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P 1704552 AUG 81 VERY FIRST SUCH STORY TAAT WE WAVE EVER COLLEGTED
FN AMEMBASSY VIEWTIANE FROM VITHIN LADS, EXCEPT FOR TWE EXTREMELY NIGR ALTITUDE
70 SECSTATE VASNDC PRIORITY 1986 OF THE ARPLANE, THIS ACCOUNTS SEEMS TO CONTAIN
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1. COMFIDENTIAL = ENTIRE TEXT. UA‘

2. ON AUGUST 1S, EMBASSY VIENTIANE PICKED UP THt E
FIRST IN-COUNTRY SOURCED ALLEGATION CHEMICAL VAREF ARE
ATTACKS AGAINST THE HMONG MINORITY.

MENTIONED TO CNARGE MOSER N A SOCIML CONTEXT AND VERY
CASUALLY, THAT HE MAD BEEW TOLD 8Y A WHOMG VILLAGER LIVING
NEAR THE SHORES OF THE NAM NGUM RESERVOIR \'HA! “ONE OF THE
PROSLENS WE NAVE NERE IS "?( VERY MIGH-FLYING

AIRPLANES \WNO DROP YELLOW DUST 0N US THAT MILLS OuUR CROPS. ™
THE VILLAGER MAOE WIS COMMENTS' I[N THE PRESEMCE OF THREE
OTHER VILLAGERS, \MO NEITHER CONFIRMED NOR DENIED WHAT HE
VAS SAYING. NE REFERRED 1O (HE FLIGHTS AS “ROUGHLY
RONTHLY" SINCE LATE 1979,

3. Ho 8E SKEPTICAL OF THE STORY. &
17 TE, NOWCVER, TNE PIRST Tin THAT EMBASSY VIENTIANE é-
HAS PICKED UP EVEM A SECOND-HAND REPORT OF ZUCK ATTACKS 19
FROM THE PANY UN AND THISD COUNTRY OFF ICIALS REGUUARLY

TRAVELING AMONG OR OTMERWISE DEALING WiTH THE HMONG

PEOPLE. AN UNUSUAL ASPECT OF THIZ PARTICULAR STORY 135

THE LOCATION, FOR IT PRESUMES TO REPORT ATTACKZ UPON
HMONG LIVING O THE SHORES OF WHAT 15 THE PRINCIPAL
RESERVOIR ABOVE THE VIENTIANE AREA. EVEN THOUGH IT
WAY BE KNOWN 10 WWOLVER WOIRD B EMPLOYING SUCH
AGENTS THAT THEY SI00EGRAOE RATHER RAPIOLY, IT STILL
SOUNDS PULILING TWAT TWERE WOULD SE ATTACKS ON AN
AREA 50 CLOSE TO THE VIENTIANE TONE ANO ECONGMICKRILY
A0 gcoLocicaLy Tiep inio 11 (B

RVE SEE OUITE omn AND mnvia ALLY
CON"wERED A RELIABRLE AND RESPONCIBLE PERZO

4. THE VILLAGER REPORTEDLY DESCRIBED THE AIRPLANE Al £
FLYING 50 HIGH TNAT 1T COULD HuRDLY BE IEEN. [THE ZYELLOW

ST WE SA1D KILLED RICE ANO "ROTIED THE ROOTS OF THE b=l
ANI0C, THE WHONG Vil AGE iR -9
QUESTION HAD ALWAYS BCEN TN WIS ESTIMATION PRO

GOVERNMENT, ™ AND NOT PARTICULARLY INVOLVED IN Pall
ANTL-CORMUNIST ACTIVITLES, HE KNEW OF NO CONTACY
BETWEEN THE VILLAGERS AND HNONG REFUGEE CANPS 4
THAILAND, BUT COULD NOT PRECLUDE SUCH COMFACT. laE

vitiaces IR« wao A sarie of rye oust sur
LATER REPORTED TWAT HE COULOW' T FIND 1T.
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