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SUBJECT (C) USE OF CHECHIC•P AGENT IN AFGHANISTAN 

2, SUMMARY. CONSUL AND PRESS CDRPS HVE TALKED •ITH MANY 
ALLEGED VICTIMS DF CHECHICAL HARFARE. I• APPEARS LIKEL THAT 
SOVIETS HAVE BEEN USING NON-LETHAL CHEEHICAL AGE•I IN BORDER 
AREAS NEAR PAKISTAN, USE SEEHS TD ACEOVPANY ATTACKS DN 
INSURGEN]• CREDIBLE DESCRIPTIONS OF EFFECTS ON VICTIMS 
ARE DIFFICLT TO •BTAI•, BUT •HOSE ONE CAN EXTRACT STRESS 
TEMPORARY LOSS OF SCDNSCIOUSNESS AND INCAPACITATION, MAjDR 
LOCAL HOSPITAL REPORTS NO GASSING VICTIMS. I HAVE CO•E U# 
P•ITH SEvERaL POSSIBLE LEADS ON PHYSICAL EVIDENCE DF C•, 
ALTHOUGH E•CH DOULD [A31LY RELATE TO SOMETHING ELSE. Tr•O 
SEPARATE UNKNO• SUBSTANCES ARE BFING POUCHED TDDIA BY 
SUPPORT FLIGHT APRIL 2•, END SUMMARY, 

3o ACCOUNTS OF •HE USE BY SOVIET TROOPS OF CHEMICAL AGENTS 
AGSIfVST AFGHAN INSURGENTS •ERSIST HERE. IN THE PAST FE• "'•EEKS, I H•VE TALKED PERSONALLY TO MANY INDIVIDUALS 
CLAIM TO HAVE BEEr• AFFECTED BY. GAS. OTHER AFGHANS SAY 
IdEY HAVE B]ThESSED THE EFFECTS OF GAS ON OTHERS. FURTHER, 
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A LARGE CORPS OF FORE]Gt• JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN ACTIVELY 
PURSUING THE MATTER ON BOTH GIBES OF THE BORDER. COLLECTIVELY, 
THEY HAVE INGERVIE•ED A GREAT MANY PERSONS, AND SEVERAL 

.. HAVE PASSED ON THE GIST OF THEIR T•LKS. 

•, WHAT EMEGES FROM ALL OF THIS IS THE STRONG IMPRESSION 
THAT, OVER THE PAST •ONTH DR •DRE, THE SDVEIETS HAVE BEEN 
USING A NDN-LETHA• CHECMICAL AGENT AGAINST INBURGENTS IN THE 
BORDER AREAS. CURRENILY, FIGHTING IS TAKING PLACE IN KUNAR AND NANGARHA, R PROVINCES, AS IT HA• SPORADICALLY 
SINCE LAST FEBRUARY, CD•BAT GENERATES R•FUGEE$, 
TALKS TO ESTERNERS HERE, DR IT PULLLS JOURI•ALISTS ACROSS 
THE BORDER WHERE THEY MEET THE NATIVES, ALL THOSE WHO 
ALLEGE THE U•E OF CHEMICAL AGENTS COUPLE IT WITH COMBAT 
'SITUATIONS, 

5, ACCOUNTS HAVE AN AMAZ•.G CDNSISTENC)' THAT SDVIET .-. ATTACKS DN II,ISURGE•T-HELD AREAS ARE AL•AYS BLITZES BY ". CDMBI•ED AR•S ATTACK AIRCRAFT, HELICOPTERS, ARMORED 
ELEMEntS, ARTILLERY AND {SD•.•ETIH[S) PARACHUTE TROOPS÷ 
THE FIREPOWER SOU•DS OVER•HEL•ING. OFTEN, It•SURGE•TS 
AND ND•-CO•BZzTAt•S S•Y• EHC•ICAL AGENTS ARE USED AS PART 
DF THE ASSAULT. 

6, I FI•D IT K!ADDENIZ•GLY DIFFICULT TO EXTRACT CREDIBLE 
DESCRIPTIO•IS OF THE EFFECTS ON INDIVIDUALS, IN PART, I 
SUSPECT, THIS OHES TO CULTURAL HABITS, •HICH DO NOT TEND 
TD PRODUCE GOOD OBSERVERS. IN PART, IT D•ES TO I•DIVIDUALS 
BEING SO OV;R•FfELMEb BY THE ATTACKS THAT THEY •ERE MUCH 
TOO DISTRACTED A•u •USY TD PAy ATTENTIDr•. IN SOME CASES• 
ALLEGED VICTI'•S ASSERT THAT GASSING IS ONLY A MINOR MATTER, 
AND ASK THAT CONCENTRATE DNIHPO•!TANT AFFAIRS, SUCH AS 
PROVID]NG THE• I':ITH GU•S. DN NAN, WHD HAD JUST LOST •UCH 
OF HIS FA•ILY TO A RUSSIAN ATTACK• has ENRAGED THAT I 
•OULD PERSIST ON THIS UNIMPORTANT THEME, 80 IT GOES, 

7. •IO•VETHELESS• A CO•40N PATTERM DOES EWERGE FRO• THE 
RESPO•SES. It•DIVIDUALS AFFECTED BY EHC•ICAL AGENTS 
ARE OFTEN REPORTED AS BEIt•G INCAPACITATED FOR HOURS, 
IF •40T FOR DAYS, BY IHE LOSS OF THE USE OF THEIR LIMBS, 
OFTE• THEYREPO•T LOSS OF CONSCIOUSNESS FROM Trio TO 
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! 
EIGHT HOURS, EYES 

ARE ALMO• • AL•AYS SAID TO TEAR AND 
NONSES TO EU•J. FEW INDIVIDUALS REPORT SENSATIONS OF 
CHOKING. NO ONE CLAIMS THAT HIS SKIN HAS BEEN AFFECTED. 
EFFECTS OF THE AGENT ARE NEVER SEID TO PERSIST FOR 
MORE THAN A WEEK, AND• IN •DST CA•;ES,'SEEM NOT TD LAST 
MORE THAN 2• HOURS. MANY PERSONS CLAIM TD HAVE COUNTERED 
THE EFFECTS BY\PLACING A WET CLOTH OVER THEIR FACES, DR JUMPING INTO STREAMS. 

8. I-HAVE BEEN•UNABLE TO LOCATE ANY GASSINGVICTIMS •HO HAVE BEEN HOSPITALIZED IN THIS AREA. I DISCUSSED THE MATTER 
DN APRIL •6 MITH BRIGADIER NAWAB KHAN, .DIRECTOR DF T•E LEADING PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL, KHYBER TEACHING. KHYBE• HAS 
BEEN TREATING A SIGNIFICANT NU•BE• OF WAR CASUATIES SINCE 
THE INSURGENCY.BEGAN •URRENTLY, THE BRIGADIER REPORTS, 
35 PCT OFTHEIR:OUTPATIENTS. AR AFGHANS. STILL, HE KNEd OF 
ND GAS VICTIMS AMONG THEM, HE TUR•ED ME OVER TO A ... SUBORDINATE •HO TOOK ME AROUND T•ARDS TO MEET •DUNDED ". AFGHANS, WHD• THE SUBORDINATE THOUGHT •IGHT INCLUDE GAS VICTI•!S.• •VONE, HO•'EVER,. DF THE PERSONS TALKED. •ITH HAD 
:TEEN SO AFFECTED, 

9, I HAVE DISCUSSED THE •.UBJECT IN DETAIL •ITH MANY 
JOURNALISTS OVER THE PAST FEv; WEEKS. MOST SEEM TD HAVE 

CONCLUDED THAT NOr;-LETHAC CHE•ICAL AGENT IS CURRENTEY 
BEING US•D IN EASTERN AFGHA•ISTAN• USE. WOULD APPEAR 
fO BE TACTICAL TO INCAPACIT.ATE INSURGENTS FOR LONG 
ENOUGH TO OVERRUN THEIR POSITIONS. DSSIBLY• SOME 
NE•SMEF.J THINK, PERSONS V/HO ARE TRAPPED IN CLOSE O•ART'ERS 

'MAY GET AN OVERDOSE AND DIE. •DST OBSERVERS CONCLUDE 
THAT OUTboARD EFFECTS OF CA DISAPPEAR WITHI• A FE• HOURS, 
OR AT MOST • FEw DAYS. AS CO•qCERNS THE •OST RECENT 
FIGHTING NEAR THIS BORDER, •Y FINDINGS AGREE HITH.THE JOUR•ALIST$, 

.10..THESE FINDI•,•GS ARE, OF COURSE, AT ODDS •ITH THOSE 
REPORTED EARLIER,. •'•HICH FOCUSSED ON E•ADAKSHA•, BHERE 
NU•'•EROUS DEATHS'•';ERE SAID TO HAVE OCCURRED. IT •'•OJLD 
SEE'.4. POSSIBLE, THOUGH, THAT AN' ENTIRE'LY DIFFERE•'CT AGEN.-T •! 
•AS USED I•'J IHAT RELATIVELY INACCESSIBLE ARE,e. THE 
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SOVIETS KNO•F HOWEVEr, THAT THE KUNAR-NANGARHAR AREA IS 
SO A$•AR• •ITH PORIGN NEB$•EN THAT USE OF L•THAL 
CHEMICAL AGENT COULD NOT BE CONCEALED, 

11, AM $IIL• TRYING TO CO•E UP •IITH PHYSICAL EVIDENCE ' i' ". 
DF CA USE, SEVERAL OF MY CONTACTS A•ONG THE INSURGENTS 
KNOW OF My INTEREST, AND I KEEP •OPING. THAT THIS •ILLTHAT-THIS BILL 
LEAD TD wHATi v•E •ANT, LAST T•EEK, A FRENCH. PHOTOGRAPHER 
ON CONTRACT •0 AP TOOK PICTURES OF A CYLINDRICAL OBJECT t•I•H ".,. 
CYRILLIC CHARACTER• IN KUN•,R PROVINCE, UNFORTUNATELY, 
HE LEFT IHE OBJECT •HZRE IT r:AS FDUND, HE DESCRIBES 
IT AS ABOUT •A FOOT IN LENGTH AND THREE INC•ES IN 
DIAMETER, ASi ONE END •AS IRREGULAR, IT APPEARED TO 
HAVE BEEN A. PIECE OF A LONGER OBJECT, THE DEVIE 
•AS MADE OF.•HITE PLASTIC LINED •IH ALUMINUM, 
IT •AS F•LLED •ITH AN UNKNOWN PO•ER. I •O•DER IF IT 
MIGHT HAyE BEEN PART OF AN AIR-•D-GRDUND ROCKET? 
POS$1BLY• THOUGH, ITS USE.RELATES TO CB, 

|3,A• •"•',AS 
TO LEAVE FOR KUNAR 

ON IL •0, USI•G SA•E GUIDE •'•HO ACCD•PAN!ED THE 
FRENCHN•-',•.I, HAVE ASKED THAT THE AU.ERICAN RETIREVE THE 
CYLINDF.R, IF HE CAN LOCATE IT, 

.J.,•, A•DTHER POSSIBLE LEAD IS A CHEC•,IC.A.I,•SUBSTANr,.E •H•CH 
GAME UE APR;L 

.•REGARDS 
AS aN •,UT•ORIIY 0•¢ •ILI•'•RY SUBJECTS, SUBSTA•,'CE ME GA•E 
ME IS A SMALL DYLIr•DER ABOUT I/aTH INCH IN DIA•'•ETER, •ITH 
A HDLLO•'; CORE. '.:Y PIECE |S ONLY ONE INCH LONG BUT IS 
SAID" TO H•VE CO•IE FRO•4 ONE ABOUT A FOOT IN LENGTH. 
ACCORDIh•G TO A BRITISH PHOTOGRAPHER •HO BROUGHT THE 
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BROWN-COLORED SUBSTANCE ACROSS THE BDFDER• THE OBJECTS 
ARE DROPPED BY THE THOUSANDS FROm AIRCRAFT•: THEN ..! :.:. , 
I•.IIED BY BD•BS •R"RQCKETS, COULD IT BE THAT THIS 
IS THE SUBST•ANCE WHICH FUNCT•OMS LIKE NAPALM-.--•HICH •E .•, 
HAVE HEARD ABOUT POSSIBLY.'• REPORT 
HAVING BECAME ILL AS A RESULT'OF HIS EXPERI•m•NTS •ITH THE SUBJECT, IH E GINITED A CDUPL• OF SMALL PIECES •HICH BURNED HITH A DISPROPORTIONATELY LARGE FLAME, SUBSEQUENTLY• 
BOTH HE •},H.IS A• COMPANION BE•A•CE..-•LLWITH NAUSEA AND DIARRHEA, ._._.J•ONDERS •F THE SUBSTANCE "CODLD BE A CHECMICAL AGENT. •ITH A FU•CTIDN 
SIMILAR TO THAI OF CS GAS, I H•E'TURNED THE.SAMPLE OVER TD THE DEFENSE A•TACHE'S OFFICE IN ISLAmABAD FOR SHIPMENT TO DIA, •/ASHINGTON, IT SHOULD LEAVE i3LAmABAD BY SUPPORT F'LIGHT APRIL 2•, 

15, EARLIER, IAmE ACROSS 
ANDTHE• CHEC•ICAL SUBSTANCE 

.WHICH ml•'i RELATE TO C•, THIS IS'• SET OF SPLIT RINGS, 
ABOUT T!.•REE INCHES IN.DIAMETER I•ND ABOUT I/b•TH INCH THICK, COLOR IS LIGHT .BROWN, TtlE OVERALL APPEARANCE IS •AT OF •.ACHINERY GASKETS, HOWEVER, TH• DBJECTS ARE STITCHED INTO LIGHT CLOTH BAGS, ABOUT FIVE PER BAG, SEVERAL BAGS .ARE ED••TAINED IN A BRD•VN, ROUteD, CARDBOARD CONTAINER •HICH HAD BEEh SEALED •ITH BLACK PITCH, 
A DUTCH PHOTOGRAPHER •HO PICKED UP •ATERIAL IN 
NANGARHAR PROVIf•CE, SDL.D IT: TO dE, HE SEEMED TO THINK IT BAS USED AS AN I•CEND.IARY, AND BURNED A PIECE TO DE•O•;STRATE (I.T BURNS VERY EASILY), I WONDER, HOWEVER, IF IT COULD POSSIBLY HAVE.SD•AEIFUNCTION AS. A GAS •ASK FILTER, HAVE ALSO TUNED mATERIAL OVER TD 
DAO FOR SHIP=•Er•T TO DIA ON SUPPORT FLIGHT, 
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