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1. MISSIDN DEFEICER DISCUSSED FTEL WITH ICREV~
ON JANUARY 31.'ff _JHE HED BEEN FOL-
LOWING PRESS PEPARTS ALLEGING USE OF POISON GAS ABAINST
THE HMONGS AND HAD GIVEN SDME THOUGHT TO FINDING A WAY
T0O PUT A STOP TOD THE PRACTICE, HE FELT THAT THE ICRC wWAS
CURRENTLY IN & WEAX TACTICAL POSITION BECAUSE IT 'HAD
hITU"'\&WN IT"R'-'DRESENTATIDK FROM LAQS AND THUS THERE wWAS
ND DOQSIBIL]L* OF DON~THE=SPDT INVESTIGATION, IN ADDITION, \
HE S&8ID THAY THE NATIONAL SOCIETY REGARDLESS OF WHAT IT
MAY APPEAR TD BE JN PAPER WAS NOT CAPABLE DF CONDUCTING :
AN INDEPENDENT £ND TPARTIAL INVESTIGATION, SR
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2, THE BEST SUGGESYION&E COULD MAKE UNDER THE ClR= .
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CUMSTANCES WAS TO HWAVE THE ICRC DELEGATE IN BANGKDK STUDY
ENY . EVIDENCE DUR EMBASSY COULD PROVIDE, HE PROMISED HE
WOULD CABLE THE ICRC DELEGATE JN BANGKOK TD EVALUATE

THE EMBASSY'S MATERTAL AND TO REPORT TO GENEVA WHETHER
THERE hE°EARED T0 BE SUFFICIENT, HARD, UNCONTROVERTIBLE
EVIDENCE TO WARRANT FURTHER CONSIDERATION BY THE ICRC,

HE SAID HE WAS UNDER ND ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE DIFFICULTY

OF PROVING THE USE OF POISON G4S IN THIS INSTANCE WITHOUT
DNeTHE=SPOT INVESTIGATIONS REGARDLESS OF THE VOLUME OF

EYE-NITMESS ACCDUNTS OR MEDICALLY AUTHENTICATED EVIDENCE.'R
" WE EXPRESSED THE HOPE, HOWEVER, THAT THE MERE KNOWLEDGE

OF THE EXISTENCE OF AN INVESTIGATING BODY MIGHY DETER
THE FURTRER USE. OF THE POISON GAS, VANDEN HEUVEL!

END OF MESSASE ‘ CONFIDENTIAL
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