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SUBJECT: ASEAN AND CW USE

REF: STATE 70118

1. _4e-="ENTIRE TEXTI

2. ASEAN'S FAILURE TO ENGAGE ITSELF IN THE Cw

ISSUE INDEEDR HURTS THE CREDIEILITY QF QUR CASE,

IF THE COUNTRIEZS OF THE REGION ARE NOT CONCERNED
ENOUGH TO MAKE AN ISSUE OF IT, OQUR OwWN EFFORTSE IN

THE EYES OF THE REST OF THE WORLD SMACK TOO MUCH

ONLY OF BIG-POWER CONFRONTATION. THE MISET REWVEALING
DISCUSSION OF THE I3SUE WE MAVE HAD -ERE TOQK PLACE
DURING ONE OF DAS D' DONOHUE’' S VISITS LAST YEAR WHEN
WORKING LEVEL MFA OFFICIALS TOOK THE POSITICN THAT THE
NON-COMMUNIST KHMER SHOULD wWITH USGE HELP, TAKE UP THE
CUDGELS IN EUROCPE AND ELSEWHERE. WE BELIEWVE THE
KPNLF HAS ON QCCASION REFERRED TO SRY UWSE DOF Cw

BUT WE ASSUME WITH LIMITED IMPACT

3. WE AGREE THAT WE SHOULD PUSH SINGAPQORE ON THIS,
AND YOUR VISIT NEXT MONTH WILL BE & 300D DPRFORTUNITY
FOR A SERIQCUS DISCUSS5ION OF WHAT ASBEAN AND THE NON-—
COMMUNIST KHMER MIGHT DO. WE CAN EXPECT A CERTAIN
DEGREE OF CAUTION AS SINGAFORE NOW PULLS IN ITS
HORMNS AFTER GETTIMNG S0 FAR OUT IN FRONT AT THE NAM
BUT I wOJLD EXPECT THE GOS TO BE FPREPARED TD SUPPRORT
IF ANDTHER ASEAN TAKES THE LEAD ON INCZCREASING ASEAN' S
INVOLVEMENT,
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