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SUBJECT: ANALYSIS OF -POSSIBLE POISON GAS RESIDUE OBTAINED
IN LADS

{. THE FOLLOwING PROVIDES READOUT ON CONCLUSIONS REACHED
BY RESEARCH DIVISION CHEMICAL SYSTEMS LABORATORY, EDGE=~
wQOb- Ak&LNAL “D~ :h '

2, TrE CHEMICAL SYSTEHS LABORATORY PERSONNEL HAVE REPORTED
THAT THE PRELIMIHNARY ANALYSIS wAS INCDNCLUSIVE BECAUSE OF
THE FOLLOWING: ntGIN QUOTE:

A, THE SAMPLE SIZE " AS EXTREMELY SMALL. EACH ANALYTICAL

'PROCEDURE, TO INCLUDE INFRARED '(IR) AND ULTRAVIOLET (uv) .
SPECTRUOSCOPIC ANALYSIS, wAS CARRIED OUT USING MATERIAL : .
TAKEN FROM & DIFFERENT SPOT, SUSPECTED OF BEING CHEMICAL

AGENT OR AGENT RESIDUE, ON THE VEGETATION WHICH vaDE UP THE
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TCOTAL SLMPLE 17T 1S POSSISBLE THAT CHEMICAL AGERT CuULD
HAVE BEEN PRESENT IN TOO SHMALL AN AMOUNT TO BE DETECTED BY
THE LMALY TI METHODS USED.

B, THE &MOUNT OF TIME BETwWEEN WHEN THE CHEMICAL AGENT wAS
EMPLOYED AND THE ANALYSIS MAY HAVE RLSULTED IN AGENT DEe

CO%PUSITION\AND/OR VAPORIZATIOK, IF THE AGEKT EMPLOYED
WAS A NONPERSISTENT AGENT, IT5 VOLATILITY MAY PRECLUDE
OBTAINING 4 SUFFICIENT S&MPLE SIZE FOR ANALYSIS 1F SEVERAL
DAYS LAPSE BETrREEN EMPLOYMENT AND SUBSEQUENT ANALYSIS OF
CONTAMINATED WMATERIAL,

3, THE CHEMIC4L SYSTEM LABORATORY PERSONNEL RECOUMENDED
THAT & LALRGER SAMPLE OF THE SUSPECTED CHEMICAL AGENT BE
OBTLINED, 1F POSSIBLE, AND PROVIDED FOR ANALYSIS,

4, THE PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF SUBJECT MATERIAL HAS SHOWN
THE FQLLORING COMPOUNDS NOT REPEAT NOT BE PRESENT IN THE
SUBJECT S4MPLE: !

&, STANDARD US RIOT CONTROL AGENTS (Ch AND (CS).

B, ADAMSITE (D™ VOMITING AGENT), AND 1785, HYDROLYZED BY~
PRODUCT.,

C, OTHER ARSENICALS (INCLUDES LEwWISITE BLISTER A3 ENT AND
THE ARSINESFAMILY OF VOMITING AGENTS),

Dy ORGANO=PHOSPHATES (1HCLUDES THE GeSERIES NERVE AGENTS),
E, CHLOURINE. COMPCUND (bLISTER AGENTS AND PHOSGENE=
DERIVAYIVES),

- Fy NITROGEN COMPOUNDS (NI»RDG&N MUSTARD BLISTER AGFhT AND
VeSERIES NERVE AGENTS),

G, CCLURED S™MOKE -DYES, END'GUOTE,

5, Tht INFORMATION ASSEMBLED IN EARLY JUNE THROUGH IN=-
TERVIEWS nITH 23 mMONG REFUGEES WHO PROVIDED EYEWITHESS
ACCUUNTS OF CHEMICAL AGENT ATTACKS (DRAFTS POUCHED 10
BANGKOK, UDORN AND VIENTIANE), COMBIKED wITH CLASSIFIED
REPORTING, INDICATES THALT CHMEMICAL nARF4RE (Cw) AGENTS
PROBABLY HLVE BEENW USED IN LAOS AGAINST DISSIDERTY HMONG
TRIBESHMEN,
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6, WE ARE CUNSIDERING PROVISION OF THE INTERVIEN TRANSe
CRIPTS UNDER COVER OF A BACKGROUND PAPER, 7O GROUPS SUCH
S THE 1C+»~ AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL vITR REQUEST THAT .
THEY PUKSU. THE ISSUE FURTHER, WwE ARE ALSD CONSIDERING
PROVISION (F THESE INTERVIERS TD & NUMBER OF GOVERNMENTS
WHICH HEVE BECOME AwARE OF AND EXPRESSED INTEREST IM THE
DEPARTMENT'S EXAMINATION OF THE GUESTION OF USE OF Cn

IN LAOS, : ‘ ‘

7., BEFORE WMOVING AHEAD WITH THIS APPROACH, WE WOULD
APPRECILTE THOUGHTS UF ACTION ADDRESSEES ON BEST wAY TO
PROCEED, - ‘

8, STAWLEY KARNOw, wHO CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS WITH HMONG
REFUGEES IN THAILAND IN JUNE,,

CWILL BE CALLING ON THE LAO DESK 1IN THE NEAR FUTURE,

RICHARD NATIONS DISCUSSED THE HMONG PLIGHT ELSEwWHERE IN
THE DEPARTIMENT RECENRTLY, VANCE
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