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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

THE BIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES 

16 DIVINITY AVENUE 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 

Dr. Richard Young 
Head Exobiology Section 
Ames Research Center . 
Moff tt Field , C 'lifornia 

Dear.1\.~. ~.'._Young: 

December 23 ; 1966 

I am writing to you at the suggestion of my colleague , Elso 
Barghoorn. I am interested in obtaining information on the 
total concentration of ir-borne organi ms in the atmo pbere. 
In>' itticular I would lik to know how low the concentration 
of ·b~bteria and fungi gets to be in the troposphere. over the 
open sea. · I am int rested in total organisms· whether living 
·or dead·. . I would be mo t grat ful for whatever references 
you can supply on this or closely r l ted subjects. 

Sincerely yours , 

Matthew Mes lson 
Professor of Biology 


