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AMEMRASSY DANGKOK - OUR JUDGEIIEMTS ARE DASED P R I I I A R I L Y  OEl THE D E T A I L F D  
AMEMBASSY V I E N T I A N E  I N T E L L I G E I 4 C E  REPORTS R E L A S E D  TO US BY  THE US GOVERNMEI4T. 
U S M I S S I O N  GENEVA I N  ADD1TIOI . I  WE HAVE D E E #  A B L E  TO GATHER SOME FURTHER 

INDEPENDENT INFOR l lAT  I O N  111 SOUTH E A S T  AS l A AND H A V E  
UNCLAS S E C T I O N  0 1  OF 0 2  USNATO 0 4 0 3 4  ALSO LOOKED CAREFULLY  A T  THAT  P U B L I S H E D  BY  OTHER S T A T E S .  

E.O. 1 2 0 6 5 :  N /A  
TAGS: NATO, PARM, MOPS, UK 
SUDJ :  UK  PARL IAMENTARY STATEMENT AND P R E S S  GUIDANCE 
ON CW U S E  

1. UK M I S S I O N  HAS C I R C U L A T E D  T E X T  OF HMG'S R E P L Y  TO JUNE 
7 P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  Q U E S T I O N  B Y  LORD HYLTON 01,l CW USE, W l T H  
PRESS GUIDANCE FOR ANSWERING FOLLOW-UP QUESTIOt4S.  
PARL IAI1EI.ITARY REPLY  STATES THAT  HElG H A S  CONCLUOEO THAT  
"CHEMICAC WEAPONS, PROBABLY  INCLUDING MYCOTOXINS ,  HAVE 
BEEN USED I N  SOUTH E A S T  AS IAU ;HMG I S  " C O N T I N U I N G  TO 
LOOK CLOSELY  AT THE EXTREMELY D I S T U R B  l N G  AMERICAN 
REPORTS OF CHEMICAL  WARFARE I N  AFGI IAN I  STAI I .  " GUIDAIJCE 
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- HAS THE UK ANY I N D E P E N D E N T  E V I D E N C E ?  

- A S  REPORTEO I N  T H E  PRCSS E A R L I E R  T H I S  YEAR, 1 SAMPLE 
O B T A I N E D  B Y  US FROM L A O T I A N  H I L L  T R I B E S M E N  I S  P R E S E N T L Y  
B E l l 4 G  AHALYSED UIIOER THE A U S P I C E S  OF T l l E  UK  GOVERHMEIIT 
CHEMICAL  DEFENCE E S T A B L I S H I I E H T  AT P O R T N I  DOWN. SOME 
LENGTHY A N 0  COMPL ICATED T E S T S  ARE I N V O L V E D  A N 0  R E S U L T S  
ARE S T I L L  AWAITED. 

I I 
- WHAT W I L L  YOU DO W l T H  THE  RESULTS?  

- WE HAVE ALREADY MADE CLEAR THAT  WE I N T E N D  TO MAKE 
A V A I L A B L E  TO THE UN E X P E R T S  GROUP ANY R E S U L T S  WHICH W l L L  
H E L P  I t l tn IN III~IK I N V L ~ I I ~ H I I U N ,  

-- "THE S O V I E T  U N I O N  I S  THE OHLY L I K E L Y  S U P P L I E R "  OF 
THE  C H E M ! C A L S  USED I N  SOUTHEAST  A S I A ,  B U T  THE UK  
HAS  "NO CONCLUSIVE  E V I D E N C E  OF T H E I R  I N V O L V E f l E M T . "  

-- E V I D E N C E  I S  I N S U F F I C I E N T  TO JUDGE " E X T E N T "  OF CW 
USE I N  AFGHANISTAN.  , 

-- U S E  I N  LAOS, CAMBODIA  A N 0  A F G H A N I S T A N  WOULD NOT BE 
A BREACH OF THE GENEVA PROTOCOL, S I N C E  THE L A T T E R  COVERS 
USE O H L Y  BETWEEN S T A T E S  P A R T I E S ,  AND NONE OF THESE S T A T E S  
HAS R A T I F I E D  THE CONVENTION. 

-- T H E  UK, I N  A D D I T I O N  TO SUPPORTING THE UN I N V E S T I G A T I O N ,  
I S  C O N S I D E R I N G  WHAT OTHER MEASURES M I G H T  BE TAKEN TO 
REDUCE THE P O S S I B I L I T Y  OF C U  USE WITHOUT S E R I O U S  R I S K  OF 
DISCOVERY. DEPARTME!N!l' OF STATE A/CDC/MR 2 
2. B E G I N  T E X T  OF UK  PAPER: VIEWED by 88 .&,Am /f3/& d $ 
W R I T T E N  P A R 1  IAMENTARY Q U E S T I O N  B Y  LORD HYLTON, 7 JUNE 

RELEASE ( ) D E C L ~ S S I ' ~  
1 9 8 2 .  ( ) EXCISE ( ) DECLASSIFY in PART 

9 
( )DENY f ) Non-rccpoa::lve info. 8 

b 
M I ,  EO Or PA o::enplions d 

QUESTION:  " T O  ASK HER M A J E S T Y ' S  GOVERNMENT WHAT E V I D E N C E  
THEY HAVE SEEN, I F  ANY, T H A T  POISON GAS OR B I O L O G I C A L  TS authority to: 8 
UEAPONS HAVE BEEN USED A G A I N S T  G U E R I L L A  FORCES AND 4 )CI&~IT~'Y';~S - 7  mI)R 3 

u 
C I V I L I A N S  I N  LAOS, CAMBODIA  AND A F G H A N I S T A N :  AND WHETHER ( mWNG*WDE T8 ti0 ( C ( ) C, r)?Y?-". a 
THEY W I L L  MAKE A STATEMENT, I F  I T  SEEMS THAT  THE  1 9 2 5  0 

GENEVA PROTOCOL At4D THE B I O L O G I C A L  WEAPONS C O N V E N T I O N  2 
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L E D  U S  T O  B E L I E V E  THAT  CHEMICAL  WEAPONS, PROBABLY  I l l C L U D l N G  
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- WHAT EVIDENCE HAVE YOU DF SOVIET  INVOLVEMENT? 

- I T  I S  EXTREHELY 0 I F F I C U I . T  TO IHAGINE THAT STATES 
SUCH AS LAOS AN11 V IETNAM COULD EFFECTIVELY WAGE CHEI I ICAL  
WARFARE WITHOUT SOHE DEGREE OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
FRO11 HORE ADVANCED STATES. THE SOVIET  l l l 4 l O N  I S  .THE 
ONLY L I K E L Y  SUPf'L IER. BUT WE HAVE NO COIICLUSIVE. EV IDENCE 
OF THE l R  INVOLVEMENT. 

- WHY ARE YOU L E S S  SURE AUOUT THE ALLEGATIONS R E L A T I N G  
TO AFGHANISTAN? 

- WE H I V E  NO REASON TO DOUBT THAT SOHE CHEHICALS HAVE 
BEEN USED THERE BUT I S  YET WE HAVE NOT SEEN S U F F I C I E N T  
EVIDENCE TO JUDGE THE EXTENT OF T H E I R  USE. FROM THE 
REPORTS AVAILAB1.E WE B E L I E V E  THAT AT LEAST SOHE FORM 
OF I NCAPAC I TAT I I iG AGENT HAS BEEN .USED. 

- WHICH AGENTS DO YOU T H I N K  HAVE BEEN USED? 

- ~i SEEMS QUITE PROBABLE THAT  LETHAL  HYCOTOXINS HAVE 
BEEN USED I N  SOUTH EAST A S I A .  1 7  UOULO BE UNREAL I S T I C  
TO EXPECT US TO NAHE OTHER S P E C I F I C  AGENTS U N T I L  T H E I R  
PRESENCE HAS BEEN PROVED BY S C l E N T  l F l C  A N A L Y S I S .  

- DOES T H l S  HEAN THAT THE 1 9 2 5  GENEVA PROTOCOL HAS BEEN 
BREACHED? 

THE UK, UNL I K E  A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES I N C L U D I N G  
THE US, DOES NOT GONSIOER T l lE  P R O H I B I T I O N S  COVERED BY 
THE 1 9 2 5  GENEVA PROTOCOL TO F A L L  W I T H I N  CUSTOMARY 
INTERNATIONAL LAW. WHILE ,  WE U T T E R l Y  COIKlEMN THE USE OF 
CW AGENTS AGAINST THE I N H A B I T A N T S  OF ANY STATE, WE 
CONSIDER THAT THE GENEVA PROTOCOL COVERS USE ONLY 
BETWEEN STATES PARTIES.  LAOS, CAHIIODIA AND AFGHANISTAN 
HAVE NOT R A T I F I E D  T H l S  CONVENTION. 

- WHAT A C T I O N  SHOULD BE TAKEN TO STOP THE USE OF 
SUCH AGENTS? 

- WE AND MANY OTHER STATES HAVE STRONGLY SUPPORTED 
THE EFFORTS OF THE UN EXPERTS GROUP TO CARRY OUT A F U L L  
AN0 INDEPENDENT I N V E S T I G A T I O N  I N T O  THE ALLEGATIONS.  
WE REGRET, HOWEVER, THAT CERTAIN  STATES HAVE REFUSED 
THE11 ACCESS TO ALLEGED TARGET AREAS, .WCH ACJION CAN e 4 4 o o , 9 5 1 a 9 

ONLY BUT INCREA!;E ,SUSPIC/ON THAT SUCH:AGENT$ H A V E ~ I  ~ I ~ ) E E ~  : j : : : : : 
BEEN USED. WE ARE I N  THE PROCESS OF ~ O l l ~ l O ~ R l N G  BHAJ : ' : : a  : : 
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THAT THESE WEAPONS CAN BE USED I N  THE FUTURE WITHOUT 
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