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SUBJECT: KEPORTS OF CHEMICAL WARFARE IN KAMPUCHEA

1. (U) THE OCTOBER 31 "wASHINGTON POST” CARRIED THE

FOLLOWING ITEM, HEADLINED "GOVERNGR $AYS VIETNAMESE ACCUSED

OF USING POISON GAS. BEGIN TEXT"® ST. PAUL, HINN,,

QCTOBER 3¢ (AP) = GUV. AL QUIEs JUST BACK FROM A TRIP 1O

SOUTHEALST ASIA SALID TODAY THAT SOME CAMBODIAN REFUGEES : i
MADE "HEAVY ACCUSATIONS" THAT VIETWAMESE SOLDIERS WERE ‘ !
USING PDISON GAS. GUIE waS ONE OF SEVEN GOVERNORS wHO i
TOURED REFUGEE CAMPS Iii THAILAND LA&ST WEEKEND. ‘

"AMONG THE PEQPLE THERE ARE HEAVY &CCUSATION OF POISON

G4S....PEOPLE SHOWED BLOTCHES O THEIR SK1w wRICH THEY

SAID wERE CAUSED BY POISON G&S," GUIE TOLD REPORTERS. o
END TEXT. S . ‘
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2. (C) #WOULD APPRECIATE REPDRT ON WHAT IT WAS THAT GODV.
OUIE SAw THAT LED HIM TO MAKE THIS STATEMENT, A4S wELL AS
SUMMARY CF BRIEFINGS GIVEN THE GOVERNORS ON THE ISSUE OF
POISON GAS REPUORTS FROM XKAMPUCHEA AND LAOS. (FYI:

GOVERNDOK RAY, FOR INSTANCE, APPARENTLY CAME LwkY FROM TRIR
WITH THRE IMPRESSION THAT USE OF POISON GAS IN LADS WAS AN
ESTABLISHED AnD ACCEPTED FaCT. END FYI) DEPARTHENT 1S
SERIOUSLY CUNCERNED OVER REPORTS THAT CHEMICAL WEAPONS ARE -
BEING USED IN RAMPUCHEA &S wELL AS LAOS.:

3. (C) wE ARE AwAKE OF CURRENT STRAINS ON EMBASSY-
RESOUKCES ARISING FROM FAMINE SITUATION. TO EXTENT o -
POSSIALE UNDER THESE CONSTRAINTS ANY REFUGEES FROW

EITHER KAMPUCHEA OR LADS wHO CLAIM TO RAVE wITHNESSEU OR
UNDERGOWE CHEMICAL wARFARE ATTACKS, SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED
IN DETAIL AND IKFORMATION USTAINED FORw&ROED TO THE :
DEPARTMENT ImMEUIATELY. ONWNE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE MEDICAL
TEAM TrA&T RECENTLY VISITED THATLAND ARE PREPARED TO RETURN
UPON SKRURT wOTICE IF NEwW INFORMATION WARRANTS,,
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