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Minister of Health 
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Moscow 

Dear Minister Chazov, 

7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachuseus 02138 

September 30, 1988 

As you know, in August 1986, at the invitation of the Ministry of 
Health, I visited Moscow to confer with Soviet physicians who 
dealt with the 1979 outbreak of anthrax in Sverdlovsk. 
Subsequently, Drs. P.N. Burgasov, V.N. Nikiforov and V.P. Sergiev 
accepted my invitation to come to the us in April this year and 
gave scientific lectures at the National Academy of Sciences, the 
Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, and the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. At the end of the visit, 
which was most successful and well received, we agreed on the 
importance of further documentation in the scienti f ic literature 
of this unusua l outbreak of human anthrax. In particular, we 
began to plan for a trip to the Soviet Union by a small group of 
qualified American scientists. 

In Moscow early this month I met with Ors. Burgasov, Nikiforov, 
Sergiev, and Yampolskaya. We agreed that the best time for the 
proposed visit would be two weeks early in January, 1989. Dr. 
Burgasov and I discussed in detail what work should be done in 
Moscow and in Sverdlovsk. 

In Moscow, our work would include further technical discussions 
between Soviet and American specialists and a week of work by Dr. 
Niki for ov and Dr. Albr ink ( University of West Virginia Medical 
School), to study and compare their collections of patho­
anatomical sections, photographs and other materials. Our hope is 
that this would culminate in the publication in Russian and 
English of an annotated atlas of patho-anatomical findings in 
human anthrax. There is no such work in the world literature and 
its appearance would be of considerable scientific value. 



In Sverdlovsk and its environs, we would visit the various sites 
and institutions that became involved with the outbreak and would 
examine a number of surviving patients and interview local 
medical, public health and veterinary personnel. The objective 
would be to detail and discuss the clinical, epidemiological and 
epizootic aspects of the outbreak and to see through to 
completion a scientific publication on these aspects. 

Short biographies of the scientists who would accompany me are 
attached. We would, of course, cover all of the costs outside of 
the Soviet Union. For purposes of obtaining Soviet visas, all 
invitations could be sent directly to me ( telex 92 1496) or to 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences (telefax 617-576-
5088), as the sponsoring institution of the project. On September 
6 in Moscow, I spoke with Deputy Foreign Minister Petrovsky about 
our project and an official in his off ice who is wel 1 informed 
about its development is Mr. Nikita P. Smidovich, (telephone 244-
26-94). 

The undertaking of the proposed work would of course require the 
assistance and cooperation of the Ministry of Heal th, both in 
Moscow and in Sverdlovsk. Therefore I have taken the liberty of 
writing directly to you to seek your personal approval and 
support. 

Enclosures: 

Sincerely yours, 

Matthew Meselson 
Professor of Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology 

1) Article from Washington Post of April 13, 1988 
2) Public Information Report, September, 1988, Federation of 

American Scientists 
3) Short biographies of American Scientists to take part in 

January 1988 visit to Soviet Union 

cc: N.P. Srnidovich 



Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

Birthplace and Date: 

MATTHEW MESELSON 
Professor of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 
Harvard University 

Fairchild Biochemical Laboratories 
Harvard University 
7 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
(617) 495-2264 
Telex#: 92 1496 

560-30-5829 

#Z4878895; expires 2 July 1994 

Denver, Colorado; 24 May 1930 

WILHELMS. ALBRINK, M.D. 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Pathology 
West Virginia University School of Medicine 

Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

Birthplace and Date: 

817 Augusta Avenue 
Morgantown, West Virginia 26506 
(304) 292-3565 

040-2 8-0 577 

#012399047; expires 28 June 1995 

Napoleon, Ohio; 22 August 1915 



Address: 

PHILIPS. BRACHMAN, M.D. 
Professor of Community Health 

Master of Public Health Program 
Emory University School of Medicine 

Emory University School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia 30322 
(404) 727-0199 

Social Security#: 388-22-6768 

Passport: 

Birthplace and Date: 

#041022144; expires 30 April 1995 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 28 July 1927 

Address: 

MARTIN H. CRUMRINE, LTC, Ph.D. 
Chief, Bacteriology Division 

U.S. Army Medical Research 
Institute of Infectious Diseases 

Fort Detrick 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 
(301) 663-2833 

Social Security#: 488-46-2666 

Passport: Pending 

Birthplace and Date: Los Angeles, California; 12 May 1944 



Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

Birthplace and Date: 

JEANNE GUILLEMIN 
Professor of Sociology 

Boston College 

Department of Sociology 
Boston College 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 02167 
(617) 552- 4133 

010-34-8402 

#G743909; expires 17 September 1996 

New York, New York; 4 March 1943 

ARNOLD KAUFMAN, D.V . M. 
Chief , Bacterial Zoonoses Activity 

Division of Bacterial Diseases 
Centers for Disease Control 

Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

Birthplace and Date: 

Division of Bacterial Diseases 
Centers for Disease Control 
Atlanta, Georgia 30333 
(404) 639-3199 

483-36-6410 

#041187776; expires 22 October 1 995 

Dubuque, Iowa; 24 February 1936 



Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

ALEXANDER LANGMUIR, M.D. 
Formerly Chief Epidemiologist 
Centers for Disease Control 

RFD Box 451 (Abel's Hill) 
Chilmark, MA 02535 
(508) 645-2624 

252-70-6283 

Birthplace and Date: 

#El962089; expires 18 October 1994 

Santa Monica , CA; 12 September 1910 

Address: 

Social Security#: 

Passport: 

ALEXIS SHELOKOV, M.D. 
Director of Vaccine Research 
Government Services Division 

The Salk Institute 

7135 Minstrel Way , Suite 203 
Columbia, Maryland 21045 
(301) 596-7340 

570-10-6643 

Birthplace and Date: 

#011628237; expires 22 April 1994 

Harbin, China; 18 October 1919 


