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SUBJECT:  REPORT ON UN CHEHICAL YEAPONS ( C Y )  EXPERTS 

1 ,  ( C - E N T I R E  T E X T * )  

ROVIDED US WITH AN ADVANCE COPY OF THE 
CONCLUSIONS SECTION OF THE REPORT OF THE U N ' S  
CHEHICAL YEAPONS (CY)  EXPERTS, YE EXPECT THE REPORT 
TO BE TRANSn lTTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY THE END OF T H I S  WEEK PND WILL 
POUCH COPIES  TO THE DEPARTHENT ( I O I U N P  AND ACDAIMP) 
AS SOON AS THEY ARE A V A I L A B L E *  

3 .  THE CONCLUSIONS SECTION OF THE REPORTQYHICH I S  
REPRODUCED I N  FULL  I N  PARAGRAPH 4 BELOW, SUMMARIZES 
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UORK* AND DEALS IN PARTICULAR WITH ITS MOST RECENT 
VISIT T O  THAILAND. THE ULTIMATE CONCLUSION OF THE 
REPORT AND* INDEED, OF THE EXPERTS' FINDINGS AS A 
WHOLE IS T O  BE FOUND IN THE FINAL PARAGRAPH OF THE 
CONCLUSIONS SECTION. IT STATES THPT "WHEREAS THE 
GROUP COULD NOT STATE THAT THESE ALLEGATIONS HAD BEEN 
PROVEN, NEVERTHELESS* IT COULD NOT DISREGARD THE 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE SUGGESTIVE OF THE POSSIBLE 
USE OF SOME SORT OF TOXIC CHEMICPL SUBSTANCE 1N 
SOHE INSTANCES." 

4, T E X T  FOLLOWS: 
BEGIN TEXT 

V I I .  CONCLUSIONS 

,IN PURSUANCE OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION A/36/96C9 WHICH 
REQUESTED T H E  SECRETARY-GENERAL TO CONTINUE HIS 
INVESTIGATION PURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 
A/35/lqrC, THE GROJP, INTER ALIA, ADDRESSED ITSELF 
T O  T H E  SUBMISSIONS AT HAND, UNDERTOOK ON-SITE 
VISITS T O  PAKISTAN AND THAILAND, IN ACCORDANCE UITH 
PARAGRAPH 5(~) OF RESOLUTION ~ / 3 s / t r r c ,  I N  THE C O U R S E  
OF WHICH IT INTERVIEWED ALLEGED VICTIMS AND EYE- 
UITNESSES OF ALLEGED CHEMICPL ATTACKS AS WELL AS 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL AND EXPLORED OTHER SOURCES OF 
tNFORMATION AS WELL. DURING THE ON-SITE VISITS* THE 
GROUP UPS HANDED VARIOUS SAflPLES AND ALSO COLLECTED 
SPECIMENS OF BLOOD AND URINE FROM ALLEGED YICTIHS, 

IN ITS EVALUATION OF THE URITTEN SUBMISSIONSt THE 
GROUP NOTED THAT, WHEREAS ALLEGED VICTIMS AND/OR EYE- 
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WITNESSES WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE FIRST-HAND 
ACCOUNTS, IT COULD NOT, HOWEVER, OVERLOOK THE FACT ' 

THAT S U C H  ACCOUNTS MIGHT BE INCOMPLETE OR DISTORTED 
FOR VARIOUS REASONS. THE GROUP THEREFORE FOUND IT 
DIFFICULT T O  MAKE A DEFINITIVE ASSESSMENT REGARDING 
THE VERACITY OF THE ACCOUNTS GIVEN BY THE PLLEGED 
VICTIMS OR EYE-WITNESSES MENTIONED IN THE SUBMISSIONS. .. . a *  . a m .  . . *. ma.  C a  
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I N  THE S U B t l I S S I O N S ,  COULD BE E X P L A I N E D  BY 
T R I C H O T H E C E N E  P O I S O N I N G  WHETHER DUE TO NATURAL 
OCCURRENCE OR OTHER CAUSES, HOWEVER, BECAUSE OF THE 
VAGUENESS OF THE SYMPTOMATOLOGY PRESENTED I N  HOST OF 
THE REPORTS, E X P L A N A T I O N S  OTHER THAN THE USE OF 
T R I C H O T H E C E N E S  CANNOT BE EXCLUDED. THE GROUP 
C O N S I D E R S  THAT THE METHODS D E S C R I B E D  I N  THE S U B M I S S I O N S  
FOR TRIOCHOTHECENE A N A L Y S I S  ARE ADEQUATE TO ENSURE 
CORRECT I D E N T I F I C A T I O N  AND TO G I V E  Q U A N T I T A T I V E  
R E S U L T S  WITH S A T I S F A C T O R Y  P R E C I S I O N .  AS TO THE 
A N A L Y T I C A L  RESULTS PRESENTED I N  THE S U B M I S S I O N S ,  THE 
GROUP CONCLUDED THAT THE PRESENCE OF T - 2  AND H T - 2  
T O X I N S  I N  THE BLOOD AND U R I N E  SAHPLES WOULD BE 
C O N S I S T E N T  WITH P R E V I O U S  EXPOSURE OF THE ALLEGED 
V I C T I M S  TO MYCOTOXINS OF TRICHOTHECENE TYPE BUT I T  
MAS U N A B L E  TO D E C I D E  FROt l  THE A N A L Y T I C A L  R E S U L T S  WHETHER 
SUCH EXPOSURE YAS DUE TO A C H E M I C A L  ATTACK OR COULD BE 
ATTRIBUT'ED TO NATURAL CAUSES. 
T H E  GROUP CONSIDERS THE REPORTED PRESENCE OF S Y N T H E T I C  
SUBSTANCES L I K E  POLYETHYLENE GLYCOL AND LAURYL 
S U L P H A T E  I N  SAMPLES OF YELLOW POYDER FROM LAOS TO 
BE S I G N I F I C A N T ,  HOYEVER* Y I T H  RESPECT TO THE O R I G I N  
OF T H E  SAMPLES, THE GROUP F E L T  THAT W H I L E *  ON AN A  
P R I O R 1  B A S I S ,  I T  YOULD NOT Y I S H  TO Q U E S T I O N  THAT 
T H E  S A H P L E S  WERE COLLECTED I N  THE AREAS S P E C I F I E D  I N  
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T H E  SUBMISSIONS, IT WAS NOT IN A  P O S I T I O N  TO P ~ S C E R T P I N  
B E Y O N D  A  R E A S O N A B L E  DOUBT WHETHER OR NOT THESE 
S A M P L E S  WERE OBTAINED FROM AREAS YHICH HAD BEEN 
E X P O S E D  T O  CHEMICAL ATTACKS, 
B E C A U S E  OF T H E  PROLONGED LAPSE OF T I M E  BETUEEN THE ALLEGED 
E X P O S U R E  T O  CHEMICAL ATTACK AND THE TIHE WHEN IT CONDUCTED 
T H E  I N T E R V I E U S  AND HEDICAL EXAHINATIONS OF THE ALLEGED 
V I C T I M S  D U R I N G  ITS ON-SITE VISITS* THE GROUP MAS NOT ABLE 
TO DETECT S I G N S  AND SYflPTOflS PATHOGNOHONIC OF EXPOSURE 
TO CHENICAL ATTACK. HOWEVER, THE GROUP HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO I N T E R Y I E Y  TWO HflONG REFUGEES WHO C L A I N E D  TO HAVE BEEN 
E X P O S E D  T O  T H E  YELLOW POYDER ONLY TWO YEEKS E A R L I E R ,  
H E D I C A L  E X A M I N A T I O N *  IN CONSULTATION WITH TYO DERMATOLO- 
GISTS, P R O V E D  T H A T  THEIR SKIN CONDITION MAS DUE TO FUNGUS 
I N F E C T I O N  OF AT LEAST THREE MONTHS' DURATION. ANALYSES 
OF T H E I R  B L O O D  D I D  NOT SHOY ANY TRACE OF TRICHOTHECENES 
( S E N S I T I V I T Y  OF THE HETHOD IS 10 - 100 PPB.) AND THERE 
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ITS CONTROL THE GROUP WAS NOT IN A POSITION TO PROCEED 
TO THE T E R R I T O R I E S  YHERE CHEUICAL ATTACKS HAD ALL EGEDL Y 
OCCURED AND IT BAS, THEREFORE, UNABLE TO CONDUCT ANY ON- 
SITE INVESTIGATIONS ON THOSE TERRITORIES. THIS nADE IT 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GROUP ITSELF TO COLLECT SAflPLES, 
INCLUDING flUNSTIONS AND/OR REflNANTS THEREOF, IN THOSE 
TERRITORIES. NEVERTHELESS, THE GROUP RECEIVED SAHPLES 
ALLEGEDLY COLLECTED IN SOflE OF THE AREAS OF CONFLICT 
DURING ITS VISITS TO PAKISTAN AND THAILAND. THE GROUP 
ALSO COLLECTED BLOOD AND URINE SAHPLES FROfl ALLEGED 
VICTIHS DURING THE ON-SITE VISITS. 
THE RESULTS OF CHEflICAL ANALYSES OF SAHPLES 
RECEIVED OR COLLECTED BY THE GROUP ARE INCONCLUSIVE. 
I N  MOST CASES, NO PRESENCE OF CHEHICAL YARFPRE 
AGENTS BEYOND THE DETECTION L I M I T S  OF THE A N A L Y T I C A L  
METHODS USED COULD BE DEMONSTRATED. IN ONE CASE, A 
HHONG REFUGEE HANDED TO THE GROUP A SAMPLE OF 
GRANULAR HATTER ALLEGEDLY USED TO POISON FOOD. 
ANALYSIS OF THIS- HATERIAL SHOYED THAT IT CONTAINED 
A HIGHLY TOXIC SUBSTANCE, CARBOFURAN, IN A CONCENTRATION 
OF 1-5 MIXED IN SAND. BUT THE UNCLEAR ORIGIN OF 
THE SAMPLE AND THE FACT THAT IT IS PROBABLY IDENTICAL 
WITH A COHMERCIALLY AVAILABLE PREPARATION flADE IT 
DIFFICULT FOR THE GROUP TO DRAW ANY CONCLUSIONS FROfl 
THIS FINDING. 

WHILE THE GROUP UPS IN THAILAND, IN O.CTOBER 1982, IT 
UPS 1NFORflE.D. BY THE THPI AUTijORITIES ABOUT THE . 

APPEARANCE OF A YELLOW SUBSTANCE O N . F E B R U A R Y  19, 1982, ' 
IN. TYO THPI ..V.ICLAGES,. . AND, IT. WPS: INV.ITED:,.To 1Y..I,SIT. . , . - , 

T H O S E  T W O  YILLAGES. .THIS., OE~COL!~SE,:..EOUL.D .NOT :BE .... .:.. 
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CONSIDERED A TItlELY ACCESS TO THOSE AREAS, HOYEVER, 
FROM THE INTERVIEYS AND MEDICAL RECORDS AVAILABLE* 
IT UPS EVIDENT THAT FOLLOYING EXPOSURE TO THE YELLOW 
SUBSTANCE THERE MAS A HARKED INCREASE I N  THE I N C I D E N C E  
OF S K I N  C O H P L A I N T S  I N  ONE OF THE Y I L L A G E S ,  AS REPORTED 
TO THE GROUP. 

IN ITS EVAL.UATION OF THE ALLEGATIONS flENTIONED IN THE 
COURSE OF THE INTERVIEYS, THE GROUP NOTED THAT SOflE PL- 
LEGATIONS YERE 0nY:SZIEPQRTCD: RY'SCPN,Tt gIRfUPST19yT IAL 
EV I.DENCE P N D T H P T ~ C T L R N A T I  %E ETi?LP&'ATJ9~S:aOT~EPm TYkN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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T H E  O N E  OF CHEMICAL WARFARE AGENTS WERE P O S S I B L E  AND 
IN M O S T  OF T H E S E  CASES EVEN LIKELY. ONE EXAHPLE IS THE 
h L L E G A T I O N S  CONCERNING 
P O I S O N I N G  OF WATER SUPPLIES, WHICH COULD BE EXPLAINED 
B Y  NATURAL OCCURRENCES OF P O L L U T A N T S  IN T H E  WATER* 
IN SOIIE CASES, BECAUSE OF LACK OF ADEQUATE INFORHATION 
O R  E V I D E N C E  O F  A N Y r K I N D  PRESENTED, IT WAS NOT P O S S I B L E  
T O  A R R I V E  A T  ANY CONCLUSION. 

O T H E R  P L L E G A T I O N S  MERE SUPPORTED BY HORE CIRCUHSTANTIAL 
E V I D E N C E  B U T  ALTERNATIVE INTERPRETATIONS OF T H E  CAUSATIVE 
A G E N T  C O U L D  S T I L L  BE POSSIBLE. T H I S  IS EXEMPLIFIED BY 
SOIIE OF T H E  ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING VARIOUS F O R H S  OF 
C O L O U R E D  S H O K E S  IN AFGHANISTAN WHICH PROBABLY COULD BE 
A T T R I B U T E D  T O  T H E  USE OF INCENDIARIES. 
IN S O M E  CASES, HOWEVER, H O R E  CIRCUHSTANTIPL EVIDENCE WAS 
O B T A I N E D  BY T H E  GROUP BOTH F R O H  WRITTEN S U B M I S S I O N S  AS WELL 
A S  D U R I N G  I T S  ON-SITE VISITS. ONE SUCH WELL-SUPPORTED a 

A L L E G A T I O N  C O N C E R N E D  THE P O S S I B L E  USE OF H A R A S S I N G  AGENTS 
IN T H E  U N D E R G R O U N D  WATER CANALS ("KAREZ") IN AFGHANISTAN. 
A N O T H E R  E X A M P L E  IS THE ALLEGATION OF THE USE OF S O H E  
T O X I C  H A T E R I A L  IN THE AREA IN LAOS WHERE T H E  H H O N G  PEOPLE 
LIVE. T H E  G R O U P  MAS NOT ABLE T O  PINPOINT ANY SPECIFIC 
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C H E M I C A L  W A R F A R E  A G E N T  OR O T H E R  T O X I C  C O M P O U N D S  A S  T H E  
C A U S A T I V E  A G E N T .  M O S T  OF T H E  C I R C U M S T A N T I A L  E V I D E N C E  
C O N C E R N I N G  T H E  HflONG A L L E G A T I O N S  IS C O N T A I N E D  IN T H E  
U P I T T E N  SUBflISSIONS. F U R T H E R M O R E ,  A D D I T I O N A L  C I R C U M S T A N -  
T I A L  E V I D E N C E  WAS O B T A I N E D  B Y , T H E  G R O U P  D U R I N G  I T S  V I S I T  
TO T H A I L A N D ,  
U H E R A S  T H E  G R O U P  C O U L D  N O T  S T A T E  T H A T  T H E S E  A L L E G A T I O N S  
H A D  B E E N  P R O V E N ,  N E V E R T H E L E S S ,  IT C O U L D  N O T  D I S R E G A R D  
T H E  C I R C U M S T A N T I A L  E V I D E N C E  S U G G E S T I V E  OF T H E  P O S S I B L E  
U S E  O F  SOflE S O R T  O F  T O X I C  C H E M I C A L  S U B S T A N C E  IN SOflE 
I N S T A N C E S .  
E N D  T E X T  
K I R K P A T R I C K  


