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SUBJEC73-VIENTA“ESE DEFECTOR oN. GAS IN CAMBODIA

‘RgF$ BANGKCK 18059

1. REFTEL ACCOUNT OF cavN DEFECTOR'’S TESTIMONY TO BANGKOK i
PRESS ANC SESO CONTAINS SEVERAL ANOMALIESy AND A MISLEADING f
pICHROTOMY BETWEEN wi  ETHAL"™ AND wioN=LETHAL?" CHEMICAL LGENTS

whlCH we BELIELE
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W
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2. gPECIFICALLY .

REETEL AODRESSEES‘SHOULD BE ARWARE OF.

pAVN DEFECTOR TOLD AFP OF HIS PARTICIPA=

YI0N IN A HEAVY SRELLING ENGAGEMENT IN CAMBOOIA IN JARNUARY

1679 INVOLVING CHEMICAL AGENTS

wWE MAVE STHRONG INTELLL"

GeNCE EVIDENCE COQROBGQLTING PRECISELY_SUCH afN ARTILLERY

ATTACK IHNVELVING
THE SAME TIME A4S

J. gIMILARLY» OF

NON'LETHNL‘CHEMICALS AS CESCRIBED LA REFTEL 1S OVERw

cHE¥ICAL ROUNDS NEAR THE Twa]l HORDER AT
REPORTED BY THE OEFECTUR.

FECTCR’S DISTINCYIGN BETWEEN LETHAL AND

(MPLIFIEDR ACCORPING TO 115 COwly ACCCURT OF THE AGENTS

INVCLVED.

guGGESTS TRIS sHOouLp RAVE READ nesn,

NRESSES? INFO
cHEMICAL AGENTS?

Iy IRRITANTSE

CaNTROL AGENTS NO LONGEPR UseED BY US ARMY ,

CArA 5 OF REFTEL SPEAKS OF "CX"s WHEHEAS CCWTEXT

PLEASE CLARIFY, FOR
wE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING CATEGURIES OF

TE AR GAS (C) AWD ACANSITE ({DM) ARE RIOT

Cs GAS 1S THE

saFEST OF THE IRDITANTS ANDO THE ONE USED IN VIETHMA&H,

B. INCAPACITAHTsx
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PERIOD OF TIwg, LOMNGER THAN IRRITAKTSy BY AFFECTING MENTAL
AND DHYSICAL ABILITIES., THE US ARMY DEVELOPED AN IN=
CAPACITANTy B2y BUT HAS NOT USEC IT BECAUSE ULNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUWSTANCES IT CAN CAUSE ILLNESS AND ACCIDENTAL DEATH,
THE DEFECTOR DESCRIGED AN INCAPLCITANT» WHICH CouLD nOY
HAVE COMEIFPOM CAPTURED US STUCKS IN VIETHAM.

C. LETHAL: THERE ARE A WIDE RANGE OF LETHAL AGENTS wliITh
VARYING CHARACTERISTICS WHICH PRODUCE DIFFERING EFFECTS IN
DIFFERING TIME PERIODS, NERVE GASES LIKE TABUN. (GA),
SARIN (GB)F AND gpMAN (GD) CAUSE DEATH GUICKLYe HONe
PERSISTENT' CHOKING AGENTS ARE PHOSGENE (CG) AND DIPKDSGENE
(DP)a PHOSGENE OxXxIMFE (CK)s A BLISTER AGENT WHICH CAN
CaUSE SEVERE JINTERNAL DISURDER AND DEATHs IS 4 LIKELY
CANDIDATE FOR THE AGENT USED IN LAOS AND AFGHANISTAN AS IT
ALSQ cAl AFFECT VEGETATION, HCN (AC) AND CNC (CR) ARE
BLOUD AGENTS, PERSISTENT BLISTER AGENTS ARE MUSTARD (H)»

. MUSTARD/LEWISITE AKL) AND NITROGEN MUSTARD (HNI),

THE DEFECTOR 1S REPORTED IN AFP AS DESCRIBING THE
EY MARKING HZ ON A& SHELL. 1F WE wAS REFERRING TO
LICy IT COULD HAVE BEEN NZy A SOVIET MIXTURE OF

GEN=MUSTARD=LERISITE, THIS IS & LETMAL AGENT,
CITANT,
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5, FOR BANGKOK?! . IF WE. STILL HAVE ACCESS TO PAVN DEFECTUR
WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING WwKETHER WE CAN BE MQORE
SPECIFIC REGARDING WHMAT AGENTS WERE USED (WHERE AND wHEN),
PURPOSE AND DOCTRINE OF PAVN CHEMICAL WARFARE; AND ~FFECTS.
wOoULD ALSO APPRECIATE CLARIFICATION AS TO WHETHER WE
SROKE FIRST TO US 4NC EANGKOK POSTy OR TO 4FP. CHRISTOPKER

SECREY



