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From :Dr Hugh ~ne. 8 Lawrence St .• Eaglemont. vic'3o84. Australia. 
Phone!F AX Int+ 61 3 9457 2207 
Email:~ 

T Q: Professor l\faUhew Meselson, Dept,,ofMolecular and Cellular Biology, 
· Harvard Unfversity. FAX No. 617-496-2444. 

To: Dr Julian J.J'ierry Robimon, SPR.U, University of Sussex. UK. 
FAX No. 0~273-685865. 

Dear Matthew and Jul' . ' ian. 
1 l have compiled a short (11,000 words) book or pamphlet on 

a scientific interpr_etatlon of the various reasons given for going to war in hq. It is 
written for genefal readenhip, so I have tried to keep the technical part simple. 
Primarily, it is Uiitended f.or circulation hen\ if I can get a publisher, or get it printed 
myself. l · 
It draws heavilyjon the •'News Chronology" of the CBW Cmmmtions Bull• and 
concentrates~~ CW aspect, as that is what I am competent to write on. This raises 
two questions. *stly~ are you happy to have the Bulletin quoted, and is the comment 
under "Sources~ on the attached sheet satisf'actoty1 Secondly. oould you make use Of 
the document in)he USA/UK? There is not a great Australian~ as our 
govmwent ~to accepted what ea.me from overseas. 
I have other projects which I need to publish. Any one want a draft ms on Paracelsus 
(Theophrastus ~ Hohenheim), about 80,000 word1? l have spent about two years on 
this and was in ~n in May spending four weeks in the Well~ Medical 
Library. U~eiy, Cambridg(; Oxfurd and other academic publishers seem to 
have much stricter pub1ishiog ,guidelines. I have tried about IS publishers. Cambridge 
-.n to be~ restrictive. After UQlins me to do a revised edition of"Chemioals and 
Society'' fur~~ they then said ao when I decided to go ahead. 

Matthew. I~ an announcement of your roundtable at the LSE last wa My 
daughter is in l.?ndon, so I hoped she could go. but she had other comm1tments. 

i 

I hope you are both wetl and that we will meet sometime. Shirley Freeman is feeling 
her ase but is sdll very alert mentally. She gets tired, and is limited in mobility by 
arthritis. ; 

TAm:ry, 
(Hugh~~o~2003. 

2 sheets total. 
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l. The governrnemts of the USA and UK decided to invade Iraq for political 
reasons not c.learlto the public. 
2. The Australian vovemment supported this action~ probably as a show of 
suppOrt to the USA. 
3. All three governments justified this action on the basis lhat Iraq had weapons 
of mass ~n that posed a global threat. 
4. The disposal ind monitoring activities of the UN agencies, UNSCOM AND 
UNMOVIC. had in fact removed the WMD held in 1990. and no WMD of . . 

mm~ signiti~e existed in lmq in early 2003. 
. J 

S. Each of die governments altered intelligence a1\d technical input to 
strengthen the iase for war. 
6. The UK claim of 45 minutes for Iraq to deploy C and BW was the most 
blatant embroi~. . . 
7. The White House and senior Defense ()epartnMmt officials were the leadmg 
proponents ofi the deficient evidence in the USA. with the CIA and State 
Department m~e cautious. 
8. Australia apPears to have accepted US and UK infonnation uncriti~Uy. 
9. It seems untikely that the technical experts in any of the three na11ons were 
consulted objettively. 
t O. In Australia,. it is not dear where the dressing up of the information 
occurred; in the Defence Science and Technology Organisation. in the Defence 
Intelligence O~isation. in the Office of National Assessments or the Prime 
Minister's Oflice. It is not even clear if some of these groups were properly 
consulted. ' 
11. Apart froqi its p01itical consequences, this twisting of evidence to serve a 
political end ~ill resuh in P<>orcr and less reliable intelligence information in 
the future. Th,is will degrade the ability to monitor terrorist activities and to 
assess militar)'j threats to A\IStralia. 

. 8. Sources. . 
Much use h~ been made of the "News Chronology" in the .. The CBW 
Conventions BuUetm~·. the quarterly journal of the Harvard Sussex Program on 
CBW and Arms Limitation. The author is grateful to the compilers and editors 
of this journal '.for this assistance. 
The internet has also provided much information. Readers tb3t wish to access 
documents ofl which J have quoted the title and pubiishina organisation will 
have no trouble in finding: the documents by searebing using both tenns. 
Numbered ciuitions are: 
1. Interview Mth Ron Manley on openDemocracy.nct on the 10 July 2003. 
2. "Am~r Ralf Ekeus: Leaving Behind the UNSCOM Lepcy in lraq .... 

In Arnu C(>nrrol Today. June/Jwy 1997. 
\\ ~\ \\ .. p111~1.\l]lln •I,. '!"id .K 1 l ~,~J-.... lll• .t (7 d,c.'l'""·•!:-:-P 

3. Richard Butler. •"Science, Weapons, Politics: The Ethics. The Hard 
Choices." ln Australasian Science. Nov/Dec 2002. 40-41. 

4. ""Richard ~utler: Should the U.S. attack Iraq?"' CNN.~om/COMMUN!TY. 
1' \~.'.\.\,i:.W.tluv1;.1 !!.U. .. LU\1.~.I!. ~ ! J.Y. JJ .. ~~.J~1.1H..;i: .. ,;p\1.1 

5. A second ~nterview with Ron Mat1ley on openDemocracy.net on 9 October 
2003. . . 

ASIO 
ASJS 
BW 
CW 
DSD 
GB 

9. Abbreviations. 
Australian Security and Intelligence Organisation. 
Australian Secret Jntelli,ence Service 
Biological Weapons or Warfare. 
Chemical Weapons or Warfure. 
Defence Signals Division (Australia). 
A nerve agent. also called Sarin. . ~ ,... 
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