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Intellivence On ncpontva

Use of Chemical Weapons in Afghanlstuﬁé
Southeast Asi: :

: OV lf

ul atterpts to ldentis
traces of chemical acgents in the more than 30 human and
other ghysica. samples resulting fror regported use of

chemical wearons obtained from Laos,

Kampucnea and Afahanistan,
we believe we nave uncoverea some sicnificant new information

couia eventually

substantliatc our claim that tne

Vietnamese and Lao have been usina lethal aaents in

Lfohanistan ana Southeast Asia.

Stecifically, we believe
the Intelligence Community has obtalned good evidence that,
tnan a lethal chemical aagent,
have peen
supstance tycrically

the Soviets and others
sing a highly lethal toxin (i.e., a poisonous

produced in nature by living organisms)

trichothecene or T-II1 variety.

~datea 31 Aucust)

(Additional backaround

and technical data on 1ntelligence efforts is contained in
INk's Information Memorandum dated 31 August 81.) 1In light
of thi1s new information (which CIA published in their NID

and the fact that a book about the reports
Sterling Seagrave,

entitled Yellow Rain) is being '

released .later this month in which the author presents his
hvpothesis tnat the Soviets are using T-II, we need to be
prepared to move guickly to ensure that the Administration

1s recoanizea as being on top of this 1mportant turn 1in

DISCUSSION

The US has been aggressively pursuing this issue for
qulte some time.

Wwe have been responsible for increasing

international awareness of thls problem and for exposing the

Tovicts and others to internatlonal pressure and criticism

Southeast Asia.

sufficient international

Addxtxonally,

Tor their reportea activities in the Cw area in Afghanlstan

with the strong and
active support ot our Allies, the US succeeded in stxmulatxng!

concern over reports to have a

resolution aaopted by the UN General Aqsembly last vear : i

randating an 1mpart1a1

intcernational aroup of redical anﬁ

rcechn{('al to

investigate the reports "to ascertain
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Cweurdoretand ST expurts are pl
rearons concerned (as provided

re Uhoany:

resolution), to cate, no on-sites have b
point the experts appear to be o he

information (which has been sup
s not sufficient to-
conclusion ono_aqy‘cr_thewo” ,
recent information about toxins
new avenue v ir-estigation =

the US) 1

move the

Drafted
8/31/81
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yvestigation in a more
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