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1. SUMMARY: FOREMER ASSISTANT OF HUE UNIVERSITY, A
SIOCHENIST, CLAINS OPEN-SOURCE PHOTOS ADNIT VIETNANESE
CHEMICAL WARPARE CAPABILITY) OESCRIBES SCANDALOUS LACK OF
CONTROL OVER CONTENTS OF FOOU, VINE, AND DRUGS IN SOUTH
VIETNANT CITES QROSS ENGINEERING INCOMPETENCE IN WATER
CONTROL AND CONSERVANCY PROJECTS AS POOR HARBINGERS FOR
INPROVENENT OF VIETNANESE AGRICULTUREY ASSERTS A LACK OF
FALTH IN COMMUNIST ECONOMIC METHODS ANONG COMMUNIST
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INTELLECTUALS. NEVERTHELESS, HE ADNITS THAT SOUTHERN
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INTELLIGENTSIA ‘IS STILL MORE PiONE TO FLEE THE COUNTRY THAN
;ahggglelPATE IN ACTIVE RESISTANCE TO SRY REGIMNEZ. END -

2. VO DANG DAL, A RECENT REFUGEE ARRIVAL AT PULAU BIDONG
AND PRESENTLY VIETNAMESE CAMP LEADER THERE WAS INTER-
VIEWED BY REFOFF ougzua NI0-JUNE. DAl WAS FORMNERLY .
ASSITANT TO THE RECYOR OF HUE UNIVERSITY AND 1S A B10-
CHENIST OF SOME REPUTE. HE EXPRESSED THE CONVICTION THAT
PAVN HAS CONSIOERABLE CHENICAL WARFARE CAPABILITY, NOTING
THAT HE HAD SEEN PUBSLIC PICTURES OF TROOPS EQUIPPED FOR
SANE IN 1979, CAPTIONED =80 D0I MOA MOC” ("CMEMICAL WARFARE

“TROOPS*=). MOWEVER, HE DID NOT PROVIDE ANY FURTHER OETAIL

TO SUBSTANTIATE HIS BELIEF.
3. OAI EXPRESSED PARTICULAR CONCERN OVER WHAT HE ALLEGED

.TO BE A TOTAL ABSENCE OF CONTROL, OFFICIAL OR OTHERWISE,

OF THE CONTENTS OF FOOD, WINE, AND ORUGS IN SOUTH
VIETNAN. BECAUSE OF THE NEED FOR REVENUE, STATE PHARMA-

- CEUTICAL HOUSES WERE BEING PERMITTED TO MANUFACTURE QUACK

PATENT MEDICINES OR WORSE ON THE SIDE. AN OFFICIAL ORGAN
HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED TO CARRY OUT POA-TYPE ACTIVITIES:
HOWEVER, MOST OF .1TS LEADING PERSONNEL WERE THENSELVES
INVOLYED [N BLACK NARKET ACTIVITY, CREATING A FOX-GUARDING-
THE-HENHOUSE SITUATION. THERE HAD BEEN A SPATE OF RECENT
SCANOALS RESULTING FROM THIS. ONE MILLION AMPULES OF

FAKE VITANMIN 8-12 HAD BEEN UNLOADED ON AN UNSUSPECTING
PUBLIC BY ONE PHARMACEUTICAL HOUSE. UNFORTUNATELY, MORE
THAN SIMPLE RIP-OFFS HAD OCCURED. OAl SAID HE UAS AVARE

OF AT LEAST ONE INSTANCE OF DEATH AND INJURY FROM
ADULTERATION OF POTABLES WITH METHANOLY PLUS THE RELATIVELY
WELL-KNOWN POISONING, IN LATE 1981 AND EARLY 1982 OF SHALL
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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CHILOREN -- HE ESTIMATED 100 OR MORE HAD DIED -- VIA A
SASY POWOER CONTAINING LARGE AMOUNTS OF WARFARINE (SP?) AN
ANTI-COAGULANT COMNMONLY USED AS RAT POISON. THE PONDER HAD
BLEN SOLD IN THE SLACK MARKET AT A VERY LOW PRICE. AN M.D.
FRIEND OF MIS MAD SEEN A COMMUNIST SOLDIER CARRYING BOXES
WHICH, SEEN FRON AFAR, APPEARED TO SE MARKED “WARFARINE®, .
AN INDICATION THAY .THE Mit CYARY INTENT MAVE BZCNH- THE SOURCE
OF SOME OF THE SUPPLY.OR THIS FOTERTIALLY LETHAL ~$38-
STANCE. TUWO PEOPLE: (HON-MILITARY) HAD. .BZEM AR ;sgs

PRION TO OAL'S DEPARTURE C(SPRINE OF 1982). ONE COMPANY
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HAD LOST 1TS LICENSE TO MANUFACTURE "ROSE POWDER"~, AS THE
OFFENDING CONMODITY WAS KNOWN, OESPITE THEZ CLAINS OF ONE
OF ITS OFFICIALS THAT FAKE SUBSTANCES MANUFACTURED IN
CHOLON FOR THE BLACK MARKET, RATHER THAN ITS OUN PRODUCT,
HAD BEEN AT FAULT. THE LETHAL CONTENTS OF THE OPFENDING
BABY POWDER, INCIDENTALLY, HAD BEEN DISCOVERED BY A FRENCH
0OCTOR WORKING AT THE NUNBER TWO PEDIATRICS HOSPITAL IN

HO CHI MINH CITY, RATHER TNAN BY IVETNAMESE AUTHORITIES.

. DAJ CLAIMED THAT ORTHODOX MARXIST IDEOLOGY WAS DEAD
FOR MOST OF THE COMMUNIST INTELLECTUALS WITH WHON HE HAD
RECENTLY ASSOCIATED AT HUE UNIVERSITY. THE NAJORITY

OF THEM NOW WANTED TO USE CAPITALIST ECONOMIC OEVICES 70
TRY TO TURN THE ECONOMY AROUND. LIKEWISE, THERE APPEARED
TO BE LITTLE OR NO BELIEF IN COMMUMISH WITHIN THE ARMY
ITSELF, AND STORIES WERE CIRCULATING THAT EVEN A LARGE
PORTION OF THE POPULATION OF HO CHIN MINH'S OUN NATIVE
PROVINCE OF NGHE AN, LONG REGARDED AS A BASTION OF
ORTHOQX BELIEFF AND SUPPORT POR THE REGIMNE, HAD LOST

ITS BELIEF TO THE POINT OF MOUNTING DEMONSTRATIONS
(THOUGH HARDLY COMPARABLE TO THOSE OF 1986). AT THE
BOTTOM, THE REGINE MAD PAILED TO OYERCOME TWO FORNIDABLE
INSTITUTIONS: RELIGION, AND THE FAMILY, 3 WHILE AT THE TOP,
THE OLD GEMERATION LEADERS HAD NOT PREPARED REPLACENENTS .
FOR THENSELVES AS IOEOLOGISTS. IN SAIGON/HO CHI MINM
CITY, THE AUTHORITJES COULO 00 VERTUALLY NOTHING TO
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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FURTHER THEIR SOCIALIST AINS, AND WERE NOu SATISIFIED
WITH SINPLY STABILIZING THE SITUATION. CHURCHES AND
PAGOOAS THERE WERE CROWDED, WHILE COMMUNIST CADRES THEM-
SELVES WERE ALLOWED TO ENGAGE IN CAPITALIST TRADE.

S. DAI EMPHASIZED THAT A FEW GOOD HARVESTS WILL NOT BE
SUPPICIENT TO TURN THINGS AROUND FOR THE PARTY. AGRI-
CULTURAL METHODS, BY AND LARGE, ARE STILL LITERALLY
CIGHTEENTH CENTURY, AND THE KNOULEDGE AND ENGINEERING
SKILLS EN MASSE REQUIRED TO CHANGE THIS ARE SINPLY NOT
AVAILASLE. HE CITED TWO RECENT SPECTACULAR MYORAULICS
WORKS FAILURES AS PRINE EXANPLES OF SUCH OEFICIENCIES:
THE NAM SONQ HUONG PUMF PRSJEST AT HUE ANG’TRE THACK 'HAN
PROJECT IN QUANG TAI. an;:pcu=§n € BOOR.PLAKKING AND -
SITE SURVSYING MAD RENGCRED UBELISS WIGHLY-TGUTED wORKS -
FOR WHICH 80,000 TO 100,000 PEOPLE HAD BEEN MOBILIZED.
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THESE WORKS HAOD TO BE ABANDONED AFTER AN ENORMOUS

EXPENDITURE OF EFFORT,:
6. ENBASSY COMMENT: AI'S COMNENTS ARE

THOSE OF A

REFUGEE AND MUST BE TAKEN MITH THE USUAL CAVEATS APPRO-
PRIATE TO SUCH SOURCES, PARTICULARLY WHEN THEY DEAL WITH
TOPICS OUTSIOE PROFESSIONAL SPECIALITIES AND/OR INVOLVE
JUDGNENT OF PUBLIC MOODS. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE KIS '
REMARKS ON LACK OF FOOD AND ORUG CONTROLS MAY BE OF SONE
INTEREST, GIVEN HIS PROFESSIONAL CREOENTIALS. IN
AODITION,-  WHILE HE OID REPEATE THE STANODARD MILITANT
REFUGEE'S HEARSAY CLICHE ABOUT THE SRY CAPITULATING HAD €
BOMBED FOR A FEW MORE DAYS IN 1972, WIS GENERAL CREDIBIL-
ITY 1S ENMANCED BY HIS HONEST ASSERTION THAT HOST

SOUTHERN INTELLECTUALS PREFER TO DEAL

WITH THE SITUATION

BY LEAVING IT BEHIND, RATHER THAN JOINING THE DOUN-AT-.
THE-HEELS REMANTS, OR WOULD-BE RESURRECTIONS, OF THE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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PHUC QUOC RESISTANCE. HE ADMITTED THAT ARMED

RESISTANCE HAD FAILED ONCE, AND THAT FOR SOUTHERN
INTELLECTUALS, THERE WAS NO MOPE OF ANY PRACTICAL
ALTERNATIVE TO EXODUS OR TOLERATION FOR THE FORESEEABLE
FUTURE. HE DID NOT CITE ANY SOUTHERN INTELLECTUAL
FASCINATION WITH THE DENGIST CHINESE MODEL, SUCH AS HAS
BEEN REPORTED AMONG NORTHERN INTELLECTUALS, AS A FOURTH

ALTERNATIVE. PALMER

&~
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CHEMIST OF SOME REPUTE. ME EXPTISSED THE CONVIITION TWAT 3'?

SAVN “AS CONSIDERABLE CHEMICAL «ARFARE CASASILITYy SCTING
THAT HE HAD SEEN PUBLIC PICTURES 3F TROCPS EIUIPFLr FOR
SAMI IN 1979, TAPTIONED ®R0 DCI MOA WOC®™ (®CMEMIZAL WARFARE
T200FS®)s HOWEVEPs HE DID NCT PROVIDE ANY FURTHER DETAIL

T2 SUBSTANTIATC WIS BELIEF. £
2. ) CONCERN OVER WHAT ME ALLEGED bl
70 BE A TOTAL ABSENCE OF CONTROLs OFFICIAL €% CTHEFWISE, a-]

CF THE CCNTENTS CF FCCDe WINEe AND DRUSS IN SCUTH
VIETNAM, BECAUSE OF THE NEED FOR MEVENUE: STATE PHARMA-
CEUTICAL HOUSES WERE BEING PERMITTED TD MANUFACTURE QUACX
PATENT MEOICINES OR WCRSE ON THE SIDE. AN OFFICIAL ORGAN
. HAD BEEN ESTA3SLISHED TO CARRY OUT FOA~TYPE ACTIVITIES:
HOWEVERs MOST OF ITS LEADING PERSONNEL WERE THEMSELVES
; INVOLVED IN.BLACK MARKETY ACTIVITY, CREATING A FOX-GUARDING- i
- THE-HENMOUSE SITUATION. THERE HAD BEEN A SPATE OF RECENT .

TSCANDALS RESULTING FROM THIS., ONE MILLION AMPULES OF o
“FAKE VITANMIN B-12 HAD BEEN UNLOADED ON AN UNSUSPECTING e
TPUBLICH BY ONE PHARNACEUTICAL HOUSE, UNFORTUNATELYs MORE PR
ETHAN SIMPLE RIP-OFFS WAD OCCURED. hus AW ARE "_,* =
- FOF AT LEAST ONE INSTANCE CF DEATH D INJURY FROM AT N
TADULTERATION OF PCTABLES WITH METHANOL: PLUS THE RELATIVELY Qﬁ '
VELL-KNOWN POISONINGe IN LATE 1981 AND EARLY 1982 OF SHALL
CHILOREN ~- HE ESTIRATED 100 OR MORE HAD DIED — VIA A

BABY POWOER CONTAINING LARGE AMGUNTS OF MWARFARINE (SP?) AN
ANTI-COAGULANT COMMONLY USED AS RAT POISON. THE PCWDER HAD
BEEN SOLD IN THE BLACK MARKET AT A VERY LOW PRICE. AN M.D.
FRIEND OF HIS HAD SEEN A COMMUNISY SOLCIER CARRYINZ BOXES
~WHICHe SEEN FROM AFAR e APFEAREL TO BE MARKED “WARFARINE®
=AN INCICATICN THAY THE MILITARY MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE SOURCE

€PF-SOME OF THME SUPPLY OF THIS PCTENTIALLY LETHAL SUB~ c‘-/
tSTANCE, TWO PEQGPLE (MON-MILITARY) HAD BEEN ARRESTED
=B RIOR TOM ONE COMPANY [,—I
+HAD LOST S LICENSE TO NANUFACTURE "ROSE POWDER®¢ AS THE

orrsuume COMMODITY WAS XNOWNe DESPITE THE CLANIMS CF ONC . a’?

OF ITS OFFICIALS Tud -4' L BUBSTANCES MANUF ACTURED IN
CHOLON FOR FRE SALK LG RATHER THAN ITS OUN PPODUCT,
HAD BEEN AT-f; CONTENTS OF THE OFFENRING

DOCTOR WORKING n,ﬁmul TWO PEDIATRICS HOSPTITAL 1IN
HC CHI MIMM cnh JWAN BY IVETNAMESE AUTHORITIES,

q.hoamowx MAPXIST IDEOLOGY WAS DEAD ,
FOR MOST OF THE CONMUNIST INTELLECTUALS WITH WHOM W HAD L
RECENTLY ASSOCIATED AT HUE UNIVERSITY. THE MAJORITY. 24
OF THEM NOW NANTED TO USE CAPITALIST ECONOMIC DEVICES 10

TRY TGO TURN THE ECONOMY AROUNO. LIMENISEe THERE APPEARED

TO 8E LITTLE CR NC BELIEF IN COMMUNISM WITHIN THE ARMY

ITSELF, AND STORIES WERE CIRCULATING THAT EVEN A LARGE

PORTION OF THEZ POPULATION OF HO CHIN MINM®S OWN NATIVE

PROVINCE OF NGHE ANe LONG REGARDED AS A BASTION OF -

ORTHDOX BELIEFF AMD SUPPD®T FOR THE REGIMEs HAD LOST

- T N
- . eses s en coc:,zto.é:oczo.o:o;o:‘-":as.o'. I E ¥ g
POUTINE - e CONFIDENTTIAL :

- Em e be a8 s sas em s - - - »



a4 e AL AL 4 S A A b W it ™ s Ml i’ s AT I Lo LA S e b

> : - -

) . ety 5088 800 s000 08080 CeCE RS YT CgLe (ol
CERLTINE 0 e 0 N FIL O PUENT LA N
- TEINTYY o}go)bciaiﬁooh‘.cto . . V!
. () el ¢ 2488 0 0 4 re . [ [ )
{

S PELTEF TC. THNE POINT OF MOUNTING DEMONSTRATIONS
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SNSTITUTICNS? RELIGSIONe AND TME FAMILYe: WHILE AT THE TOPo
' THD SLT GENERATION LEADERS HAD NOT PREPAPED REPLACFMENTS

i FCR THEMSELVES AT IDCCLCSISTSe IN SAIGON/HO CHI MINM

f‘ CITYe THE AUTHORITIES COULD OO0 VERTUALLY NOTHING TO

; FUPTHER THEIR SOCIALISY ATMSs AND WERE NOW SATISIFIED

§ WITH SIMPLY STABILIZING TNE SITUATION. CHURCHES AND
PAGOCAS THERF WETE CRCMWOECY WHILE COMMUNIST CADRES THEM-
SILVES WERE ALLOWED TC ENGASE IN CAP ITALIST TOAOE,

S.HA FEW 60OD WARVESTS WILL NOT BE
SUFF.CIENT TO TURN TH INCS AROUND FOR THE PARTY, AGRI~-
CULTUPAL METHODSe BY AND LARGEs ARE STILL LTITERALLY
EIGHTEZENTH CENTURY. AKD THE KNCWLEDSE ARND ENGINEERING
. SKILLS EN MASSE REQUIRED TO CMANGE THIS.ARE SIMPLY NOT
¥ AVAILABLE. HE CITED TWO RECENT SPECTACULAR MYORAULICS

T “WORKS FAILURES AS PRIME EXAMPLES OF SUCH DEFICIENCIES:
3'.- THE NAM SORG HUONG PUMP PROJECT AT HUE AND THE THACH HAN
["-"PROJECY IN QUANG TRI, IN EACH CASE POOR PLANNING AND
gla SITE SURVSYING MAD RENDERED USELESS HIGHLY-TOUTED KORKS
., ¥ FOR WHICH 50,000 70 100,000 PEOPLE HAD BEEN MOBILIZED. .
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| FPEFUGEE AND MUST BE TAKEN WITH THE USUAL CAVEATS APPRO-
i

PRIATE TO SUCH SOURCE Se PARTICULARLY WHEN THEY DEAL WITH
TOPICS OUTSICE PRIFESSIONAL SPECIALITIES AND/OR INVOLYE
| = JUDGMENT OF PUBLIC MOODS. HONEVERs WE BELIEVE NIS
il —REMARKS ON LACK OF FOSD AND DRUG CONTROLS MAY BE OF sone
' e INJERESTe GIVEN HIS PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS. TN
i —AODITIONe WMILE ME DID REPEATE THE STANDARC MILITANT
! a-PEFUGEEYS NEARSAY CLICHE ABOUT TME SRV CAPITULATING WAD WE
| L BOMBED FOR A FEW MORL DAYS IN 1972» HIS SENERAL CREDIBIL-
i SITY IS ENWANCED BY WIS MOMEST ASSERTION THAT MOST
ZSOUTHERN Il;’iLLE&M} REFER TO OERL WITH THE SYITUATION
BY LEAVING J5PB ' W THAN JOINING THE DOWN-AT-
THE-HEELS RENANTS #E RESURRECTIONSs OF THE
PHUC QuOC RESIS VAN . ANETTED TMAT APMED
RESISTANCE % AND THAT FOR SOUTHERN
IHTELLch%, “BENOPE OF ANY PRACTICAL
ALTERNATIVE: i
FUTURE., HE DID NOY cxtt ANY SOUTHEMN INTELLECTUAL
FASCINATION WITH THE DENGIST CHYNESE MODELs SUCH AS HAS
BEEN REPORTED AMONG NORTHERN INTELLECTUALSey AS A FOURTH
';LTERNAYIV[. PALRER
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