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It b.a9 beeoa clear that the expectation, in some quarters. of 6S ratifications within 
~ightcen months of opening for siptutc was basc:d on unrealisUc estimates of tho time needed 
tor Stares to prepare for national .implementation and raJ.ification of the ewe. However, there 
are many positive signals on the progress of the ratification process. Por example, a laqe 
number of States. inaludi~ several West.em developed States with sipificant dlemk:al 
industries. have stated that they i.mend to have implCb:lentina .meaBJJRl$ itl pW;e and to ratify 
before the end of 1994. It is anticipated that a number of M=mber Statel will complett their 
ratification in the remainder of 1994. Ofpart1cu1ar im:ei-est ~Germany and the U.Ditcd States.-
two of the Signatary St.at=& possessjng the largest chemical industtiea (and USA posses&in& the 

setoad Wjest CW stuckpile). Germany radrted ia Aupt 1994. We anticipar.e that d1is aru1 the 
expected ratification by the US will be interpreted as a "hurcy up .. messap to other Member 
State$, .includiog those having !a.tge dlcmical industries. 

A question mane stiU hana• over the date of ratification by the Russia1l Federation. In 
the s1xth Pll!i'il\ty, a message from the Russian Foreign Mhmter Koeyrev stated that the Russian 
Duma had begun preparations for ratification. While it is mliikely that .knssia will coiuplere ks 
ratification process in 1994, the USA has not made its own ratlficatioo subject to prior RusaiaB 
.ratification, and it is expected that RuSsia will ratify in time to be an Oriahlal St.ate Party. In 
a sammit meeting in Moscow in January 1994. Preside!lt Yeltsin and Paidem: Clinton deelared 
their 11resolute snpport fol" the Conventiou of t:M prohibition of Chemical Weapom and their 
intention to promote ratifications as rapidly as possible and cntey into fOlW of the Con-vention 
!lOC later than 1995." 

Baaed on a number of very suppom<ve ~ made by ti1an)- Mcmba' States dmtog 
PrepCom plenaries and ()Utreach sem.irlm. we are confident that other Stares are taking their 
future obliptfons seriou&ly and Ate developing the m:ccssa.7 detailed prepal'8tions for entry hoo 
force in good faith. For example. there ate more than eighty Member States actively involved 
in the PrcpCom outreach activities, ia:luding regioDal seminars. · 

In conclusion, ft is still diflicuJt to predict when the CWC will enter into force. but 
reports from Sigoatol'y States on their progres$ towaxd ratification sugest that there will be a 
rising trend in rhe number of ratifications in the latter part of 1994 and the early PQrt of 1995~ 
and that entry into force is likely some t1me between the latter part of 1995 and.mid .. 1996. Based 
on the complexit}r of the PtepCom process amt the detailed requiremems for national 
hnp1ementation, it is now cleat that it wet1id wt ba+e been fflll.liltie te -~-an earlier date. 
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"'The views eqressed in this article are tbose of the authors and&.\ not~ reflect 
those oft.be Australian Oovcmment. 
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