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change the nature of societly.

him with a disease, or iry to change hic genes, or altev his enzy =8,

“such

"I've thought aboul the mili *"v"<apn1ica1ions'of'the next: pono -

Licen ol discoveries in mojccular b107ogy' but I don't think my imczinaiion
iz good enougii to concelve any really suitable wespons., Bubt I have the
fecling that in feel mony of the weapons we use are not very 'sujtab
The woapons. we use are uvsed partly boeause of the way in which we deline
wor. o We could nave Geilned war as something different. War is dcfincd
as o plysic 21 test, rerformed according to certain rulés -- even war has
had certein rulcs, certain things were not Lo be done -- and it has a
definite te ripination, armistice, defeat, vietory, =zll those vords One
sgide wins, the other Lide ]O"“"; very oeldom ‘is one side then totally.anu
nililated, it conlinues its existence. Lo ' -

how this means that there is war, and there's peace. "And during

periods of peace, clvilization progresses. Some mizght even advance the
theory ihdt it progresses better vn:h thrc are invermiticnt periods of
war: I don't know. Put I do know thal therc <5 soaothlnu about this ci--

naticn, about peace, that's very 3mnort it -~ and that if anything were
to heppen to obliterate the distinction between war an-pP"cé to'chénge
the noture and the style of war from sowething that is intermittent to ‘
somcthing that is unceosing, this I think would shiftl the coursc of humzn . A '
hislory into a different and very unprouising chammel. And this éould be ' i

done, by chzngzing the nature of the weapons. The means ol conflict could ' |

means of conmﬂct haven't changed much in mony years.  They

The ]
are still things that are -- defined in time. They nave a defin’ice and
shiorply limitled duraticn. You slice @ men with o sword. Plerce Dim with

lmitea <
Lim up with a bomb. On the other hand, 1f you ii-ect

. "
e his perceptions in any really subtle way

"Tn spite of all ihe talk, f“oho1ognca1 warfure docon't renlly
o0l ilie enemy into doing your will; but if it werc possible to do

serious, sophisticated psychological warflare, thet's something else:
PO&leLJ chemicals that would alter perception; or if we knew enough o |
about the brain. possibly attempting to tamper with it, even by struc- ' |
turing signals in some odd way -- I don't even try to think shout spe-

cifiic weapons; I mean T have some thoughts, bul I wouldn't discuss them;

they ere not very appealing thoughts anyway. Butl it seems te me that

a change in the nature of war, from thal which is sharply defined in
time, to that which is centinuing in. its effect, from that which realily
operates on the external man, either blows him um or S]lc( him up, but
doesn't somehow alioer the relation of his parts, docsn "t gel inside him
- it secems 1o me that if you move in this ominous dircetion I'm talking
about, you really could chanze the nature of sceciety.
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“poday, alliances shift. - France fights Gefmany5 France is allied with
Cerunny, Britain Tights France, Britain is allied with France., But maybe
ihe human rece is coming to a worlq of more lasting alliances and hostil-
ities. lMaybe there will be poor against rich, or yellow against white --
somethln;; at any rate,; lasting over a long period. Wezpons that don't
have sharp definitions in time would be suited to that kind.of warfare.

Ve might.atﬁempt5 cf'someonc might,. to lower the proaucn1on of a certain
part of the world, or to change the cnvironment, or to alter the deter-
mination of the p<0)1c. I myself think this is noénsense. I couldn't
imagine any sensible military lcader pursulng a sensible national policey,
actually doinz this. Yet -~ I could imagine that there could be means to
do it, end I also ithink that ir you look at it from.a longer perspective
there is nolhing very sensible about a 1ot of wars. Since I can see no
reason whatsocver, for the legitimate courlty of any nation, to havc or
even to test this kind of weapon, I think it's vetter to lay off.

Also T don't know how plastic -« plﬁ"t*c the human being is.
Viould it do somztiiing to our attitudes ubuut ourselves, thatl would be dan-
gerous? I can't te sure. But a great deal of what we strive after is
based on our atiitude; aboutl ourselves. IT we think .we are divine and
pericctible maybhe we do certain things, so that 1f you have an acceptance
of weazpons that define mwan as not noble, not recally a diserete and respoc-
table entily but ratner as a kind of" pliable, malleable creature whose
‘very siructure can be modified to suil the ends of other groups of men,
then our ovn seli-imzge begins to cl:nge. Instead of a collection of -
possmbly »altaed JNQ1Vvuua1 ‘we becomz a glob.

to me that there's nothing promising, and-a good

any serious effort to anply modern biolopy *L;o mili-
know that when the nation feels its security is in-
available to @he military become far out of proporiion,

-

then vast ~mounts of money, and talent, get poured into projecls. Rut
today, we don't have any powerful coupling of national prioritices and
wealth Lo the opplicalion of modern biology Lo \wr and 1'd like to sow

that keep {rom developing.
. 1t

"That long-winded explana tion is my intuition about the subject.




