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The sta,tement tha.t  you sen t  t o  me, dra , f ted,  I judge, by you and John 
Edsel*, could, I th ink ,  be improved. It i s  my memory tha , t  you t o l d  
me over t h e  telephone tha, t  i t  ha.d a-lrea,dy been endorsed by FAF*, and 
should perharps no t  be changed; bu t  I t h i n k  tha.t  i t  might be  wise 
t o  change i t .  

F i r s t ,  I t h i n k  tha,t  i t  i s  too  long.  It i s  so long and, i n  some wa,ys, 
confusing,  thaf t  many s c i e n t i s t s  and phys ic i ans  might n o t  want . t o  s i g n  
it, because of d i f f i c u l t y  i n  unders tanding i t  o r  d i ~ a ~ g r e e m e n t  wi th  some 
of t h e  p o i n t s  ma.de. I t r i e d  t o  keep t h e  Bomb-Test p e t i t i o n  shor t  
simple.  Nevertheless,  Edsel*, a,lthough h e  signed i t ,  suggested t l ~ a , t  
t h e  wording be changed. Also, some people  such a.s Bethe, refused t o  
s i g n  it on t h e  grounds tha t t  t hey  d i d  n o t  ha,ve a, persona,l knowledge 
j u s t i f y i n g  some of the  sta,tement s ma,de . 

-. ,The goa,l of t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  a s  expressed i n  t h e  l a s t  pa,ra.gra,ph, seems t o  
me t o  be a, wea,k one. I th ink  tha, t  t h e  goa.1 expressed by t h e  Pugwa,sh 1 Conference might have grea.ter  appea,l. Should the re  not  be an e f f o r t  

1 now t o  g e t  a,n interna, t iona, l  a,greement tha , t  would cut  down on t h e  amount 
1 of research  and development i n  t h i s  f i e l d ?  I n  th i s  p e t i t i o n  you do 1 no t  ask tha.t research  and development i n  this f i e l d  be decreased .  

I n  t h i s  p e t i t i o n  t h e r e  a,re some sta. tements asbout which I a m  n o t  su re .  
They might even cause me t o  h e s i t a , t e  t o  s i g n .  The sta.tement tha,t  
CB wea,pons axe l i k e l y  t o  be f a x  chea.per and e a s i e r  t o  produce than  
nuc lear  wea,pons i s  one such. 

The opening sentence i s  wea,k (wish t o  warn) .  I th ink  that t h e  opening 
sentence might s ta . te  t he  purpose of t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  and tha , t  t h i s  purpose 
should be s ta- ted a.ga,in i n  t h e  l a s t  pa.ra,gra,ph. 

The word "unprecedented" i n  t h e  f i f t h  l i n e  may be j u s t i f i e d ,  bu t  I thank 
tha, t  nuc lea r  wea.pons a r e  more of a, danger t o  t h e  world now than  chemica,l 
and biologicaL wea.pons, and tha , t  this  p e t i t i o n  should no t  s e rve  t o  
decrease t h e  atpprehension atbout nuc1ea.r. Perha-ps a p o s i t i v e  sta.tement 
about t h e  dangers of nucleaz was should be  introduced, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a. 
sta,tement anbout t h e  added danger from chemica,l and b io log ica , l  wea,pons. 
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( con t i nuas t i on  o f  p r eced ing  pa,ra.gra.ph) 

The a,dded danger  comes i n  paar t  from t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  tha . t  a, sma,l l  number 
of peop le  w i t h  r a . t h e r  s m a l l  r e sou rce s  might  manufa,cture a. q u a n t i t y  of 
t h e s e  wearpons t ha . t  would b e  ha,za,rdous. 

The words "non- le tha , l1 '  i n  t h e  t h i r d  pa.ra.gra.ph should perha,ps b e  i n  
quo ta . t ion  marks, i f  t h e y  a r e  used i n  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  

The f o u r t h  pa.ra,gra,ph seems t o  me t o  b e  a,ppropria. te  t o  a,n a , r t i c l e  on  
t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  b u t  n o t  t o  a, p e t i t i o n .  Tlie f i r s t  two s en t ences  show 
r e s t r a i n t  and unders ta , tement  . I t h i n k  t ha . t  a, s t r o n g e r  s ta , tement  i s  
needed h e r e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t o o  many q u a l i f y i n g  
a . d j ec t i ve s  and a.dverbs i n  t h e  whole p e t i t i o n .  For  exa,mple, i n  the l a , s t  
sent .ence of  t h i s  pa.ra,graph t h e  words "so ca . l l ed l ' ,  "non- le tha , l t t ,  and 
" l i k e l y "  should b e  omi t t ed .  

A l toge the r ,  I t h i n k  tha , t  t h e  p e t i t i o n  should  be  ma.de s h o r t e r ,  s imp le r ,  
and more s t ra . ight forwa.rd .  

General  Rothsch i ld  i n  h i s  book quo t e s  a, ~ t a ~ t e m e n t  exp re s s ing  t h e  p o l i c y  
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  about  b$$.xty-five y e a r s  a.go - t h e  p o l i c y  n o t  t o  
p ledge o u r s e l v e s  t o  r e f r a i n s  cRemica(1 and b i o l o g i c a l  wa,rfa.re. Hats ou r  
p o l i c y  been changed s i n c e  t ken?  

Should we no t  a s k  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  s t o p  u s i n g  any such weaspons i n  V i e t  
Nam? T h i s  would b e  t h e  sho r t - r ange  g o a l  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  

Should we n o t  a s k  t ha , t  a, t r e a . t y  b e  ma,de t o  s t o p  r e s e a r c h  and development 
i n  th i s  f i e l d ,  perhasps i n c l u d i n g  a pledge  by t h e  s i g n a , t o r i e s  o f  t h e  t r e a . t y  
n o t  t o  u s e  any such  wea,pons? 

I should be p l e a s e d  t o  s e e  ano the r  d r a f t  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n ,  i f  you p r e p a r e  
one.  

S ince r e ly ,  
JX hlw>Lu ~94. p a u L Y  
Linus Pau l i ng  


