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2. AT EMBASSY'S REQUEST. MFA ARRANGED MEETING S 2 o
V4l4)

BETWEENT ‘A FORMER LAO. %
OFFICIALT _ - qfi
CREFTEL) AND AN EMBASSY OFFICER.  IN THE MEETING, '

"JDESCRIBED THE USE OF CHEMICAL
“—WARFARE MEAPONS [N LAOS, THE LAO RESISTANCE,
AND A POW/MIA SIGHTING IN 1968 C(REPORTED SEPTEL).
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___RELATED THAT AS FAR BACK

AS 1977, HE FIRST HEARD FROM OFFICERS IN THE

LAO ARMED FORCES THAT ROCKETS CONTAINING CHEMICAL
WARFARE DEVICES WERE BEING FIRED AT LAO RESISTANCE
ELEMENTS FROM PLANES FLOWN BY YIETNAMESE PILOTS.
ACCORDING TO THE LAO OFFICERS, ONLY YIETNAMESE,

MO LAO, WERE INVOLYED IN THESE AERIAL BOMBAROMENTS.
THE EFFECT OF THE CHEMICAL ON ITS VICTIMS MAS
USUALLY TO RENDER THEM UNCONSCIOUS, ACCORDING

TO THE OFFICERS® ACCOUNTS. SKIN DEFORMATIONS

AND RESPIRATORY PROBLEMS WERE ALSO NOT UNCOMMON,
BUT FATALITIES WMERE RARE, THE DOCTOR SA1D.

AFTER AN ATTACK, YIETMAMESE AND LAO FORCES

WOULD SWEEP THROUGH THE AFFECTED AREA AND CAPTURE
THE UNCONSCIOUS OR STUNNED YICTIMS. THE DOCTOR
SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT CHEMICAL WARFARE
DEVICES SOMETIMES WERE ALSO FIRED FROM CANNONS
AND MORTARS. HE ADDED THAT, ACCORDING TO

THE REPORTS HE HAD HEARO,MOST OF THESE CHEMICAL
WARFARE ATTACKS OCCURRED IN XIANGKHOANG PROVINCE.
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