
October 14, 1963 

Cor!9"res,~nnan Robert. ~'W .. . Kastenmeier 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington" DG C. 

Because I know' of\rour nrevious int.erest in the area of ",,;l. ..... 

cnemical and biological wa.rfare" 1: ·am 'WJeit.ing- to enquire if 
YOUlCst.aff can '¥Jitbout u:rdue trouble supply ~ae with background 
mat.erialson this subjectQ 

My interest in chemical and biological ~!arfare stems from 
my cOD."'.riction that~ at least. i.n the case of biological weapons&, 
the cost of potential .. if not exi,sting" agent-sand delivery means. 
co-ill:d he made sO low sst.o come within the reacb ·'Of very l~any 
nations n.otn.~ possessi~ mass destr~ctive capabil.ity.. There 
fol10"ws from thi.s possiDilitJ},' th.e con£:d .. derat.ion t.hat;!' regardless 
of 'l""hatevGr i~diat.e battlefield advantages large countries 
miqhtsee in the operat.ional use of toxic warfare .. in the long 
r~ t.ne chan~e in themil.j;_~e11.viror...me.mt which could result 
from the u:i.trod~ctionof raaically cheap '!f>!?eapons would work 
almost wbo11y to t.he disadvantage of large powers" I am can­
cerneil that our planners may h.ave given toe muc.~ attent.ion tOo 
t.he immed.iate battlefield, advantatges ana disadvant.ages of to"'..t.:ic 
~.rlarfare erA too little at.t.en;t.ioI:!. to t"nelo!"'-9-term hazard of 
permanently' changing the wor'l<tl military environment by int.ro­
ducing Ol:'e\i'en stitculatiftg t.he introduction of toxic weapons., 

~ ... ~ / ·JAS 

Sincerely yours, 

Matthe'VI1 Mese.lsonq 

Assoei21te Professor of 
Molecular ~iology 
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