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Results of Analysis of Blood Samples Collected from 
Alleged Toxic Agent Victims a t  the Nong Khai 

Refugee Camp i n  Thailand \Ul 
UNCLASSIFIED 

d/r]1) .- / l o o  )c- COL. .. b 3  May 1983 

a 49 yea r  o l d  Lao r e s i s t a n c e  f i g h t e r ,  was i n j u r e d  by a 

t o x i c  agen t  grenade on November 6 ,  1981 i n  the Northern Vient iane  

Province o f  Laos (70 t o  80 km n o r t h  of Vien t i ane ) .  The grenade,  tossed  

by an enemy s o l d i e r ,  b u r s t  approximately one and one-half meters  f r o m  

him and h e  was p a r t i a l l y  contaminated by t h e  " b i t t e r  smell ing" ye l lowish  

substance r e l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e  grenade. He experienced severe  eye irrita- 

t i o n  and t e a r i n g  and was bl inded f o r  approximately 30 minutes fo l lowing  

the  blast .  Beginning wi th in  a few hours and developing over s e v e r a l  

days,  he expe r i enced  the development of hundreds of smal l  p a i n f u l  ( 2  t o  

5 mm) b l i s t e r s  i n  t h e  head and neck a r e a  and edema o f  the  head and neck. 

A f r i e n d  h e l p e d  him t o  t h e  Nong Khai H o s p i t a l  I n  Thailand .where, on 

November 11,  he was examined by t h e  camp physician and- - Bath p h y s i c i a n s  observed edema af the head and neck a r e a  and 

t h e  presence  of hundreds of small f l u i d - f i l l e d  b l i s t e r s  on h i s  head and 

neck. It was no ted  by t h e  phys ic ians  t h a t  no  b l i s t e r s  were found on h i s  

c h e s t  which was covered by a s h i r t  a t  t h e  t ime o f  the  a t t a c k .  The 

v ic t im  a l s o  appea red  t o  have mild c o n j u n c t i v i t i s  i n  both eyes .  Blood 

salnples were drawn at 11 :00 l o c a l  t ime on November 11, 1981. Two tubes  

of t h i s  blood were analyzed a t  CSL f o r  t h e  presence  of t r a d i t i o n a l  

chemical warfare agen t s .  I n  October 7982, t h r e e  tubes  of t h i s  blood 

analysis (See  Appendix f o r  analytical technique.  ) Table I summarizes 

t h e  r e s u l t s  of h i s  a n a l y s i s .  Detec table  leve ls  of T2 and HT2 were found 

i n  a l l  t h r e e  samples o f  blood. The r e p r o d u c i b i l i t y  of 


