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~RIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
.. 

I Dear Esteemed Profess9r v. Mirzayanov: 
I 

October 12, 1993 

I i We honor your act of conscience in ~ai$ing alarms about new 
~inds of che~ical agents which may be unqer deveiopment or . 
~roduotion in Russia. But we write to express certain concerns 
about the wisdom of your going further in your disclosures,: as 
~uggested in your recent letter to us and to the American ; 
Chemical society, in any way that would ba interpreted by some as 
~ violation of the Russian law thus further complicating your 
~ife. We. make these points: · . • 

I . 

( i. Only when the Convention enters ~nto force will sue~ 
activities as you allege be a violation of the Convention. -No 
doubt other countries are also still eng~ged in activities tnat 
~ill, after.ratification be violations. 'Until then, such 
disclosures could have the unintended ~ffect of making the 
qonve.ntion seem unverifiable, a contention with which we do not 
algree. worst of all, if you are correct,' the disclosure of the 
ipr.mula could encourage others, around t~e world, to do the same 
tjhing--creating new danqers. . · 

! ii. One~ the Convention is ratified, '.the machinery of the 
d,:,nvention, including challenge inspection, will be much better 
aple to deal. with these violations than dan ~e d~na by.any one 
Pierson. And you may be assured that the .activities which you 
~ve alleged· would then be violations--not~ithstanding the nature 
o~ the precursors--and there would be que~tions about them. · 

' . 

I · iii. No doubt the potential willingne~s of persons like 
yourself to come forward would, at that time, help in the · 
Vjerification of the convention. And, quite possibly, the 
m~chinery of the Convention, backed by thp potential acts of · 
cbnscienoe of Russian scientists, would by then have toroed 
dlisclosures that would preclude any violations. 

l Rest assured that we will continue to respect you, and d~fend 
y

1
ur rights, whatever you decide. But while it is the policy of 

oµr Federation of American Scientists to support scientists of 
cpnscience in their acts of conscience·, it is also our policy to 
u~ge them, before they act, to consider the consequences for 
t~emselvas, and for our common lonq-t~rm objectives, and to act 
Or11Y from a sense of real dire necessi.ty •. 

( Sincerely, 

f 
I 

I Jerel!ly J. stone Matthew s. Meselson 

I 
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M:r:. · Jeremy J. stone 
Presi.dent of FAS 

Mr. Macthew s. · ~lson 

. Dear fllr. st.oc;. ana Mr. Meseleo:n, 
> 
i . 

I as deepl.y gr.ata£ul fo-r your lett:.e~. gent t:o· as •ia. my wife. · I 
vould alee;>. like- to· thank through you the~ Federation of. Americ~ 
Scientist&,. whieh :.!rot'& t.he very first dayi!J of my prosecution haiil 

· o.fforded 1!C:e ·priceless support . Thi.a ~rt is • lllOUrCe of 
strength £or tllO in ·my unequal st:ruggl~ aga.ta.8C the militar)r 
cbeeioal c:x:Jq)leX, and tbe totalitarl2Ul -SY*:°tem. cf pe~se~tion. '. 

At this ~t tbe .investig•tion is finiabed •. The eaae file baa 
be@ri handed over ~or approval t.o the ~tor Geller&l•s office~ 
On .2.2 .. 11 • .93 myself and my attorney Mr. As.;Jia 11eparately. but by 
a.gree-mt· aent ~la.inta to th~ ProcuratoJ:l General Mr. A .• JCasar:miJt 
about illega1 and wifair ~hods of inva~gatioll. We ~ed Chat 
tbe oaae be fonrarded for a secondary obj8:C-tive inve~igation. 

on 2s • t.t. • .93 it became knowD. that the case~ even wit.hou.~ a formal 
review of our cetnplaints was fo:rwazdad to ;the ~eme Court. 

Final.l:y .. 0n '7.12 .• 93 M:r. ~found out tbaf; the oa11e was fo~ 
fi:om the Supnme court to the Moscow Munic;l~l court. : 

. . . . ~ 

In the COllplaint.c· addreued tc A. ~~ I called his at:t:entiob. 
to ru.cie "viola.tion " the . investi~tion ; ':J:f a:rticle 66 of the 
Conatiat~ -Of Rt).eS1an 1'4'deratio%l, and pc;»int: 3 of article 1S of 
the proje~t of Lhe ne'lf con.s.t:itution. "l"heS8. articles ·re~ar t~ th~ 
fact that .lava that have ~ J;ieen o:ffit,d.aJ.!J,y publiabed can 'QOt be 
t_he ba&u· for c:dmiual p:rce&c:Ution. · 

'l'h6refo-re6 .t doubt that I w1l.l go of my own.~fxee will to cite COU%t:~ 
which in oont~aVezltion of the Co11Bti.tutioa ~ill i'&ttelllPt to dispense 
•justice•.. ~ , 

Bow, in ~a.x-d to~ coneexns. After sa~iowt thinking Cthi.$ w~ 
~ cause for a delay o~ nry .reply) I o::mcl.1':Jad that yom: argumen~s 
are appa;rently 'DOre rational • .Perhap.9 the legal ~ogic of your 
al:g'Ull&D.ts is tha only t-uiona.l approach at: thia -monmt. The only 
trcubl.e is to· enaure that a~ter the ratiridatioa of the Con"Vl!!!Dl:ion 
thaJ:e wil.l. be hmlest cooperative partners~p Cl) 1:he pa.rt 0£ those 
.w:ban Bill R~daon, who ;raa:ir9d in. Jul.y: .a ~ty a.aai9t&nt to 
the eeexe.tary Of Defense · for chemio•l : n..tte:• c:.lled nthc•e 
cenni.vi.ng hasl:&rds arcn'1: dealing wi.t:h us honestly• ()4.. 'Sat:Cbelli 
t)S Hews and lfl:)r1d Report. September 13 199'.),. ~· 58). · 

• 
Hay. Ood grant tb.i•. 
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I In any case,. I agree with. your good a~i•~· ~er1 t·yet agai~ 

call your attention to my arqutaent~ whidl i• baeed 011 the fact 
that realistic J?a2l of cbemi.eal weapons ca(l only be p~ded by a 
1:otal .ban, uncier the tll:r~at of' crimiDal :proceedings. of ~oting 
reseanih "lri.th the.goal of syntheai•, tes~ing, 4l:Dd perfection cf 
aili tary poisoning arubstan.c:e:J • ! · I ! . A ~ condition for the rca.Ii.qcion.!of an it:;n:oved ConveD.~ 

I tion~ in vzy op~ion. would be i~~nt: inter.nat:ianal ~trol1 
conductet! ; . by haneet spec"ialiats r . who lnlre i.DV01ved izi. the 

; devel.opment. cf the· cb$1Ue&l. w.apons. · ; · 

.liaturally, I 1J1yself remain open for C!Ooperation in t.bia '£ield~ 

W.ith respect. 

Vil Mir.a~ 
t. 
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