HE SAID THAT FOUR PERSONS

(AGED 3, 10, 60, AND 70) DIED WITHIN 3-72 HOURS.

THE VILLAGERS BELIEVE THE DOEAD ATE FQOQD CONTAM-

INATED BY THE CHEMICAL. THE INITIAL SYMPTOMS

WERE COUGHING WITH BLOGD FROM THE NOSE AND MOUTH.

OTHER SYMPTOMS WERE EYE REODNESS, FACIAL EDZMA,

BLURRED VISION, SORENESS QOF THE THROAT, wlTH

BLEEDING FROM THE MOUTH OR RESPIRATORY TRACT,

HEARING PROBLEMS, HEADACHE, YOMITING ANC DIARRHER

WITH ANO WITHOUT BLEEDING, TACHYCARPAIN I[N THE
MUSCULAR-SKELETAL SYSTEM AND BLEEDING GUMS wHICH TOOK
ON A PECULIAR BLUE HUE. SIXTY PER CENT QF CHICKENS,

75 PERCENT OF PIGS AND 70 PERCENT OF DOGS FELL [LL. THE
VILLAGE OID NOT HAVE LARGE ANIMALS. ANIMALS EXH[3I[TZD
EXCESSIVE SALIYATION, VOMITING, POOR COORDINATION AND
CONVULSIONS., THE SOURCE NOTICED THAT PAPAYA PLANTS OI[ZQ,
BUT DID NOT NOTICE THE STATE OF TAPIOQCA. WHEN VILLAJERS
DIED THE SKIN TOOK ON A BLUE-BLACK HUE WwITHIN ASQUT

AN HOUR (I.E., SOONER THAN USUALLY EXPECTED)., THEY

RESZMBLED HMONG WHO COMMITTED SUICIDE BY INGESTING ;.
POISON. ~] A6
5.l ALSO RECOUNTED AN ATTACK IN JuiY 1980 A6

Jdu

WHICH HE SAID USED 50 PERSONS [N THE VIL.AGZ TO BIlEZ.
HE BELIEVES THE HIGHER DEATH RATE WwAS DUE TG LACK OF
KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THE VILLAGERS WERE FACING AND HQOw TO
HELP THEMSELVES W[TH HERBS AND OPIUM. HE SAID QVER 590
PERCENT OF THE POPULATION OF THE VILLAGE wAS [_. FRAOM
CONFIDENTIAL
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THAT ATTACK. MANY ANIMALS OIED. SYMPTOMS FROM THAT
ATTACK WERE VOMITING WITHOUT BLOOD, OIARRHEA WITH 3.0CLC,

BLURRED VISION, HEADACHE, WEAKNESS, ANOREXIA, COUGH LN
WITH.CHEST PAIN~ ﬁ4%;Z%;
16. SAID A THIRD INCIDENT QCCURRED I[N MARCH  {(-O/LY,

1981, AN A:chr#r WAS HEARD T NIGHT 8SUT NOT SEEZN.
YELLOW (4MM) AND DARK BLUE (10MM) SPQOTS WERE NQTEO IN
THE MORNING. SYMPTOMS WERE SIMILAR TO THQSEZ OF THZ JU.

19890 ATTRCK..RNEpA%S ENU PAPAYA WERE AFFECTZD. : \g;>
;7ar{l 3. .'g ': a: %' <

Covuee

oW wew
Sovesne
tPevew
¢
LA A N X N |
Toeowe
veves
vwesn

1)
L] ER N » .
s

CONFIDENTIAL -



D IPERALE, T8, TS FRON PN THING. B WILLAGE ZSTUT INE TARE"S
L PRGN KEC A A CUFRTFTY . SHE- BEPIRTED CCLOENTS [N
:mmzm;gmmms.éﬁml.mu«s t ‘0383, ALL.CF WHICH - .

» | y T A
. ) . | 0 ] R Y]
) 3 3> " 1 Al H
. [ | B R
. 3 y 2 Vo Ty s
: 0 y LD RIS AR I S

‘_":ﬁ_p

I CMMGLVWED MELL O SFOTS.: THE ‘SYNFTONS [NCLUTED FEVER.

:  BLUARRMETL W STIOM AERDACHE o WERT TG0, HERRLNG FROBLENS,  PRIN .

SR TE LSCULAE SYSTEM, - WIMLTING AND DIARRHEA BOTH WITH -
- AN WITHOUT BLEEDING. "SHE ESTIMATED I0 PERSIAS TL- TR
- W@ PIEILLES,: BUT. Mg AF. WO HUSEN- DEFTHS . =STHE™ ANIMALS

B2

- MBLE, T2y SBLD THAT:-HA ‘SQLOCER [M THE LAD BRESISTAME .

- WE ‘REPGRATED -THAT QN -THEES ‘COMSECUTLWE MIGHTS LM LATE

- WAE-EARLY JURE -CHENICIL BGENTS ‘WERE CRAPFEDT I AN ARER

' .PEVE BY TEM ‘WILES SQUARE CAPFROX. UG3SSTL TC UGHE25). '
JINCLUDDNG ‘FAN THAYIASG- ST THE SUBBCUNDCNG- ‘BREF. HE SALT

T THAT HE FERSTMALLY.-SRW LW ‘PERSEINS DEAD AW HEARD THAET

. AT ‘LEEST 504 DLED. ACCCEDIME TO THE SCURCE, DIFFERENT

- COLORED AGENTS ERE USEDs PELLOK, GREEM AMD REDT I[N

B '-vw-mﬁﬁ-imm-ms ‘BEQ.FGENT AS THE WIST LITaAL.

“
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WHILE THE TELLOW APPEARED TD BE A #DIST SUBSTANLE, THE
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CONFIDE NTIAL

TC UNCONSCJCCSNESS ANC DEATH wlTHIN A FEW ACURS., THE
SCURIZ SAIC THAT THE HMONG wERE TCO AFRAID CF THE RED
ENC GRTEN PCWCEIRS TC PICK THEM UP AS SAMPLES, HlS GROCP
BRC.GHT QUT R SAMP_Z (APPARENT.Y CF THE YEZ__.O0w SUBSTANCE
weilr AAS BZIEZN GIVEN TO THE BRITISH EM5ASSY IN BANGKCK.

19, COMMENT: THERE [S§ ONE PERPLEXING E.EMENT IN THESE
INTERVIEwWS [N ADDITION TO THE INCONSISTENCIEZS ONE EXPZCTS,

SIVEN _ANGUAGE AND CULTURAL SARRIERS., THE REFEZIRENCEZ TO
BZE FECES Wt BELIZVE WAS INTRODUCED [NTO THE DATA BY DR,
TCuNSEND'S QUESTIONS CN WHETHER THERE IS5 ANY LINKAGE BtE-
THEEN YE_.OwWw RAIN ATTACKS AND BEEZ FECES OR POLLEN,

20, WE CANNCT DETERWHETHER THEZ NUMBER OF ATTACKS

rnAS CHANGED COMPARED #ITH LAST YEAR BECAUSE OF FACTORS
AFFEZCTING OUR ABI.ITY TO COLLECT INFORMATION FROM LACS,
ON THE ONE HAND, #E HAYE MORE SOURCES [N S5AN VYINAL] (ANP
wAC A_SC KEZEEP AN EZYE CN NZARBY BORODER CRCSSING AREAS. ON
THE CTHER MAND, NEwLY ARRIVING HMONG ARE NOQOw MOVED

CBIRECT.Y TO CHIANG KHAM CAMP FOLLOMWING THAZ CLOSURE OF

EAN YINA] TO NEw ARRIVALS. GIYEN PRESENT RESOURCES,.

wE ARE UNAB.E TO COVER THE THAI-LAQ BORDER IN A wWAY TO
ENSURE THART WE INTERVIEW AL. PERSONS wrl MAY HAVE
INFORMATION RELATING TO (Bw USE.

21. THZ REPORTS A.S0 SUGGEST THAT FEMER HMONG AREZ DYING
NOw THAN IN YEARS PAST. THESE INTERYIZWS APPZAR TO INCI-

CATE THAT TrHiS IS DUE AT LEAST IN PART TC THE GREATER
EXPERIENCE OF THE HMMONG IN DEALING WlTH YE_LOW RAIN.
IT #AY A_S50 BE DUE IN PART TC TAZ F.lGHT OF HAMONG FROM
C5a TARGET AREAS. MOWEVER, WE ARE UNABLE TO YERIFY A
CCNFIDENTIAL
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