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SUBJECT: BUYUNG WASUTION ON. CHENICAL' WEAPONS USE IN

- SOUTHEAST ASIA

REF: (A) JAKARTA 11559, (B) STATE 214184, (C) BANGKOK 3t17i1

1. (LOU) WE BELIEVE THAT BUYUNG CAME BY HIS MISTAKEN
IMPRESSION ON SOURCE OF CHEMICAL AGENTS USED BY LAO
AND VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA WHEN HE AND
OTHER MEMBERS OF LAWASIA COMMITTEE INTERVIEWED PAVN
DESERTERS ALLEGED TO HAVE CBW EXPERIENCE AT PHANAT
NIKHOM REFUGEE PROCESSING CENTER. ONE OF

THE DESERTERS CLAIMED THAT THE VIETNAMESE HAD USED
LEFTOVER AMERICAN NON-LETHAL AGENTS, IN ADOITION

TO SOVIET-SUPPLIED LETHAL WEAPONS.

2. (LOU) DOCTOR AMOS TOWUNSEND OF IRC, WHO HAS EX-
TENSIVE EXPERIENCE INVESTIGATING CBW PHENOMENA [N
THE REGION, ALSO BRIEFED THE LANASIA COMMITTEE. HE
RECALLS THAT HE MAY HAVE MADE ESSENTIALLY THE SAME
POINTY HOWEVER, DOCTOR TOWNSEND MAINTAINS THAT BOTH
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AMERICAN RIOT-CONTROL AGENTS AS ONLY AN ASIDE IN A
LARGER DISCUSSION WHICH FOCUSSED PRIMARILY ON
SOVIET AGENTS. ‘

3. (LOU)> DOCTOR TOMNSEND DJD NOT BELIEVE AT THE TIHE
THAT ANY OF THE GROUP, INCLUDING BUYUNG, HAD RECEIVED
THE IMPRESSION LATER OISSEMINATED 8Y BUYUNG.
APPARENTLY, BUYUNG MISUNOERSTOOD THE FUNDAMENTAL AND
IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN NON-LETHAL INCAPACITANTS,
SUCH AS TEAR-GAS, AND LETHAL AGENTS SUCH AS THOSE
IDENTIFIED AS MYCOTOXINS.

4. (LOU) DOCTOR TOMNSEND INTENDS TO CONTACT THALIS WHO
- ARE COORDINATING THE COMMITTEE'S FINAL REPORT
;SEAQSURE THAT THIS FACTUAL ERROR IS NOT REFLECTED

S. (LOU) THE CONFUSION MAY BE COMPOUNDED BECAUSE

THE VIETNAMESE HAVE IN ALL LIKELIHOOD USED LEFT-OVER
US RIOT CONTROL AGENTS. U.S.-MADE CS HAND GRENADES,
FOR EXAMPLE, HAVE TURNEN P ON THE THAI/CAMBODIAN
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