
Geneva, 22 lilay 1964 

Dear 

In early April t.here was a meeting in Geneva of some European 
members of Pugwash to prepare fer the 13ct;.b Conference in Czecnoslova.},; a 
in September. I-was asked "to c:o-ordina"te the effort!:! for the prepara­
tion 'Of a working doeu."Uent on biological warfare, as ~ contribution from 
tr~ European countries for the September meeting. 

In the United' States last month I Bppkewi th li:iatt 1i.eselson of 
Ha.T'Vard, who has attended a couple of the Pug.'¥&sh meetings in the past, 
including the one in Dubrovr..ik. P.t the ltlibrovnik meeting a group of us 
spoke about biological war.fare~ arld we felt that a contribution could be 
~la.de if a smell group o.f bas;ternaud ~1ester:n Luropeau cQurrtries, excluding 
the larger P(JNerS, would agree t'O a pilot ir2spectioli scheme on biological 
warfare. Apparen:tly sUicha vollim:tar;r inspec'tiDt! scherae already 6:;r.ists 
in countries which are melIibers of' t.he ~Iest.ern 1;; urOpea.n Union. I am 
tr-,fing tD find out lli:ore about t."d.s. 

~1e5elson agreed to wri te a backgr.01.h'1d UoC1J!!lent as a contribution 
fiynl the U.S~ gro~, and I t:=)ld him that I would s·e-e wbat c,ould b·e done 
from the point of view of Europe. 1 a~ therefore sending this letter to 
all ttase listed at ~~ and, to solicit ts~eir collaboration. 

WiIha:t is needed for 
appreciation of the pDtential 
group would have t.o 'tmderlake 
the requirements for a mutnal 

t;.he September me', T.lng is 
'Of bioloctcalwartiare -

~ ~. 

this task 'Over apiriod 

nnt al'lother 
_.0 6..,ec'; ,.,1 S+H~ 
d.",;,p ..l..o.....l. V~tu:J 

of time - but rather 
inspection set-up in i;,he fon:n of' h pilot 

study. The past experience of the~1estern bur~ea.TI. Unicm in this field 
w0uld be 1:1sef'ul, and if any of you call provide ,a."1Y infoTruai:.ion on this I 
_would welcome itc (I understand that G. microbio1o,:::i st named Ni'llstacci is 
in charge of the office c'3ncerned with this problem in the Western 
:t:uropean Union) • 

.After recei v:Lng your suggest,ions on this question, I woUld under-
I 

take to If.;Ti te a draft which would be circulated to the group and which 
would ultirn&tely be S1;fb-:uitted ase. grD;llp paper for tlilj2l September meeting. 
?;ro.fessor Rotblat has indicated that doc1!m:ents for trJ.i.s meeting :must be 
submitted to him b:"r the end o.f June at the very.l<:>.test) &001 should. there 
fore be grateful if you would vtrite to me as 8;)OnaS possible. The 
following points should be considered. # 

1 . C01l..l'rtries T.o be _~ n. vo'vpd';n th;:, p': In+ s ... ·,"'.,,, - .J.. _"" -'- ~.~, ..i.. '-'.... Vl..'U..,Y 

2. Composi tiOIl of inspectiDn tea-as ( representatives of both 
Eastern and ,~est.e!'n t:urnpean cou..'1tries would have to be 
members) 

3. Methods 'Of selecting establishments to be visited 
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4. Inspection procedures 

5. Techr.iques of notification (includ.ing vC1luntary reporting) 

6 .. '. S:r.!O~d/·we senarate at, t.his stage .microbiological we.ap::ms fron, 
chemical weapons {nerve gases, etc.) from the sta.'1dooint 
of the pilot inspection scheme 'we are tr;--ying to' for~"Ulate 

I look fonvard to hearing from all of you~ "f)ou1d you. kindly send 
your answers t,o me at my private home address" which is: 

La Chenaie 
La Pallanterie 
Ve.senaz 
Geneva, 8",'i tzerland 

I :am sending this letter to all those shom1 below, who:n I know 
to be interested. in the ?ug.vash ei.foris in Europe in connection with 
biologieal warfare. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr j1. • .A~ Buzzati-Traverso, !~a,.ple.s 

:Dr G .-G. heden, Stockholm. 
Dr John HumphreY!J LOndon 
Dr Andre Lwoff, ? aris 
Pro f. cae fla.;D.Pe, Copenhagen 
aeademicia.Tl Ivcm.~.alek, Prague 

-Dr li~. i;;;eselson, Bost-on 
Prof. J. Rotblat, Londorl 

-




