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ACTION EUR-12

MYCOTOXINS, HAVE BEEN USED {N SOUTH EAST ASIA. ME

INFO OCT-88  COPY-01 ADS-98  INR-10 $S-18  01C-82  GIlAE-BO CONTINUING TO LOQK GLOSELY AT THE EXTREMELY DISTURBING
EA-12  DoDE-08 H-81  10-98. Hfon Cwscher  adak-08°° o *AMERGCAY REPORTS0OF CHEMISAL WARFARE IN AFGHANISTAN,
L-93 TRSE-08 PHM-03  PA-P2 3 ;\Com) |cns-aa sed2 ¢, “rge Dseadk cuBmiddl wedrols 1s A FLacRaNT coNTRADI CTiON
SPRS-B2 /181 W °.* P .t o O THE BIVILIZEOISTANDERPS REFLECTED (N THE 1925
------------------ 322117 * 2313081 745" , PROTOCOL. MOREOVER THE USE OF TOXINS IN SCUTH EAST ASIA
P 2313231 JUN 82 WOULD REPRESENT A BREACH OF THE 1972 CONVENTION BAKNNING
FH USHISSION USHATO BIOLOGICAL AND TOXIN WEAPONS.®
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7644 -
- INFO AMEMBASSY LONDOM PRESS L INE
AMEMBASSY HOSCOW '
USHISSION USUN HEY YORK - ON WHAT EVIDENCE HAVE YOU BASED THESE CLAINS?
AMEMBASSY |SLAMABAD
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK - OUR JUDGEMEWTS ARE BASED PRIMARILY ON THE DETAILED
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE INTELL IGENCE REPORTS RELASED TO US BY THE US GOVERNMENT
USMISSION GENEVA "IN ADDITION WE KAVE BEEN ABLE TO GATHER SOME FURTHER
' INDEPENDENT INFORMATION IH SOUTH EAST ASIA AND NAVE
UNCLAS SECTION G OF 62 USNATO 04834 ’ ALSO LOOKED CAREFULLY AT THAT PUBLISHED BY OTHER STATES
E.0. 12065: N/A = HAS THE UK ANY INDEPENDENT EVIDENCE?
TAGS: NATO, PARM, MOPS, UK
SUBJ: UK PARLIAMENTARY STATEMENT AND PRESS GUIDANCE - AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS EARLIER TRIS YEAR, A SAMPLE
ON CW USE OBTAIHED BY US FROM LAOTIAN HILL TRIBESHEN 1S PRESENTLY
. BEING ANALYSED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE UK GOVERNMENT
1. UK MISSION HAS CIRCULATED TEXT OF HMG’S REPLY TO JUNE CHEMICAL DEFENCE ESTABLISHMENT AT PORTON BOWN. SOME
7 PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION BY LORD RYLTON O CW USE, WITH LENGTHY AND COMPLICATED TESTS ARE INVOLVED AND RESULTS
PRESS GUIDANCE FOR ANSWERING FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS. ARE STILL AWAITED,
PARL I AMENTARY REPLY STATES THAT HNG HAS CONCLUDED THAT
"CHEMICAL WEAPOHS, PROBABLY INCLUDING MYCOTOXINS, HAVE = WHAT WILL YOU BO WITH THE RESULTS?
BEER USED IN SOUTH EAST ASIA";HHMG IS "CONTINUING TO
LOOK CLOSELY AT THE EXTREMELY DISTURBING AMER[CAN = WE HAVE ALREADY MADE CLEAR THAT WE INTEND TO MAKE
REPORTS OF CHEMICAL WARFARE IN AFGHANISTAN. " GUIDANCE AVAILABLE TO THE UN EXPERTS GROUP ANY RESULTS WHICH WILL
FOK ARSWEKING POLLOW-ON FRESS UUEDIIUNS SIAIES, IRIER . HELFE THEM IN 1HEIK INVESITUATIUN,

=~ "THE SOVIET UNION (S THE ONLY LIKELY SUPPLIER" OF

THE CHEM!CALS USED !N SOUTHEAST ASIA, BUT THE UK
HAS "NO COHCLUSIVE EVIDENCE OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT,"

-~ EVIDENCE IS INSUFFICIENT TO JUDGE "EXTENT" OF CW
USE [N AFGHANISTAN. - C?é//f

== USE IN LAOS, CAMBODIA AND AFGHANISTAN WOULD NOT BE

* A BREACH OF THE GENEVA PROTOCOL, SINCE THE LATTER COVERS

USE ONLY BETWEEN STATES PARTIES, AND NONE OF THESE STATES
HAS RATIFIED THE CONVENTION.

-~ THE UK, IN ABDITION TO SUPPORTING THE UN INVESTIGATION,
IS CONSIDERING WHAT OTHER MEASURES MIGHT BE TAKEN TO
REDUCE THE POSSIBILITY OF CW USE WITHOUT SERIOUS RiSK OF

DISCOVERY. DEPARTMENT OF STATE A/CDC/MR

2. BEGIN TEXT OF UK PAPER: VIEWED by %\/ DATE /// 3/”

RELEASE ( )DECLASSIFY
WRITTEN PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION BY LORD HYLTON, 7
RIT A | JUNE ( YEXCISE  ( )DECLASSIFY in PART
) , ( )DENY ( ) Non-responsive info.
FOI, EO or PA exemptions

QUESTION: “TO ASK HER HAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT WHAT EVIDENCE - -
THEY HAVE SEEN, IF ANY, THAT POISON GAS OR BIOLOGICAL { ) CLASSITY on TS authority to:
HEAPONS HAVE BEEN USED AGAINST GUERILLA FORCES AND SOIFY as , OADR
CIVILIANS IN LAOS,. CANBODIA aND ArcHanisTan: awp wieTher () DOWNGRADE TS to( )& op { )G DA

THEY WILL MAKE A STATEMENT, IF IT SEEMS THAT THE 1925

GENEVA PROTOCOL AND THE BIOLOGIGAL WEAPONS CONVENT ION

OF 1872 HAVE BEEN CONTRAVENED." :" :" .'. :" : : ". °" : : ; ;3’ :”
s 2 o ® . s9 ° o 3 > 2 B ?
® s 2 s 22 )
ANSWER:  "CAREFUL AND |NDEPENDENT STU’)Y DHF dNFORW\T 10N o . : : 3 : 3 2 2 > > >
® 22 29 3 230 2 233 323

RELEASED 70 US BY THE UNITED STATES ¢OPernvEAT® HaS®How ®
LED US TO BELIEVE THAT CHEMICAL WEAPOMS, PROBABLY INCLUDING
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ACTION EUR-12 )
INCURRING SERIOUS RISK OF DISCOVERY

INFO OCT-B5  COPY-1 ADS-B INR-10 §S-18  0IC-02  CIAE-gP :
EA-12  DODE-05 K-gL 103, @EMter, tyscler ydG-agtt o P fexfCCeofhe) "t o
L-83  TRSE-68 PH-B9  PA-§2 S ACOA-12 ICAS-00 $p M2 ¢, o, & e ) ce ¢
SPRS-82 /181 M RS o« o o e o . ° b .

--------- 11V (IRt EYEL 1720 7 M ' .

LA X
[ XX )

20e@ -

P 2313237 JUN 82
FH USHISSION USHATO

TO SEGSTATE WASHDG PRIORITY 7645
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON

AMEMBASSY MOSCOW

USHISSION USUN NEW YORK

AMEMBASSY 1SLAMABAD

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK

AMEMBASSY VIENT!ANE

USHISSION GENEVA

_UNCLAS SECTION B2 OF B2 USNATO 4834

= WHAY EVIDENGE HAVE YOU DF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT?

=- IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THAT STATES
SUCH AS LAOS AND VIETNAM COULD EFFECTIVELY WAGE CHEMICAL
WARFARE WITHOUT SOME DEGREE OF TEGHNICAL ASSISTANGE (::)
FROM MORE ADVANGED STATES. THE SOVIET UNION 1§ THE :

ONLY LIKELY SUPPLIER, BUT WE HAVE NO CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE
OF THEIR INVOLVEMENT.

= WHY ARE YOU LESS SURE ABOUT THE ALLEGATIONS RELATING
TO AFGHANISTAN?

=~ WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THAT SOME GHEMICALS HAVE
BEEN USED THERE BUT AS YET WE HAVE NOT SEEN SUFFICEENT
EVIDENCE TO JUDGE THE EXTENT OF THEIR USE. FROM THE
REPORTS AVAILABLE WE BELIEVE THAY AT LEAST SOME FORM

OF INCAPACITATING AGENT HAS BEEN .USED.

- HWHICH AGENTS DO YOU THINK HAVE BEEN USED?

- IT SEEMS QUITE PROBABLE THAT LETHAL MYCOTOXINS HAVE
BEEM USED IN SOUTH EAST ASJA. [T WOULD BE UNREALISTIC

TO EXPECT US TO NAME OTHER SPECIFIC AGENTS UNTIL THEIR
PRESENCE HAS BEEN PROVED BY SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS,

- DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE 1925 GENEVA PROTOCOL HAS BEEN
BREACHED?

= THE UK, UNLIKE A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES INCLUDING
THE US, DOES NOT GONSIDER TIIE PROHIBITIONS COVERED BY
THE 1925 GENEVA PROTOCOL TO FALL WITHIN CUSTOMARY
INTERNATIONAL LAW. WHILE WE UTTERLY CONDEMN THE USE OF
CH AGENTS AGAINST THE INHABITANTS OF ANY STATE, ME
CONSIDER THAT THE GENEVA PROTOCOL COVERS USE ONLY
BETWEEN STATES PARTIES. LAOS, CAMBODIA AND AFGHANISTAN
HAVE NOT RATIFIED THIS CONVENTION.

- WHAT ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN YO STOP THE USE OF
SUCH AGENTS?

= VE AND. MANY OTHER STATES HAVE STRONGLY SUPPORTED

THE EFFORTS OF THE UN EXPERTS GROUP TO CARRY OUT A FULL

AND INDEPENDENT [NVESTIGATION INTO THE ALLEGATIONS.

WE REGRET, HOWEVER, YHAT CERTAIN STATES HAVE REFUSED

THEM ACCESE TO ALLEGED TARGET AREAS. »SUCH GGTION GAN o e e
ONLY BUT INCREASE ,SUSPICTON THAT SUCHAGENTS HAVEDiNDEED
BEEN USED. WE ARE [N THE PROGESS OF $ON$IDERING ¥HA o
OTHER MEASURES MIGHT BE TAKEN TO REDU§Ee THE@ROESIBIL ITYe . o2 oo

THAT THESE WEAPONS CAN BE USED IN THE FUTURE WITHOUT . .
UNCLASSIFIED
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