August 28, 1969

Mbss Maureen Goldsmith
236 Lily SBireet
San Franetmco, Dalifornia 94102

Dear Miss Goldsmith:

Thank vyou for vour letter of July 8 and please excuse me for taking
so long to respond. For your possible interest, 1 enclose a copy

of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee bearing on chemical and
biological warfare held last April. It seems to me that the most
important step we could take would be to ratify the Geneva Protocol
for the prohibition of gas and germ waréare. Almost, every other
important nation in the World has ratified the Geneva Protocol but
we have not. If we do ratify, it is important that we attach notspecial
reservations allowing the use of "non-lethal” gas. No other nation
makes such reservations and to do sc would ultimately destroy the
Protocol so far as I cam see. The thing vou can do is to write your
two senators and the President in this connection. Letters can be
very effective at this early stage of the issue,

Bincerkly vours,

Matthew Meselson
Professor of Biology

MM;ls
Encl.






