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REGARD TOU KEPURTS OF USE UF “POISON GAS™ IN LAOS AND HAS
PLLYEU A CENTKAL KOLE IN DEVELOPING wrHAT INFORMATION
THUS FAR HLS BEELN CUMPILED, '

3. LS REFTEL NUTES, INFOURMATION DEVELOPED Ok POSSIBLE

- USE OF LETHAL CHEMICAL AGEKTS IN LAUS BY LAQ AND.
. VIETNAMESE TROOPS AGAINST HMONG HILLTRIBESPEOPLE

KARKANTS OUR DEEP CONCERN AND CONTINUING INVESTIGATION,
PRELIMINARY ALSSESSMENTS OF RECENT MEDICAL VTEAM wHICH
CONDUCTED INTERVIEwS (SEPTEMBER~OCTOBER) AMOKG HMING
REFUGEES CLAIMING TU BE EYE AITWESSES TD "POISOW GAS"
ATTACKS IN LADS TEND GENERALLY TD CORROBORATE FINDINGS

"OF EARLIER (JUNE) INVESTIGATIDN, MOREUVEK, ONE OF Tw0

SAMPLES UF "GAS RESIDUE" OBTAINED FROM HMONG REFUGEES
IN JUNE INTERVIEWS WAS BEEN TENTATIVELY IDENTIFTED A4S

A "WETTING AGFNT™ CUMMONLY USED TO PROMOTE DISPERSAL

OF AIRBORNE P4hTICULATES SUCH A4S POWDERED CHEMICAL
AGENTS. woILF ANALYSIS OF PHYSICALLY SIMILAR "SAMPLE™
OBTAINED BY MEDICAL TEAM IN OCTNBER FROM HMONG REFUGEE
HAS YET TO BE COMPLETED, DXISCDVERY UF THIS SUBSTANCE IS
SIGNIFICANT, &4ND TENWDS TU SUBSTAKTIATE TEWYATIVE. COWe
CLUSIDNS REACHED Ih JUNE iNVESTIGATION THAT SOME LETHAL
AGENT HAS BEEN USED AGAYNST HMONG TRIBESPEOPLE.

4. BOTH THE JUNE &ND SEPTEMBER=UCTOBER INTERVIEWS .
INDICATED VIETWAMESE INVOLVFMENT IN THE ATTACKS. MURE= )
OVER, THE SUBSTANTIAL ROLE THAT THE VIETHWAMESE MILITARY ’

PLAYS IN LAD DEFENSE AFFAIRS LEAVES NO ROUM FOR DOUBT

THAT JF A LETHAL CHEMICAL AGENT(S) IS BEING USED AGAINST

THE HMONG 1IN LADS BY THE LAD GOVERNMENWT, THERE WOULD

HAVE TO BE VIETNALMESE INVOLVEMENT A4S wELL.

S. RECENT REPORTS AAD (GDK) ALLEGATIONS OF GAS USE BY
VIETNAMESE TRKOOPS IN KAMPUCKEA AGAINSYT KHMER RESISTANCE
AKD ClVILI&nS DEEPEN UUR COWNCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE VIET~
NAMESE COMBAY USE OF LETHAL CHEMICAL AGENTS THROUGHOUT
INDOCHINA, : :

6. DEPARTMENT HAS TRANSMITTED TEXTS GF JUNE INTERVIENS
YO0 EMBASSY BANGKOK, .
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7. GIVEN MOUNTIKRG IWFORMATION ARD CONCERN REFARDING
vIETNAMESE USE OF LETRAL oHEMICAL LGENTS THROUGHOJT

1HDOCHINA AGATHST CUMBATTANTS ALD NON=COMBATTANTS ALIKE,

KEGUEST AMBASSLDOR MAKE DEVARCHE 10 vIETWAMESE AvMBASSHDOR

AT EARLIEST APPRUPRIATE TIME PKESENIING COPY OF JJNE
INTERVIEr TEXTS AwD USING FOLLOWING POINTSS

A, luroRMATION DEVELUPED In THESE INTERVIERS wWilTH
HMONG WKEFUGEES DURIKG THE PERIUD JUWE d=8. POIKRTY 10
EXTENSIVE USE UF & LETHAL CHEMICAL LGEWT AGAINST HMOUNG
COMBATTAWT AKD NOiw=COMBATTANT TRIBAL POPULATIONS IN -
LADS. MANY OF THESE INTERVIERS SUGGEST OR INDICATE
VIETHAMESE VILITARY\IHVDLVEMENT. .

B. wHILE THESE REPOK1S DO NOT CONSTITUTE CONCLUSIVE
Do iDEUCE OF USE UF LETHAL CHEMICAL AGEWTS 1IN LAOS B¥
S0 AND VIETMAWESE TROOPS, THIS INFURMETION, AND KODLZ.

.TIONAL INFORMLTIUN WOw BEING ANALYZED 1S VERY CREDIBLE,

PARTICULARLY SIWCE IT FITS PRECISELY PATTERNS OF USt
OF LETHAL AGENTS ELSEWHERE. THEREFORE., 1T CLEA&RLY
wARRAWTS DEEP CUNWCERW OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY,

IN La0OS #ITH ThE LAO'GOVERNMENT.ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS.

" WE HAVE ALSO FXPRESSED OUR CONCERN AND SOUGHT ADDI =

TIONAL 1wFORMATION ONW SUCH REPORTS FROM OTHER GOVERNK=

MENTS. WE wILL CONTIWUE TOQ PURSUE DUR INVESTIGATION OF

THESE CHARGES.

D.WKE ENCOUR&GF YOU TO USE YOUR JHWFLUENLE wITH TRE L&D
GOVERWMENT TO PERSUADE IT TO CODPERATE wITH SUCH AN

IMPARTIAL INTFRNATIONAL INVESTIGATION UF THESE REPOKTS.

E. FINALLY, wk WUTE THAT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN A
RESOLUTION &DUPTED UWANIMOUSLY O 14 DECEMBER 1978,

CALLED FOR STRICT OBSERVANCE BY ALL STATES OF THE PRIN-

CIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 1925 GEHEVL PROTOCAL PRO=
HIRLTING THE USE OF CHEMICAL LND BIOLOGICAL AGENTS IN
WARY" WE URGE THAT VIETWAM REALFFIRM ITS SUPPURT FOR
THOSE PRINCIPLES &WD OBJECTIVES BY LACCEEDING 10 THE
1925 GENEVL PROTOCUL AND THAT VIETNAY ENCOURAGE THE
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: GOVERNMENT COF- L&0US 10 DU LIKEWISE,
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