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July 15, 1992 

Dr. w. Dutz 
Blecbturm gasse, 20-8 
Vienna 1040 
Austria 

Dear Dr .. Dutz: 

I am writing to seek your review of the enclosed manuscript 
"Preliminary Report on the Pathology of Fatal Anthrax in the 
Sverdlovsk Outbreak of 1979", by P.A. Abramova et al., which I wish 
to submit to the Proceedings of the u .. s. Natiorn~l AGademy of. 
~nces .. 

This article represents the first scientific report resulting 
from a study trip to Ekaterinburg (formerly Sverdlovsk) conducted 
by Dr. Walker, myself and four others last month. A second article 
will deal with epidemiologic aspects. 

Since the Sverdlovsk anthrax outbreak has been a matter of unusual 
importance and contro";tersy, we are anxious: to exercise the greatest 
care and rigor in reaching conclusions regarding its nature and, 
as will be considered in the subsequent article, its epidemiologic 
aspects and possible source~ I would therefore appreciate your 
most careful review of both the substance and the organization of 
the present manuscript. · 

Sincerely, 

Matthew Meselson 
Professor of Biochemistry 

and Molecular Biology 


