








.j 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

St line illegible V I 8 1985 
2rid line illegible 
3rd line illegible 
4th line illegible 
5th line illegible /this 

seems to be the transmission time & date of signal/ 
FM ANEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO __E•C/SECST•TE WAS•DC 0395 
INF0 RDEHPAC/ANEMBASSY CANBERRA 3263 RUEHGV/USMISSION GENEVA 3160 RUM  /  C0Nsm   {0NG 3653 

RUMJ_S/ANEMBASoY V•NTIANE 259 ZHM•MCONSUL CHIANG MAI POUCH ZE.N/AMCONSUL UDORN POUCH 
T 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANCKOK 25420 

_0 11652: 
TAGS: SREF 
SUBJ: HMONG REFUGEES ESCAPE DESCRIPTION 

REF BANGKOK 24340 

ST/MNARY: Hmong refugees from Laos at the Nonghhai 
refugee camp state that heavy LPDR/SRV military pressure 
continues and that interdiction of Hmong attempting to 
escape to Thailand is intensive. Three Hmong refugees 
interviewed claim to have witnessed Hmong fatalities due 
to what they said was poison gas delivered by small air- 
craft. There have been at least two recent instances in 
which groups of Hmong at the Mekong River were fired on 
from the Lao side while boarding their makeshift crafts 
with resulting heavy casualties. The rainy season which 
swells upland rivers and streams also accounts for the 
present reduction in flow of Hmong refugees into 
Thailand. The information contained herein is based on 
refugee interviews and should therefore be regarded as raw 
information rather than confirmed fact. The information 
does shed some useful light on why the Hmong are fleeing 
Laos. END SUMMARY. 

2. EmbOffs on August 26 and 27 interviewed about 10 Hmong 
refugees who have arrived recently in Thailand. In both 
the PHU BIA (UFI085) and PHOU MA THAO (VF 0155) areas 
where approximately 20,000 and 6000 Hmong respectively are 
said to be in hiding, the Hmong refugees report significant 
increases in military pressure 
against them since the beginning of 1978. In a recent 
attack on a group of Hmong living near PHU MAO THAO, 
about 40 villagers were killed. Refugees gather their 
few belongings each morning in case they are required 
to evade patrols during the day. The refugees indicate 
that the attitude of the new Lao government seems to be: 
'%[ny bother to work with the Hmong who were followers 
of General VANG PAO. You can send them to seminar, but 
they will just take to the hills when they return." 
They report that a policy of the LPDR is that the people 
should return to their old, original villages, generally 
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are in XI NG KHOUANG province, or as far away as 
•/• NG PR•ANG an• HOUA PHAN provinces, rather than settle 

in the area south of LONG •IENG (TG 8114). Those people 
who fear relocation at the direction of the LPDR are 
forced to flee to the bush and then are harassed for 
being non-cooperative. 

3. The Hmong claim that the most serious threats are 
from SRV ground forces operating in from squad up to, 
occasionally, battalion size units. Artillery used 
against them is said to include 60 to 82 mm mortars, 130 
mm rockets, aud 105 and 155 howitzers; but the shelling 
reported was infrequent, perhaps three to four times 
monthly. Air attacks seem more frequent with Ravens (9-I) 
aud other •nall aircraft delivering up to eight rockets in 
each sortie against the Hmong. Such sorties are said to 
occur, at times, on a frequency of several a day. Small 
aircraft are also said to drop stones and rocks on Hmong 
positions. NOTE: Refugees did not report use of T-29 or 
jet aircraft. Although they have seen helicopters in use 
similar to the "Jet Ranger." 

4. For the last several months, we have heard reports 
from refugees who claim that poison gas is being used 
against the Hmong in Laos. Emb0ffs encountered three 
refugees who claim to have seen gas (which 

some of 
the Hmong call "medicine from the sky") 

cause fatalities 
to Hmong. The first alleged use of toxic chemicals was 
in 1976 •-ith increased frequency reported d•ring the 
early part of 1978. Small aircraft disseminate these 
substances both in a rocket-fired smoke variety and in 

a less prevalent blue/yellow spray form. Refugees report 
the chemicals do not harm plant life but cause choking, 
vomiting, diarrhea, and skin burns which can be fatal 
to animals and humans. One refugee said he witnessed a 
chemical attack in 1976-77 in which 40 Hmong died. 
The substance is reportedly used against the Hmong 
during engagements with LPDR/SRV forces, but also 
may be employed against Hmong villages in the mountains. 
Refugees from the PHU BIA area have also reported 
poisoning of water sources •_u and near Hmong populations 
which has caused some fatalities. We are unable to 
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determine if this is simply a subsidiary effect of air- 
dropped gas, or whether the water source poisoning 
represents a separate harassing technique. A J c se- 

with a newly arrived group of I_ Hmong 
from the PHU BIA area after their arrival at _UNG_AN, 
Thailand in late May describes a male, age approximately 
m, 

who claimed to have s•ffered a gas attack about 10 
days earlier. At the time of the interview the refugee's 
skin showed pallor and was puffy, especially around the 
face. Eyes were bloodshot and yellowed, weight loss was 
evident, and appetite had diminished. The refugee re- 
ported that the gas blinded him for several days and 
rendered difficult coordination of physical movements. 

5. •Aile much of the military pressure against the 
Hmong is directed against Hmong communities who are 
still resisting incursion of LPDR/SRV forces, it also 
appears that the military forces regularly attempt to 
interdict the Hmong along escape routes to the Mekong. 
On e Hmong source reported that a combined NVA/Lao 
battalion which they believe is designated as the 618 
appears to be taking up a blocking position along a main 
route of escape north of PAK KADIN (UF 9545). Inter- 
ception continues right up to the edge of the Mekong, 
where escaping Hmong are particularly vulnerable to 
gunfire from the Lao side. We encountered Hmong who 
say they know of one group of 50 which was killed or 

captured boarding makeshift rafts along the Mekong last 
month; another interviewee reported that his escape 
group took 6 dead as they were trying to get into 
the river near PHON PHISAI, Thailand (TE 9893). Other 
hazards of escape during treks of 10 to 45 days include 
starvation, disease, and fatigue. Of one group of about 
600 Hmong who started on a 15-day trek to Thailand from 
the PHU BIA area in July, the attrition was reported 
to be as follows: 100, mostly the old, gave up the trek 
in the first several days, 12 died of hunger or 
exhaustion, 3 were killed during ambushes, and 50 
were killed or captured crossing the river. Others 
were dispersed during military actions and remain un- 

accounted for; about 350 arrived in Thailaud. 

6. It is clear from talking with Hmong refugees that 
fear of the SRV military forces (and hardware) and Hmong 
apprehension about their treatment if they are 
captured or surrender to SRV/Lao forces constitute major 
factors influencing the Hmong to flee Laos. We should 
also mention another important factor: refugees report 
that, due to military pressure, the Hmong in many areas 

were not able to plant any upland rice during the Spring 
of 1978, This will aggravate the already serious food 
shortage facing the Hmong in Laos. ABRAMOWITZ 
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I. SUMMARY: Hmong refugees from Laos at the Nonghhai 
refugee camp state that heavy LPDR/SRV military pressure 
continues and that interdiction of Hmong attempting to 
escap9 to Thailand is intensive. Three •mong refugees 
interViewed claim to have witnessed Hmong fatalities due 
to what they said was poison gas delivered by small air- 
craft. There have been at least two recent i•stances in 
which groups of Hmong at the Mekong •iver were fired on 
from the Lao side while boarding their makeshift crafts 
with resulting heavy casualties. The raiuy season which 
swells upland rivers and streams also accounts for the 
present reduction in flow of Hmong refugees into 
Thailand. The information contained herein is based on refugee interviews and should therefore be regarded as raw 
information rather than confirmed fact. The information 
does shed some useful light on why the Hmong are fleeing 
Laosj END SUMMARY. 

•2. Emb0ffs on August 26 and 27 interviewed about 10 Hmong refugees who have arrived recently in •nailand. In both 
the PHU BIA (UFI085) and PHOU MA THA0 (VF 0155) 

areas 
where approximately 20,000 and 6000 Hmong respe_•tivel.y, are 
said to be in hiding, the Hmong refugees report significa•..t 
increases in military pressure 
against them since the beginning of 1978. In a recent 
attack on a group of Hmong living near PHU MA0 THAO, 
about 40 villagers were killed. Refugees gather their 
few belongings each morning in case they are required 
to evade patrols during the day. The refugees indicate 
that the attitude of the new Lao government seems to be: 
'Wny bother to work with the Hmong who were followers 
of General VANG PA0. You can send them to seminar, but 
they will just take to the hills when they return." 
They report that a policy of the LPDR is that the people 
should return to their old, originalvillages, generally 
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are in XI NG KHOUANG province, or as far away as 
L•__NG •ANG an• HOUA PHAN provinces, rather than settle 

in the area south of LONG •NG (TG 8114). Those people 
who fear relocation at the direction of the LPDR are 

forced to flee to the bush and then are harassed for 
being non-cooperative. 

3. The Hmong claim that the most serious threats are 
from SRV ground forces operating in from squad up to, 
occasionally, battalion size units. Artillery used 
against them is said to include 60 to 82 mm mortars, 130 
mm rockets, and 105 and 155 howitzers; but the shelling 
reported was infrequent, perhaps three to four times 
monthly. Air attacks seem more frequent with Ravens (0-I) 
and other shall aircraft delivering up to eight rockets in 
each sortie against the Hmong. Such sorties are said to 
occur, at times, on a frequency of several a day. Small 
aircraft are also said to drop stones and rocks on Hmong 
positions. NOTE: Refugees did not report use of T-29 or 
jet aircraft. Although they have seen helicopters in use 
similar to the "Jet Ranger." 

4. For the last several months, we have heard reports 
from refugees who claim that poison gas is being used 
against the Hmong in Laos. EmbOffs encountered three 
refugees who claim to have seen gas (whi@h 

some of 
the Hmong call "medicine from the sky") 

cause fatalities 
to Hmong. The first alleged use of toxic chemicals was 
in 1976 with increased frequency reported during the 
early part of 1978. Small aircraft,S'disseminate these 
substances both in a rocket-fired s•oke variety and in 
a less prevalent blue/yellow spray form. Refugees report 
the chemicals do not harm plant life but cause choking, 
vomiting, diarrhea, and skin burns which can be fatal 
to animals and humans. One refugee said he witnessed a 
chemical attack in 1976-77 in which 40 Hmong died. 
The substance is reportedly used against the Hmong 
during engagements with LPDR/SRV forces, but also 
may be employed against Hmong villages in the mountains. 
Refugees from the PHU BIA area have also reported 
poisoning of water sources in and near Hmong populations 
which has caused some fatalities. We are unable to 
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determine if this is simply a subsidiary effect of sir- 
dropped gas, or whether the water source poisoning 
represents a separate harassing technique. A J c se- 

with a newly arrived group of I_ Hmong 
from the •HU BIA area after their arrival at _UNG_AN, 
Thailaud in late May describes a male, age approximately 
m, 

who claimed to have suffered a gas attack about 10 
days earlier. At the time of the interview the refugee's 
skin showed pallor and was puffy, especially around the 
face. Eyes were bloodshot and yellowed, weight loss was 
evident, and appetite had diminished. The refugee re- 
ported that the gas blinded him for several days and 
rendered difficult coordination of physical movements. 

5. •nile much of the military pressure against the 
Hmong is directed against Hmong communities who are 

still resisting incursion •f LPDR/SRV forces, it also 
appears that the military forces regularly attempt to 
interdict the Hmong along escape routes to the Mekong. 
On e Hmong source reported that a combined NVA/Lao 
battalion which they believe is designated as the 618 
appears to be taking up a blocking position along a main 
route of escape north of PAK KADIN (UF 9545). Inter- 
ception continues right up to the edge of the Mekong, 
where escaping Hmong are particularly vuluerable to 
gunfire from the Lao side. We encountered Hmong who 
say they know of one group of 50 which was killed or 

captured boarding makeshift rafts along the Mekong last 
month; another interviewee reported that his escape 
group took 6 dead as they were tr•yir• to get into 
the river near PHON PHISAI, Thailand (TE 9893). Other 
hazards of escape duri• treks of 10 to 45 days include 
starvation, disease, and fatigue. Of one group of about 
600 Hmong who started on a 15-day trek to Thailand from 
the PHU BIA area in July, the attrition was reported 
to be as follows: 100, mostly the old, gave up the trek 
in the first several days, 12 died of hunger or 

exhaustion, 3 were killed during ambushes, and 50 
were killed or captured crossing the river. Others 
were dispersed during military actions and remain un" 
accounted for; about 350 arrived in Thailand. 

6. It is clear from talking with Hmong refugees that 
fear of the SRV military forces (and hardware) and Hmong 
apprehension about their treatment if they are ..... 

captured or surrender to SRV/Lao forces constitute major 
factors influencing the Hmong to flee Laos. We should 
also mention another important factor: refugees report 
that, due to military pressure, the Hmong in many areas 

were not able to plant any upland rice during the Spring 
of 1978, This will aggravate the already serious food 
shortage facing the Hmong in Laos. ABRAMOWITZ 
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