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SURJ: (C)y MIDICAL EVIDENCE OF USE OF POISDH GAS A’AIRST
HMONG TRIBESMEN IN LADS

REF: &, STATE 33273, R, UDGRM oaz. C. STATE 320%3,
D, STATE 205256,-E, !ISDAO BANGKOK DTG 2608477 JAN 79,
F. FTB 23073 (TDFIR 314/02027~ 78) ‘
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2. THERE HAVE th” WU“ERQUS REPORTS FROM HMONG SDURCES
ALLEGING THE USE OF P0ISIN GAS BY LAD OR VIETNAMESE
FORCES AGAIMNST HvgVNG TRIBESMEN IN LADS, AND THERE
HAVE BEEN CONTINgJING PRNBLEMS IN DETERMINING THEIR
VERACZITY, IV TRyING TO ASSESS THE SITUATION, ONE. MUST
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IN AN EYDTIONAL avD|EXTREMELY DIFFICULT SITUATION AND

THE PNASSTALE USE OF I TNXIZ MATERIALS OTHER THAM PATSON
G4S, E.6., DEFOLIAMTS, RIDT CONTROL AGENTS, PHOSPHDOROUS
SHELLS, ETC. NBVIAUSLY, SCIENTIFIC TESTING wOULD HE

THE 3EST wAY TG ATTEMPT TD DEAL THE SUBJECT,

ONE SUCH TEST HAg REEN PERFORMED HERE BY THE ROYAL

THAT ARMY LAY (Rpgr Fl), SOME OF THE MATERTIAL USED IN THIS
TEST 4/S BEEN FORuARDED TD WASHINGTOM FOR FURTHLR
TESTING AND HOPEg jL LY THE PESULTS WILL BE MORE COVCLUSIVE,
AE #OULD &PPRECIATE A READ=0JT OF THE RESULTS OF THIS
TEST, :

3, PEGARDING FEASISILITY AND USEFULNESS OF TESTING
BLOGD/URINE SAMP ¢S OF HYONG REFUGEES ALLEGING GAS
ATTACKS (REF 2), WE ADULD LIKE TO STRESS TAD OF THWE
POINTS MADE BY COVSULATE UDARN IN REF By (A) THE

TREK FROM HMING SETTL?WEVTS TO THAILAND FDR ™DST :
REFUGEES REQJIRES TwD |WEEKS AT LEAST, THIS MEANS THAT
THOSE wHD MAY Haye BEEN SUBJECTED TO A HEAVY DOSE DF
G&S PROBARLY DO NOT MaXE IT TO THAILAMD, THOSE LESS
SERTOUSLY AFFECTEn MAY MOT DEPART THEIR HOMES IMMEDIATELY
AND, DURING THE YWD WEEKS TRAVEL TIME TO THAILAND,

THE EVIDINCE OF 1AHE "GAS" MIGHT WNEAKEN DR DISAPPEAR,
(B) THERE ARE CURRENTLY NO ALLEGED GAS VILCTIMS IN THE
REFUGEE CAMPS AT yONG KHAY, THUS, WE ARE TALKING ONLY
¢ROLT POSSIRLE FJTURE CASES, .

4, THERE I8& AT gEST A REMOTE POSSIBILITY OF A REFUGEE
APPEARING WITH FaIRLY FRESH EVIDENCE OF GASSING, '
IN SULH A CASE, wgDICAL PEPSONNEL IN THE CAMP PRESUMABLY
COULD TAKE SAMPLcs OF wHOLE BLDOD/SERUM/ZURINE AND FLY
THE SAMPLES TO BANGKOK, WHERE WE BELIEVE THAT THAD ARMY
LABORATORIES LRE CAPABLE OF “AKING NECESSARY TESTS,
ARRANGEMENTS [OULH PRORARLY-BE MADE, JF REQUIRED, FOR
U,5., PERSONNIL Tp WORK #ITH THE THAT ARMY IN THIS
EFFDRT, AND TO PROVIDE TECHNICAL AND MATERTAL SUPFORT,

S. HE DSVIOJSLY aLSN NEED TO BEGIN THINKING ABOJT HOW
AND RY WHIVY ANY F1RM EVIDENCE OF GASSING WHMICH MISHT
BE DISCNVERFD #N D> BE PJSLICIZED OR USED, : ‘
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6. dE SHALL IONTIWNE TD VONITOR THE SUBJECT CLOSEILY,
aUT WE SUSPECT THA) CONCRETE EVIDENCE wILL CONTINJE TO
BE HARD TO COME 5y, LEVIN '
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