
SUBJECT: REPORTS OF CHEMICAL wARFARE IN 

I. (U) THE OCTOBE• 31 "mASHINGTON POST" CARRIED THE 
FDLLOmING ITEm, HEADLINED "GOVEhNOR SAYS VIETNAMESE ACCUSED 
OF uSING POISOI• GAS." BEGIN TEXT" ST. PAUL, NINe., 
OCTOBER 30 (AP) GOvL AL •UIE," JUST BACK FRO• A TRIP" TO 

SOUTHEAST ASIA SAID TODAY THAT SOME CAMBODIAN REFdGEES 
MADE "HEAVY ACCUSATIONS" THAT V£ETNA•ESE SOLDIERS •ERE 

USING POISON GAS. QUIE •AS O;•E OF SEVEN GOVERNORS 
TOURED REFUGEE CA•PS:IN T•AILAND LAST •EEKEND. 

=AMONG THE PEOPLE THERE ARE HEAVY ACCUSATION OF POISON 

GAS PEOPLE S•O•ED BLOTCHES ON THEIP SKIN wHICH THEY : 

SAID ,ERE CAUSED •Y POISON GAS," QUIE TOLD REPORTERS. 
END TEXT., 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPART]•NT OF STATE A/CI)O/]•CR 

I•VTED by DATE,•/• 

) EXCISE D•CLAfiSII•Y !n PART 

TS authority to 
CLASCIFZj as 0• 



7• 33•73• 
TORt 052332Z NOV 7• 

2. (C) •OULD APPRECIATE REPORT ON •HAT IT hAS T•AT GOVo 

OUIE SA• THAT LED HIM TO MAKE THIS STAIEMENT, AS •ELL AS 

SUMMARY OF" BRIEFINGS GIVEN THE GOVERNORS ON T•E ISSdE OF 

POISOr; G•S REPORTS FROm KA•PUCHEA AND LAOS. (FYI: 

GOVERNOR RAY, FOR INSTANCE, APPARENTLY CAME •Y FROM TRIP. 

•IT• THE I•PRESSION THAT USE OF POISON GAS IN LAOS •S AN 

ESTABLISHED A;•D ACCEPTED FAC•. END FYI) DEPART•EN• IS 

SERIOUSLY CO••CERNED OVER REPORTS •HAT CHEMICAL wEAPONS ARE 

BEING USED IN mA•PUCHEA AS .ELL •S LAOS. 

3. (C) ,•E ARE AWARE OF CURRENT STRAINS ON EMBASSY- 

RESOURCES ARISING FRO• FA.'AINE SITUATION. TO EXTENT 

POSSIBLE U$,,DER THESE CONSTRAINTS ANY REFUGEES FRO• 

EITHER KA,'IPuCHEA OR LAOS r;HO CLAIM TO hAVE •,ITNESSED OR 

UNDERGOi,•E CHEMICAL hARFARE ATTACKS, SHOULD BE INTERVIEV, ED 

IN DETAIL AND INFOR•.',ATION OBTAIt,•ED FO R•'t'RDED TO ]HE 

DEPART•',E•I I,,•,:.EDIATELY. ONE DR •ORE ME•-•BEP, S OF THE MEDICAL 

TEAM Im•,T RECENTLY VISITED THAILAND ARE PREPARED TO RETURN 

UPON SHORT ,,•OTICE IF NE• INFORMATION •ARRANTS.,. 
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