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Summary of Assignments for Members of Special Study Group on BW-Control

(Geneva, 31 January 1965)

Buzzati-Traverso, Goldwasser, Hedén, Xaplan, Maalde, Malek,
Marcovich, Meselson, Raska, Rotblat, Lindop

The following paragraphs are based on the assignments made at thé'meet—
ing. They have been supplemented with ideas discussed at the meeting

that - were not necessarily part of the assignments, andAwhich should only
be regarded as hints that may or may not be incorporated in the differ-

ent sections.

1. With regard to possible short and long term aims and tasks for the

BW study group, Kaplan will discuss the importance of attempting to de-

fine defensive as opposed to offensive work on BW. In this cennection

he will mention the limitations of specific protection (vaccines, sera)
and the benefits that could be derived from joint efforts concerned

with physical defence measures. He will point to the limits in ou:;cur-
rent knowledge and emphasize that special studies are required to in-
sur e that'inépection and control groups operate with maximum efficiency

One such study. . would be to determine what kind of data the military

reguire to accept a specific biological weapon asqgerational'and ready

for incorporation. into the standard arsenal. Another study would be

concerned with the collection of data on national expendituresfin the

~area and on national policies. Finally, a special study might be re-

guired in order to gstablish the most suitable phase in BW disarmament

activities for initaating inspections of allegations of BW attacks and

the most suitable mechanism for setting up the te@ms involved (see also

item 6).

It is presupposed that the most recent figures on the US Army expendit-
ures for essearch, development and procurement in the CBW area will be
mentioned and that Humphrey will communicate any information on British
Y policy and expenditures to Kapian for being incorporated into this part

of the ieport.

2.  General considerations with regard to BW and a discussion of the use-

fulness of partial and complete declassificstion as a means for control
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will be provided by Meselson. In this connection he will advocate the
case for a model inspeetion scheme in Central Europe. The means of
overcoming mutual distrust by proceeding gradually_froﬁ non-sensitive
to sensitive areas (both technical and geographical) will be discussed.
The possibility of initiating the activities by limiting inspection to
Lproduetion and testing facilities which go beyond the current needs of
a country, as far’as preventive medicine is concerned, might be consid-
ered. Inspection ih the arctics (Rich-Winogradov), spreading stepwise
to the Scandinavian countries and finally to Canafa might be touched
upon as a conceivable alternative or additional possibility. Probably
only facilities of limited military. value exist in the arctic regions
which however are the starting p01nt for a meteorological condltlena'g
known as "polar outbreaks” which might conceivably become important for

strategical BW applications.

Hedén will endeavour to establish the official USA (Housewright) and

USSR (Zhdanov) policy with regard to the borderline between open and

classified efforts in the BW area. It is understood that no attitude

will be expressed with regard to the decisions made since a case can
be made both for disseminating information and for classifying it in

order to guard against the spreaa of BW capability.

3. A general discussion of the composition of inspection teams, terms

of reference and method of work will be provided by Malek and Meselson.

The value of including the officer in charge of national vaccine and
serum centrol into the team will be‘emphasize\d° The indications af-
fofded by extensive studies of agents not currently endemic or threat-
ening will be mentioned. Also the value and limitations of registra-
tion of personnel and the procedures for material accounting (fermentars,
primates - especially chimpanzees, incinerators, autoclaves, centrifuges,
media, etc.) and for fiscal controls of expenditures will be discussed.
Finally the importance of continuous records of epidemics, epizootics
and localized txavel restrictions will be mentioned as exampies of pos-

sible indications of extensive field testing.

4. The possibilities of making use of existing international chamnels

for guarding against military applications of newly acquired microbio-
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Jogical knowledge will be discussed by Hedén. He will briefly survey

existing international Orgénizétions with a responsibility in microbio-
logy and how they cOuldlbe‘ﬁééd for establishing contacts over experi-
ments which yield data which are disturbing from the point of view of
potential applicability. The pros and cons with regard to such con-
tacts will be discussed. Also he will consider the ICSU groups on po-
tentially harmful effects of scientific activities (COSPAR, IUBS).and
current projects (UNESCO) Eoncerned with one or more international lab-
oratories in the field of applied microbiology. He will emphasize that
the delegation of the4production ana testing facilities required for
the development of biologiﬁal'control agents to such laboratories will
eliminate the argument for nmational facilities which could well be used
‘3 connection with BW. The same laboratories might also be charged wﬁ@

studies of planetary samples.

5. Continuing the argument for international facilities Raska will point

out that the smaller nations will require a guarantee that their inter-

ests with regard to protection against "exotic" infectious diseases is

well taken care of, if they are to cut down on their own research and

development work in the area, Such a protection might for instance re-
quire advanced research and an international antibiotics and vaccine

"bank"®.

6. Raska and Kaplan will cover the problem of allegations of a BW at-

tack. They will emphasize the improtance of improving epidemiological
data in order to provide a background for investigations of allegations,
The technical aspects of such investigations will be discussed and the
role of the UN and other organizations (like the Red Cross) in this
connection will be considered, The present limitations in the WHO cap-
abilities will be stressed. The advantages and limitations of a private
group as opposed to for instance a Security Council mission will be men-
tioned but also the importance of quick actions.‘ Finally the possibil-
ity that claims of an attack might be made for political purposes widl
be pointed out, and the importance of a stepwise development finally

involving also the attacker will be emphasized.
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7. Hedén will endeavour to secure a report by Swedish and internation-

al specialists on the possibility of using a mechanized documentation

center to provide data on the basis of which inspections can be planned.

The dangers and advantages of such a facility if used for intelligence
purposes'will be pointed out and its value as a means for providing
bodies like the WHO with the current scientific information required

for "normal® effieient operation will be stressed.

8. A general discussion on theequipment required by an inspection team

and on the technical processes suitable for BW detection (fluorescent

antibody techniques, ets.) will be provided by Goldwasser.

9. A review of the Western Eurogéan Union experience with regard to

:inspeCtion and control will finally be provided by Marcovich in order

to set the proposed activities in the perspective of current experience.






