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INCLUDING A LOCAL NEUSPAPER, ALLEGATIONS OF RECENT

BURMESE USE OF “YELLOW RAIN.” FOR VARIOUS REASONS WE

REGARD THESE TALES WITH OEEPEST SUSPICION, BUT ARE
NEVERTHELESS PASSING THEN ON OECAUSE OF WIDESPREAD

INTEREST IN CHEMICAL WARFARE (C¥) AND AS A PROBASBLE

EXANPLE OF OTHER GROUPS EXPLOITING WIOELY-PUBLICIZED

“YELLOW RAIN" STORIES FROM LAOS, CAMBODIA, ET AL. ENO SUMMARY.

2. (LOU) FIRST REPORT IS PROM MAHAWANG, AN EXILED
MENBER OF SIPSONG PANNA ROYAL FAMILY, WHO FOR MANY YEARS
HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH SHALL DISSIDENT/TRAFFICKING
GROUPS IN BORDER AREA. ABOUT MAY 9, ME STATED THAT
DURING PERIOD APRIL J0-NHAY 2, SURNESE LIGHMT AIRCRAFT
SPRAYED A SUBSTANCE IN AREA OF BAN MAI (NC S082) AND BAN
YUAK CUNLOCATED, APPARENTLY APPRX 6-8 KILOMETERS NORTH-
EAST OF MAE KHAN SALIENT, . ON OR NEAR ROAD RUNKING WEST
FROM TACHMILEIK). AFTER SPRAYING, YELLOM PARTICLE RESI-
DUES WERE VISIBLE ON TREE LEAVES AND GRASS, WHICH THEN
MITHERED AND OIED. WATER IN MAE KHAM STREAN ALSO RE-
PORTEDLY HAD A YELLOMW TINGE. FISH AND ANINALS .
ALLEGEDLY DIED.

Je  (LOU) SINILAR REPORT ORIGINATED BITH AN AKHA WONAN,
ENPLOYED AS ANNOUNCER AT PRD RADIO STATION CHIANG MAL,
WMOSE HUSSAND IS A LIAISON/PUBLICITY OFFICER POR KACHIN
INOEPENOENCE ORGANIZATION. HER INFORMANT(S?) REPORTED
SPRAYING [N AN AREA OF SOME §0 SQUARE KILOMETERS, JUST
ACROSS BORODER SOME 10-15 KILOMETERS WEST OF TACHILEIK.
THIS SPRAYING REPORTEOLY TOOK PLACE IN EARLY APRIL.
REITHER OF THESE SOURCES NADE ANY CLAIN AS TO HUNMAN
CASUALTIES.
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W. (U) LOCAL VERNACULAR NEWSPAPER “THAI NEWS® NAY
1S CARRIED FOL REPORT: QTE'AT ASOUT 1100 NAY 13, POL.
LT. COL. SURABOL SANGKHAKOAN, CHIEF INSPECTOR, A. MUANG,
CHIANG RAI, WAS INFORNED THAT ABOUT 70 MUSER MILL
TRIBESPEOPLE UERE GETTING OFF BUS AT CHIANG RAI BuS
TERNIRAL. LT. COL. SURAPOL’AND SUSORDINATES HURRIED

TO TERMINAL ANO QUESTIONED MEAONAN OF NUSERS. HEADNAN
TOLO POLICE THAT THEY CANE FRON D01 TOOK (UNLOCATED) IN
SURMA OPPOSITE A. NAE CHAN, ANKD WERE MOVING TO RESETTLE
ON A MOUNTAIN IN BURNA OPPOSITE: As RAE $G0y. TAK,; WHERE .,
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fIR RELATIVES ALREADY LOCATED. HE SAID REASON FOR
CIR LEAVING HOMES WAS THAT THEIR VILLAGE WAS HIT BY
MBS AND “YELLOW RAIN" OROPPED FROM AIRCRAFT, KILLING
NY PEOPLE.  POLICE BROUGHT NUSERS TO POLICE STATION
R FURTHER INVESTIGATION. UNQTE. NOTE REPORT IS
BIGUOUS AS TO WHETHER ALLEGED MUMAN CASUALTIES WERE
0N SOMBING OR FROM CW. WE ARE CHECKING FURTHER TO
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E IF ANY OF THESE MUSERS C(LAHU) ARE STILL IN CHIANG RAL, AND

OBTAIN LT. COL. SURAPOL'S sTORY.
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(LOU) IT IS DIFFICULT TO PLACE MUCH CREDENCE IN
{ESE TALES, FOR FOL REASONS: CA) OPIUN CROP IS LONG
NCZ MARVESTED, AND IT IS OIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT PURPOSE
ULD BE SERVED BY USE OF DEFOLIANTS OR OTHER CHEMICALS
' THIS SEASONS (B) BURNESE ARNED FORCES MAVE
INOSTIONALLY BEEN QUITE CONSERVAOUYVE [N USE OF AIR
JUER WHERE CIVILIAN CASUALTIES MIGHT RESULT: (C) THE
'ORY FITS MEATLY WITH A WIDESPREAD INSURGENT PROPAGANDA
'NE DEPICTING GUS AS A SOVIET SATELLITE OF
'CRET
'CRET
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JUGHLY SANME DEGREE OF SUBSERVIENCE AS BULGARIA. SuB-
ICT TO FURTHER INVESTIGATION, WE THEREFORE REGARD
{E€SE “YELLOW RAIN" REPORTS AS IN INTERESTING EXAMPLE
' THE BANDUAGON EFFECT AT WORK IN THE REMOTE HILLS OF
1€ SHAN STATE.
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