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2• THE•E HAVE BEE• ,•U•ERDUS REPORTS FROM H•ONG •DURCES 
ALLEGIN• THE USE DF POIS3N GAS BY LAD DR VIETNAMESE 
FORCES AGA•ST H•ONG T•BESHEN IN LADS, AND THERE 
Hi, rE •EE• CDNTI•JjI•G PRnFLEPS IN DETERMINING THEIR 
VERACITY. I• T•YI•G TO aSSESS THE SITUATION, ONE. MUST 
NOT OVERLOOK SUCH F•CTORS AS THE PREVALENCE OF R•HDR 
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I• A• E'/OT•O',J•L •'jgl E•'FRE•ELy DIFFICULT SITUATION AND 
THE mOTSI•LE LISE DFITOXIS 4•TEPI•LS OTHER THAN POTSON 
G•S, E.G., DErOL]6';TS, RIOT COt,,TROL AGENTS, PHOSPNDROUS 
SMELLS, ETC. rI•V•3USLY, SCIENTIFIC TESTING •OULD BE 
THE •EST •D,Y T£, •TTE•PT TO DEAL THE SUBJECT. 
DNE SUC• TEST •.16 S •¢N PERFORMED HERE BY TME RDY•L 
TM• AP•Y LA• (•EF•. SO•E OF THE MATERI•L USE3 IN THIS 
TEST •tS BEE•,• FOR,vARDED TO •AS•INGTON •OR 
TESTI•,• A• •DPEVJLLY T•E •ESLILTS W:ILL BE •O•E C•'CLUSIVE. 
t•E KO•LD D•P•ECIDTE A PEA•-OJT OF THE RESULTS OF THIS 
TEST. 

•o •EG•I•;; •'E•SI•'LITY AND USEFULNESS OF TESTI• 
BL•/L}•I'•E S^•PLES OF H'•IG REFUGEES ALLEGING GAS 
•TT•CKS (REF a)• •E HOUL• LIKE Ta STRESS T•O OF T•E 
POINTS •'&DE BY C•SUL•TE •D•N IN REF •: (•) •HE. 
TQEK r•O• HMDNG SETTLemEnTS TO THAILAND FO• MOST 
REFUGEES qE•J•qES T•O|•'•EEKS •T LEAST, TH•S MEANS 
THOSE •D MAY HAVE SEEN SUBJECTED TO A HEAVY DOSE OF 
G&S mPoqABLY DO NDT •KE IT TO THAILAEtD, THOSE LESS 
SEP]OUSLY AFFECTED MAY •'OT DEm•R• 'THEIR HOWE.S 
AND, DURING THE TNO •EEKS TRAVEL TIME TO THAILANDt 
THEEVI•ENCE O• THE "GAS" MIGHT •EAKEN OR DISAPPE•W. 
(B) THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO ALLEGED G•S VICTIMS IN THE 
REFUGEE CA•PS AT NDNG KHAI. THUS• •E ARE TALKING •NLY 
•BOUT P•SSIBLE FJTdRE CASES.. 

•. THEPE IS •T BEST A REMOTE POSSIBILITY DF A 
REF'UGEE 

AmPEARIr.G wIT• r&TRLY FRESH EVIDENCE OF GASSING. 
IN SUCH A CASE, •EDICCL PEPSD•JNEL IN THE CA•P PEE$•.H•BLY 
COULD T•KE SA•PI_SS 0F NHOLE BLOOD/SERUM/URINE AND FLY 
THE SAWPLES TO SAN•KDK, MHERE •VE BELIEVE THAT THAI ARMY 
LABORATORIES •RE CAPABLE OF •AKING NECESSARY 
ARPANGE•ENTS COULD PRODARLY.BE U6.DE• IF REQUIRED• FOR 
U,S. PERSONNEL TD NORK v:ITH THE THAI AP•Y IN THIS 
ErF0mT, AND TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL AND •ATER•AL SU•-mORT. 
5' '•IE 09VIOJSLY ALSO NEED TO BEGIN THINKING ABOJT HO• 
•ND BY •';H0 ANY mIRW EVIDENCE OF GASSING •HICH wIGHT 
BE DISCnVERFD •njLD 8E PJBLICIZED OR USED. 
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B. •#E S•LL C•TI •''c TD vONITOR THE SUBJECT CLOSELY, 

•UT •JE $•SP• CT TqA• COnCrETE EVIDEhCE •ILL CDN•IN•E TO 

BE H•'•D TO CD•E •Y. LEVIN 
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